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The sounds of English: so beautiful, yet so hard to master.

I wonder if I shall ever know their true meaning.
I smile as my mind carries me back to where

My first encounter with English took place.

A small Stberian town, far away in time and space
Lost in the woods and winter snow.

Me, a six year old girl then, looking at a delicate
White puzzle made of ice and snow

On the window by Frost.

My mom opens a book with beautiful pictures
And strange letters and reads:

“A Cat” — she opens her mouth so wide

That I can see her tongue and teeth,

“A Sheep” — her lips become unnaturally stretched
As if she tries to force a smile.

My young Russian mind refuses to accept

This funny sounding language. I don’t like it.

It makes my dear mom look ugly.

Besides, my intuition tells the sounds

She produces are not true sounds of English.

My poor mom, who all her life had lived

Behind the iron curtain, had never heard

A single word of live spoken English. Tatiana Dobrosklonskaya
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