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in linear regression 352

in multivariate regression 345

index construction 42–45, 42–45, 201

406 Subject Index

www.cambridge.org/9781107071476
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07147-6 — Applied Social Science Methodology
John Gerring , Dino Christenson 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

indexes, social science literature 172–73

indicator(s) 38, 206, 236

construction objectives 45

corruption 219–20

democracy 11, 31, 38, 236

social capital 9–11

indices 38

Corruption Perceptions Index 219

Democracy-Dictatorship (DD) index 11

Freedom House indices 11, 44, 206, 228

Polity indices 11, 44, 206, 228

Vanhanen’s index 44

individual level frameworks 78

infant mortality 22, 38, 42, 70

inference 53 see also causal inference; statistical

inference

inference frameworks 50

influences, constraining 187–88

influential cases 144–45, 160

information, diffusion of 74–75

information source divergency 223–26

information sources, citing 243–47

informed consent 263–64

innate characteristics 69

innovation 25

input 85

inspiration, sources of 182

Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) 202, 262, 265

institutionalization 80

institutions 65, 68, 71–72, 80

instrumental variable (IV) 105, 118, 134–37, 159

intention-to-treat (ITT) 104

interactions 347

interactive frameworks 65–66, 72–78

interests (actor’s) 65, 66–67, 79

interference 148

internal coherence 32, 32–33

internal/external validity 53–54, 116, 153–54

international relations 66

interpersonal data-gathering techniques 205–17

interpolation 335

interpretive challenge 221

interrupted time-series 125

interval scales 41, 41, 201

intervention 85

interview 206–12, 206

interview schedule 207

interviewee bias 226

interviewer bias 195, 217–18

interviewer/interviewee relationship 209

introductions, reading/writing 175, 234–35, 242

introductory statements (surveys) 197

invention and discovery 147, 186

issue dimensions 326–29

job-training see worker-training programs

jokes, using 169, 254–55

journal article formats 175–76

journalism see newspaper reports; popular writings

journalistic works/journals 170–71, 181

juridical ethics 262–63

key terms xxviii, 173

keyword searches 173

knowledge based explanations 75

Kolmogorov axioms of probability 293

Krugman, Paul 170

Kuznets curve 97

labor economics 131–32

labor unions 134

laboratory experiment 110

ladder of abstraction 39–40

lagged variables 275

LaLonde data 280

large-N cross-case studies 142, 152–54

large-N data 271, 273–76

large-N experimental designs 158, 193

large-N observational designs 111, 118–19, 159

cross-sectional 118, 119–24, 159

instrumental variable 105, 118, 134–37, 159

regression-discontinuity 118, 132–34, 159

time-series 118, 125–28

time-series cross-section 118, 129–32, 159

worker-training programs 119–24, 130, 132–33,

135

large-N samples 50

law of large numbers 294

learned behaviors 69

learning-based explanations 75

left-side variable 85

legitimacy, political 17–18

Letter from Birmingham Jail 172

level of analysis 49
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level of confidence 306, 307

levels of abstraction 39–40

levels of measurement 38–45, 313–14

leverage (explanatory)

