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This book examines 111 types of state religion policy in 177 countries
between 1990 and 2008. Jonathan Fox argues that policy is largely a
result of the competition between political secular actors and religious
actors, both of which try to influence state religion policy. While there
are other factors that influence state religion policy and both the secular
and religious camps are divided, Fox offers that the secular-religious
competition perspective provides critical insight into the nature of reli-
gious politics across the globe. Many states have either increased or
decreased their involvement in religion; Fox demonstrates, however,
that states that have become more involved in religion are far more
common.

Jonathan Fox is a professor of political science in the Department of
Political Studies at Bar-llan University in Ramat Gan, Israel. He
also serves as a director of the Religion and State project (www
.religionandstate.org) and as a senior research Fellow at the Begin-
Sadat Center for Strategic Studies. He is the author or editor of nine
books, including the most widely used textbook on religion and world
politics. He currently serves on the editorial or advisory boards of four
journals and was the recipient of the 2009 Distinguished Article Award
from the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.
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The most enduring and illuminating bodies of late nineteenth-century social
theory — by Marx, Weber, Durkheim, and others — emphasized the integration
of religion, polity, and economy through time and place. Once a staple of classic
social theory, however, religion gradually lost the interest of many social scientists
during the twentieth century. The recent emergence of phenomena such as Soli-
darity in Poland; the dissolution of the Soviet empire; various South American,
Southern African, and South Asian liberation movements; the Christian Right in
the United States; and Al Qaeda have reawakened scholarly interest in religiously
based political conflict. At the same time, fundamental questions are once again
being asked about the role of religion in stable political regimes, public policies,
and constitutional orders. The Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion, and
Politics series produces volumes that study religion and politics by drawing on clas-
sic social theory and more recent social scientific research traditions. Books in the
series offer theoretically grounded, comparative, empirical studies that raise “big”
questions about a timely subject that has long engaged the best minds in social
science.
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