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in Central Angola, 1975–2002 

 This book examines the internal politics of the war that divided Angola for 
more than a quarter-century after independence. In contrast to earlier studies, 
its emphasis is on Angolan people’s relationship to the rival political forces that 
prevented the development of a united nation. Justin Pearce’s argument is based 
on original interviews with farmers and town dwellers, soldiers and politicians in 
Central Angola. He uses these to examine the ideologies about nation and state 
that elites deployed in pursuit of hegemony, and traces how people responded to 
these efforts at politicisation. The material presented here demonstrates the power 
of the ideas of state and nation in shaping perceptions of self-interest and deter-
mining political loyalty. Yet the book also shows how political allegiances could 
and did change in response to the experience of military force. In so doing, it 
brings the Angolan case to the centre of debates on confl ict in post-colonial Africa. 

 Justin Pearce is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow in Politics and International 
Studies at the University of Cambridge and an associate of St John’s College. He 
has published in journals including  African Affairs  and the  Journal of Southern 
African Studies .   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


   African Studies

The African Studies series, founded in 1968, publishes research monographs by emer-
ging and senior scholars that feature innovative analyses in the fi elds of history, pol-
itical science, anthropology, economics and environmental studies. The series also 
produces mature, paradigm-shifting syntheses that seek to reinterpret and revitalise the 
scholarly literature in these fi elds.   

 Editorial Board 

  David Anderson,  University of Warwick   
  Catherine Boone,  London School of Economics   

  Carolyn Brown,  Rutgers University   
  Christopher Clapham,  University of Cambridge   

  Michael Gomez,  New York University   
  Nancy J. Jacobs,  Brown University   

  Richard Roberts,  Stanford University   
  David Robinson,  Michigan State University   
  Leonardo A. Villal ó n,  University of Florida     

   A list of books in this series can be found at the end of this volume .    

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


   Political Identity and Conflict in 
Central Angola, 1975–2002 

 JUSTIN PEARCE 
 University of Cambridge        

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  32 Avenue of the Americas, New York,  NY  10013-2473,  USA   

  Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.  

  It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.    

   www.cambridge.org   
  Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/9781107079649     
  © Justin Pearce 2015   

 This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.  

  First published 2015    
  Printed in the United States of America    
   A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.     

   Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data     
  Pearce, Justin, author.    
  Political identity and confl ict in central Angola, 1975–2002 / Justin Pearce.    
  pages cm. – (African studies series)    
   ISBN  978-1-107-07964-9    
  1. Angola – History – Civil War, 1975–2002. 2. Angola – Politics and government – 1975– 
3. Political participation – Angola. 4. Uni ã o Nacional para a Independ ê ncia Total de 
Angola. I. Title. II. Series: African studies series (Cambridge, England)    
   DT 1428. P 425 2015    
  967.304′2–dc23   2015002804    
   ISBN  978-1-107-07964-9 Hardback   

 Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  URL s 
for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not 
guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


   For Rafael, Fern and Okidi   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ix

   Contents    

  A Note on Anonymous Sources   page   xi  

  Acknowledgements     xiii  

  Introduction     1  

  1     Anti-Colonial Mobilisation and the Portuguese Exodus     23  

  2     UNITA 1975–1976: From the Cities to the ‘Long March’     47  

  3     The MPLA and Urban State Making     65  

  4     Migration, Relocation and Identity     80  

  5     UNITA in the Central Highlands, 1976–1991     93  

  6     UNITA at Jamba     107  

  7     The War of the Cities     125  

  8     UNITA’s Last Redoubts     143  

  9     The Luena Agreement and Politics Today     159  

  Conclusion     174  

  Index     181   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07964-9 - Political Identity and Conflict in Central Angola, 1975–2002
Justin Pearce
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107079649
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xi

    A Note on Anonymous Sources     

  The past is a politically sensitive subject in Angola. With the exception of my 
interviews with elite public fi gures, all interviews quoted in this book were 
conducted on the understanding of anonymity so as to allow interviewees to 
speak freely without fear of the possible consequences. I have assigned a single 
pseudonym to each interviewee so as to indicate to the reader when the same 
interviewee is quoted more than once.   
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