before and after treatment 128

bivariate regression 331

bivariate statistics 313

causal 118, 140

regression 336

sample size and 55

liberal democracy 35

liberalism (US) 16–17

libraries 173

life-cycle events 65

Likert scale 201

linear regression see regression

linearity and additivity assumption 346

Linz, Juan 152

list experiment 202–3

literature indexes 172

literature review 173, 178–80, 232, 235–36

literature surveys 172–74

local average treatment effect (LATE) 134, 137

logical coherence 25, 27

logistics (case-selection criteria) 148

long-run economic development 93–94, 135–37, 163

longitudinal case selection 141

longitudinal comparisons 159

longitudinal data collection 203–4

machine learning (text analysis) 279

Mahalanobis distance matching 362

majoritarian democracy 35

manipulability 90–92

margin of error (MOE) 306

marginals 314

market structure 82

marriage partner choice 82

Marxist theory 18, 27, 66–67, 69

mass public 196

matching 110, 354, 361–65, 369

material factors 65, 69–70, 78–79

materialist explanations 69

mathematical language, use of 239

mathematical models 80–83, 178

matrix typology 19

maximal definition 37

MAXqda2 software 272, 278

mean 286

mean squared errors (MSe) 338

measurement error 144

measurement strategies 38, 193

measures 38–45, 313–14

Mechanical Turk (website) 196

mechanism see causal mechanism

mechanistic confounder 122, 157

median 51, 286

median voter 81

medical research, multi-method research 164

medium-N data 271, 272–73

meta-analysis 178

meta-data 277

methodology 4–5

methods used, writing about 237

Microsoft Excel 275

migration 65

minimal definition 35–37

minimum-wage laws, and employment 131–32

missing-ness (missing data) 58–59, 59

mistakes, importance of 186–87

mixed-method research see multi-method research

mode 286

model 14

computational 80

formal 80–83, 178

hierarchical 49

mathematical 80–83, 178

nonparametric 320

parametric 320, 320, 352

semi parametric 320

understanding 178 see also causal models

modernization 70, 151

Moncloa Pact 149

monograph 232

monotonic causality 97

Monty Python 6

moral goodness/badness 23

most-similar cases (diagnostic) 146–47, 160

most-similar cases (exploratory) 143, 160

motivation levels, worker-training programs

121–23

motivational frameworks 65–66, 66–69

multi-method research 5, 142, 155, 163–64

multi-stage sampling 57
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multicollinearity 349

multiple post-test designs 109

multiplication rule 293

multiplicative index 44

multivariate regression 343–45, 351–52

N 49, 49 see also sample size, N

NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement)

201, 205

narrative analysis, 50

National Election Study (NES) 203

National Supported Work Demonstration (NSW)

280

national survey data 280

natural experiment (quasi-experiment) 111, 161–62

nature/nurture distinction 69

nearest neighbor matching 363

necessary conditions 43

necessary and sufficient conditions 43

nerves (public speaking) 255–56

network analysis 16

networks 65, 75–77

newspaper reports 224–25

Neyman-Rubin causal model 356, 369

noise 52

nominal scales 40, 41, 201

NOMINATE score 220

non-comparability 50, 98

non-compliance 104–5

non-experimental research 104

non-interference 354

nonlinear relationships 325, 346

non-monotonic causality 97

nonparametric models 320

non-probability sampling 57–58

non-random case selection 140

non-random sampling 49

non-reactive data collection 217

normal curve 295–98

normative argument 23, 164–65

norms 65, 67–68, 79–80, 266–67

note-taking strategies 180–81

NUD*IST software 272

null hypothesis 307

numbers, constraining influences 187–88

numeric scales 40, 41

NVivo software 272, 278

Obama, feeling thermometer 284–85

observability 38–39 see also abstract concepts

observation 47

observation, emphatic 188–89

observational designs (large-N) 111, 118–19,

159

cross-sectional 118, 119–24, 159

instrumental variable 105, 118, 134–37, 159

regression-discontinuity 118, 132–34, 159

time-series 118, 125–28

time-series cross-section 118, 129–32, 159

worker-training programs 119–24, 130, 132–33,

135

observations, repeated 125

obtrusive/unobtrusive methods 193

omitted variable bias 121, 345

online surveys 195

open-ended interviews 211

operationalization 31

optimal matching 363

ordinal scales 41–42, 41, 201

ordinary least squares (OLS) regression 331

organizations 71

outcome 21, 78, 85, 88, 354

outcomes, potential 354, 355–57, 356

outline writing 233–39

output 85

p-value 308

pacts 149–50

panel design 203

papers, working (unpublished) 171 see also writing

papers

paradigm cases 188

parametric models 320, 320, 352

parent predictor 85

Paris Commune, uprising 224

parsimony 25–27

participant observation 214

participatory democracy 35

partisan politics 267

party positioning, model building 81–83

path dependence 65, 77–78, 146

pathway cases 146, 160

pattern-matching 144

Pearson’s r 324, 337

penal system (California) 133–34
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periodization 18–19

personality type 69

pilot-test 204

plagiarism 185, 245

polar cases 143

policy report 232

political authority types 17–18

political regimes see regime-types

politician corruption 219–20

Politics (Aristotle) 66

Polity indices 11, 206, 228

pooled time-series cross-section 129, 203, 204

popular writings 170, 172, 181, 239–40

population 49, 54, 294–95, 304–6

population parameters, estimating 309–11

population size, N 154

Population Survey of Income Dynamics (PSID) 280

post-test only designs 109, 158

potential outcomes 354, 355–57, 356

power (statistical) 320

power types (political) 17–18

PowerPoint presentations 252–53

precedence 90, 92–94

precision 6–7, 25, 50–52, 50

predictions 331, 335

predictive argument 22, 24, 164–65

prefaces 178

preference models, vote choice 81–83

preferences 78, 80

prescriptive argument 23–24, 164–65

presentation formats 251–52

presentation skills 250–61

pre-test/post-test designs 109, 158

primary sources (data) 220, 224

priming (framing) 198–99

prisoner’s dilemma 73–74

probability axioms 293

probability distributions 293–95, 300

feelings thermometer 299–300

normal curve 295–98

probabilities 292–93

probability sampling 56–57

process tracing 50, 152

proofreading 248

propensity score 362

property law 71

property rights 135–37

proportionate reduction in error (PRE) 336, 345

protection of human subjects 263–65

proximate causes 12, 79

PSID (Population Survey of Income Dynamics)

