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The Manual of Musical Instrument Conservation

This is the first book to combine museum-based conservation techniques with practical instructions
on the maintenance, repair, adjustment, and tuning of virtually every type of historical musical
instrument. As one of the world’s leading conservators of musical instruments, Stewart Pollens gives
practical advice on the handling, storage, display, and use of historic musical instruments in
museums and other settings, and provides technical information on such wide-ranging subjects
as acoustics, cleaning, climate control, corrosion, disinfestation, conservation ethics, historic string-
ing practice, measurement and historic metrology, retouching, tuning historic temperaments,
varnish, and writing reports. There are informative essays on the conservation of each of the major
musical instrument groups, the treatment of paper, textiles, wood, and metal, as well as historic
techniques of wood- and metalworking as they apply to musical instrument making and repair.
This is a practical guide that includes equations, formulas, tables, and step-by-step instructions.

STEWART POLLENS served between 1976 and 2006 as the conservator of musical instruments at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, where he restored and maintained a collection of over 5000
instruments. He is the author of over eighty scholarly articles and six books, including Forgotten
Instruments (1980), The Violin Forms of Antonio Stradivari (1992), The Early Pianoforte (1995;
reprinted 2009), Giuseppe Guarneri del Gesit (1998), Frangois-Xavier Tourte: Bow Maker (2001),
and Stradivari (2010), which won a 2011 Choice award for “Outstanding Academic Title.” In
1997 he was the recipient of the American Musical Instrument Society’s Nicholas Bessaraboff
Prize for The Early Pianoforte, a study of the invention and early history of the pianoforte. He is
also a contributor to The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians and writes frequently
for The Strad.
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd, Padstow Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
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The manual of musical instrument conservation / Stewart Pollens.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-07780-5 (Hardback : alk. paper) 1. Musical instruments—Conservation and restoration.
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Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and up-to-date
information which is in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of
publication. However, the author and publisher disclaim all liability for direct or
consequential damages resulting from the use of material contained in this book.
Readers are strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the
manufacturer of any chemicals or equipment that they plan to use.
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