
The Manual of Musical Instrument Conservation

This is the first book to combine museum-based conservation techniques with practical instructions
on the maintenance, repair, adjustment, and tuning of virtually every type of historical musical
instrument. As one of the world’s leading conservators of musical instruments, Stewart Pollens gives
practical advice on the handling, storage, display, and use of historic musical instruments in
museums and other settings, and provides technical information on such wide-ranging subjects
as acoustics, cleaning, climate control, corrosion, disinfestation, conservation ethics, historic string-
ing practice, measurement and historic metrology, retouching, tuning historic temperaments,
varnish, and writing reports. There are informative essays on the conservation of each of the major
musical instrument groups, the treatment of paper, textiles, wood, and metal, as well as historic
techniques of wood- and metalworking as they apply to musical instrument making and repair.
This is a practical guide that includes equations, formulas, tables, and step-by-step instructions.

Stewart Pollens served between 1976 and 2006 as the conservator of musical instruments at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, where he restored and maintained a collection of over 5000
instruments. He is the author of over eighty scholarly articles and six books, including Forgotten
Instruments (1980), The Violin Forms of Antonio Stradivari (1992), The Early Pianoforte (1995;
reprinted 2009), Giuseppe Guarneri del Gesù (1998), François-Xavier Tourte: Bow Maker (2001),
and Stradivari (2010), which won a 2011 Choice award for “Outstanding Academic Title.” In
1997 he was the recipient of the American Musical Instrument Society’s Nicholas Bessaraboff
Prize for The Early Pianoforte, a study of the invention and early history of the pianoforte. He is
also a contributor to The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians and writes frequently
for The Strad.
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information which is in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of
publication. However, the author and publisher disclaim all liability for direct or
consequential damages resulting from the use of material contained in this book.
Readers are strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the
manufacturer of any chemicals or equipment that they plan to use.
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