
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07415-6 — Nietzsche's Moral Psychology
Mark Alfano 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press
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Nietzsche, a trained philologist, frequently urges his readers to inter-
pret him carefully. In this book, Mark Alfano combines detailed close
reading with digital methods (corpus analysis and semantic network
visualization) to reframe our understanding of this major figure. He
argues that virtue is a neglected concept in Nietzsche’s writings, and
sets out a fresh interpretation of Nietzschean virtues as well-calibrated
drives. As different people embody different constellations of drives,
so virtues differ from person to person. For Nietzsche himself, Alfano
argues, five virtues are essential: curiosity, courage, a sense of humor,
and pathos of distance (that is, contemptuousness) toward one’s self
and toward one’s society. This innovative and original book will be
invaluable for historians of philosophy, contemporary researchers in
moral psychology and virtue theory, and philosophers interested in
the fast-growing methodologies of the digital humanities.

  is Associate Professor of Ethics and Philosophy of
Technology at Delft University of Technology. He is the author
of Character as Moral Fiction (Cambridge University Press, )
and Moral Psychology: An Introduction ().
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We should admit to ourselves with all due severity exactly what
will be necessary for a long time to come and what is provisionally
correct, namely: collecting material, formulating concepts, and
putting into order the tremendous realm of tender value feelings
and value distinctions that live, grow, reproduce, and are
destroyed, – and, perhaps, attempting to illustrate the recurring
and more frequent shapes of this living crystallization, – all of
which would be a preparation for a typology of morals. Of course,
people have not generally been this modest.

Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, section .
Translated by Judith Norman, edited by Rolf-Peter Horstmann.

Cambridge University Press, .
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