280

psychology 65, 68–69, 80

public image 251

public speaking 250–51

publications, recent 173

publishing 171

purposive case selection 55, 140

qualitative analysis 50

qualitative case selection 141

qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) 273

qualitative data 206, 271–72, 271

qualitative data analysis (QDA) software 272, 278

qualitative scales 40

qualitative/quantitative distinction 50

Quality of Government (QoG) Institute 280

quantile-quantile (QQ) plots 365

quantitative analysis 49–50, 141, 206

quantitative scales 40

quantitative/qualitative distinction 50

quasi-experiment 161–62

question and answer sessions 259–60

questionnaire 198–201, 198

questionnaire bias 198–200

quotation formats 245

QWERTY keyboard 77, 146

r see Pearson’s r

R software 275

racial bias 111–12

random factors see stochastic factors

random sample 56, 303

randomization 50, 101, 110, 111–15, 160–61

randomness 160–62

ratio scales 41, 41

reading strategies 175–78

realism (realist paradigm) 66

recent publications 173

record-keeping strategies 180–81, 189, 216–17

recording interviews 209–10

regime-types 19, 32–33

regression 331, 352, 369

as a causal model, 359–61
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assumptions 345–49

bivariate 331–39

education and income 339–43

multivariate 343–45

voter turnout 349–52

regression-discontinuity (RD) 118, 132–34, 159

regression line 333

regression line slope 334

regression to(ward) the mean 127

relative frequency 282

relevance 25, 28–29

reliability tests 52 see also precision

rentier effect 151

repeated observations 125

replicability, data 223, 226–27, 226, 266

representativeness, of a sample 54, 148

repression effect 151

repression (Guatemala) 224–25

research design

best possible 7, 160–63

causal 95–96, 157–60

data-gathering and 193

general criteria 47, 95–96 see also case study

design; experimental designs; observational

designs

research methods, writing about 237

research, nature of 192

research questions 177

research topics, choosing 190–92

researcher effects 106–7, 217–18, 222–23

residual 331

residual sum of squared errors (RSS) 337

resonance 32, 32

respondent selection 51–53, 196

response 85

response-categories 201

retrospective experiments 113

revealed preferences 83

review scope, writing 179

reviewing literature see literature review

revolution studies 147

right-side variable 85

risks/benefits, human research 263, 264–65

role-playing 188–89

roll-out designs 109

Rubin causal model 356, 369

rule (a rule) 71

sample 49, 294–95

sample, random 303

sample representativeness 54

sample size, N 49, 55–56, 154

sample space 292

samples, and populations 304–6

sampling 49, 302–4

sampling distribution, of difference between means

317

sampling distribution, of the sample mean

304

sampling error 303

sampling frame 59

sampling, non-random 49

sampling, random 56

sampling techniques, surveys 51–53

SAS software 275

scale 40–42

scatter plots 322–23, 331–32

scholar communities, multi-method 164

scope-condition 34, 91, 144

scope of a review, writing 179

screening questions 202

searching 173

secondary sources (data) 220, 224

selection 73

selection bias 153

self-administered surveys 195–96

semi-authoritarianism 42

semi-democracy 42

semi-parametric models 320

sensitive subjects (surveys) 202–3

separation 92–93

set theory 43, 43, 50

shadow cases 142

Shanks, Merrill 255

significance level 307

simple random sampling 56

simulation 80

skepticism 188

Skerry, Peter 255

skewed distribution 286

skills 65

slavery 17

small-N case study 159–60

small-N samples 50

snowball sampling 57
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social capital 8–11, 77

ANES 280

bivariate statistics 320–22

concept formation 31, 35, 187

data sources 280

group membership and ideology 320–22

indicators 9–11, 15

literature 174

manipulability 92

trend analysis 15

social desirability bias 195

social media data 16, 76, 278

social networks 9–10, 28, 82

Facebook 16, 76, 278

social science 3, 169–70, 267–68

social science literature 169, 181

social science literature indexes 172

Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 171

Social Sciences Citation Index 173

socialism 143

sources, attributing 243–47

sources, identifying 169–70

spatial model, vote choice 81–82

speaking, public 250–51

specificity see precision

split-sample survey 203

SPSS software 275

spurious relationships 87, 121

SQL relational database 275

stable unit treatment value assumption (SUTVA)

