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Law schools, by their very nature, tend to think locally, not globally. This
book has a broader scope, both in terms of the range of nations and offers
a succinct journey through law schools on different continents and subject
matters. It covers education, research, impact and societal outreach, and
governance. It illustrates that law schools throughout the world have much
in common in terms of values, duties, challenges, ambitions and hopes.
It provides insights into these aspirations, whilst presenting a thought-
provoking discussion for a more global agenda on the future of law schools.
Written from a perspective of a former dean, the book offers a unique
understanding of the challenges facing legal education and research.

carel stolker has been Rector Magnificus and President of Leiden
University since February 2013. He was previously Dean of the Leiden
Law School. For many years he taught a range of private law subjects.
He obtained his PhD degree with a comparative study of medical law. He
was a deputy judge at the Court of Haarlem and a deputy justice at the
Court of Appeal of ’s-Hertogenbosch.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07389-0 - Rethinking the Law School: Education, Research, Outreach and Governance
Carel Stolker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107073890
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07389-0 - Rethinking the Law School: Education, Research, Outreach and Governance
Carel Stolker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107073890
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


RETHINKING THE LAW

SCHOOL

Education, Research, Outreach and Governance

CAREL STOLKER
Leiden University

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07389-0 - Rethinking the Law School: Education, Research, Outreach and Governance
Carel Stolker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107073890
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107073890

© Carel Stolker 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014

Printed in the United Kingdom by CPI Group Ltd, Croydon CR0 4YY

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Stolker, C. J. J. M. author.

Rethinking the law school : education, research, outreach and governance / Carel Stolker, Leiden
University.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
1. Law–Study and teaching. 2. Law students. I. Title.

K100.S76 2014 340.07101–dc23
2014022419

ISBN 978-1-107-07389-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07389-0 - Rethinking the Law School: Education, Research, Outreach and Governance
Carel Stolker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107073890
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To
Hans (1958–1997)

Great brother, passionate lawyer
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Trois degrés d’élévation du pôle renversent toute la jurisprudence. Un
méridien décide de la vérité; en peu d’années de possession, les lois
fondamentales changent; le droit à ses époques. L’entrée de Saturne au
Lion nous marque l’origine d’un tel crime. Plaisante justice qu’une
rivière borne! Vérité au deçà des Pyrénées, erreur au delà.

Blaise Pascal, Les pensées (1669)

Three degrees of latitude reverse all jurisprudence; a meridian decides
the truth. Fundamental laws change after a few years of possession;
right has its epochs; the entry of Saturn into the Lion marks to us the
origin of such and such a crime. A strange justice that is bounded by a
river! Truth on this side of the Pyrenees, error on the other side.

English translation by W. F. Trotter
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