148, 354

standard deviation 287–88, 289–90

standard error 305

standard error of the difference between means 319

standard error of the estimate (SEe) 342

standard error of the mean 305, 309–12

standards 266–67

Stata software 275

statistical inference 302, 312

estimating population parameters 309–11

hypothesis testing 306–9

parties in democracies 311–12

samples and populations 304–6

sampling 302–4

statistical packages 275

statistical significance 104, 307

statistics, nature of 269–70

stochastic factors 98

strategies

concept formation 35

measurement 38, 193

note-taking 180–81

reading 175–78

record-keeping 180–81, 189, 216–17

stratified sampling 57, 110

structural frameworks 65–66, 69–72

sufficient conditions 37, 43

sum of products (SP) 328

sum of squares 328

sum rule 293

supervised learning 279

surreptitious data collection 218–19

surreptitious measures 218–19, 218

survey experiment 111, 198

survey research 194

survey respondents 196

survey results, interpreting 204–5

survey sampling techniques 51–53

surveys, national 280

surveys, standardized 194–205

Sutton, Willie, case 91

SUTVA (stable unit treatment value assumption)

148, 354

symmetric distribution 286

synthetic arguments 16–17

systematic sampling 56

t-distribution 310

tautology 92

tax change impacts, background assumptions 153

taxonomy 19–21

technical language, use of 178, 239

technology 70

temporal relationships (temporality) 151–52 see also

time-series (TS); time-series cross-section

(TSCS); trend analysis

testing theories and hypotheses 143–47, 150–51,

306–9, 313–14

text tracking tools 278

textual analysis (content analysis) 271, 277, 277–79

theoretical utility 32, 34, 38

theorizing 25, 29–30, 189–90

theory 14

theory building 78–83
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theory identification 149–50

theory questions 176–77

theory sections, reading 176

theory testing 143–47, 150–51, 306–9, 313–14

theses, writing 237

thought constraining influences 187–88

time-series (TS) 118, 125–28

time-series cross-section (TSCS) 118, 129–32

birth rates/child mortality 79–80

worker-training programs 49, 159

time trends 15

timelines 151–52

tracking tools 278

tradeoffs, methodological 7

abstraction levels 40

case studies 153–54

multi-method solutions 163

observational studies 357

transaction costs 65, 74

transitive preferences 81

Transparency International 219

treatment 85, 91, 354

treatment effect see causal effect

treatment group 86, 101

trend analysis 15

triangulation 163, 207

truth, discerning 3, 75, 213

truth, elucidating 266

truth, pursuit of 186, 241

truth, standards of 6

truth table 272

Tuskegee syphilis experiment 263

Type 1/Type 2 errors 308

typical cases 148

typology 17, 17–21, 78

arguments 25

confounders 157

experimental designs 110

matrix 19

scales 41

worker-training programs 109

unbiased estimates 311

unbiased estimators 349

uncertainty 7, 60

measures 60

quest for new 186

sampling variability 55, 305–6

unemployment 8

uniform distribution 285

unimodal distribution 285, 286–87

unit homogeneity 96, 154, 377

unit/case 47

units of analysis 49

unity, methodological 5–7

univariate statistics 282, 290

average state incomes 288–90

central tendency 285–87

frequency distributions 282–85

variance 287–88

unobtrusive measures 217–21

unobtrusive/obtrusive methods 193

unsupervised techniques 279

utility function 81

utility, theoretical 32, 34, 38

validity 51

comparability and 98

data 221–28

survey method 50–52

variance and 52–53

validity, external/internal 53–54, 116, 153–54

validity test 223, 227, 227–28

values 65, 67–68

variability 285

variable 47, 89

variance 52, 287–88

Venn diagrams 190, 347

visual aids, using 252–53

voter fraud 161–62

voter preference 81–83

voter turnout 349–52

war studies 146

background assumptions 153

case study research 147

Civil War (US) 92–93

exploratory case selection 142

France, World War II 153

precedence 92–93

waves of democracy 11–12, 18

Web of Science (tool) 173

weight 44

weighting samples 44, 57, 362–63, 381
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welfare state development 142

Why is There No Socialism in the United States?

143

Wikipedia 174

“Willie Horton” advert 113

within-case analysis 139–40, 149–53

women 128

words, constraining influence 187

worker-training programs 8–9

ambiguity 31

causality 85–89, 91–92, 366–69

confounding 101–4

contamination 105–6

covariation 95, 98

cross-sectional designs 119–24

education and 366–69

factorial designs 110

factuals/counterfactuals 101

impartiality 184

instrumental variable designs 135

LaLonde data 280

literature 174

motivation 121–23

multi-method research 163

non-compliance 104–5

population defining 54

probability based sampling 58

regression-discontinuity 132–33

research design example 158–60

researcher effects 106–7

stratified sampling 110

time-series cross-section 49, 130

time-series designs 125–27

travel-time 135

typology 109

working papers 172

writing genres 231–32

writing social science papers 230–31, 247–49

advice 240–43

editing 247–48

genres 231–32

organization 232–34

sources 243–47

styles 239–40

variations 239 see also ambiguity

X 85 see independent variable, X

Y 85 see dependent variable, Y

Y-hat 333, 345

y-intercept of a regression line 333

Z see background factor, Z

z-score 297–300, 297, 305–6, 310
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