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La Princesse de Clèves (Lafayette) 278
probability 55
cardinal 251
conditional 245
laws of 37
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probability (cont.)
ordinal 251
subjective 55–6, 116–18

procrastination 273, 277, 291
promises 316, 321, 322, 407, 416–18

credibility of 224, 321, 353, 407, 416,
417–18, 442

distinguished from assurances 423
prospect theory 264
Proust, Marcel 19, 28, 59, 74–5, 86, 93, 119,

121, 132–3, 163, 165–6, 182–4, 200,
226, 286, 338, 356, 487, 488

Prouvost, Jean 76
proverbs and maxims 27–30, 223

Absence lessens moderate passions and
intensifies great ones, as the wind
blows out a candle but fans up a fire 35

Absence makes the heart grow fonder 27
Delay in vengeance gives a heavier blow

260
Fear increases the danger 32
The fear is often greater than the danger 32
Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice,

shame on me 340
Glory follows those who avoid it 74
Haste makes waste 27
He who hesitates is lost 27
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it 218
It is expensive to be poor 30
It takes only one black sheep to spoil

a flock 32
Like attracts like 27
Like father, like son 27
Marry in haste, repent at leisure 150, 261
Mean father, prodigal son 27
Men are very vain, and of all things hate to

be thought so 78, 160
Nature proposes, man disposes 214
Necessity is the mother of invention 30
Never change a winning team 218
Opposites attract each other 27
Out of sight, out of mind 35, 196, 360
Past happiness augments future misery 144
People who listen at doors rarely hear

anything favorable about themselves 29
To remember a misfortune is to renew it

27, 30
The remembrance of past perils is pleasant

27, 30
Rumors often lie 127
A short absence can do much good 35
There is a black sheep in every flock 32, 389
Those whom they injure, they also hate 179,

377, 488
Too many cooks make the soup too salty 29

To assert one’s dignity is to forfeit it 58
Too many shepherds make a poor guard

6, 29
Two eyes for an eye / An eye for an eye

147–8
Vengeance is a dish that is best served

cold 260
Virtue does not know itself 58
We believe easily what we fear and what we

desire 28, 29, 156, 418
Who has offended, cannot forgive 179
Who is caught red-handed will always be

distrusted 223
Who keeps faith in small matters does so in

large ones 223
Who lies also steals 223
Who steals an egg will steal an ox 223
Who tells one lie will tell a hundred 223
A wrong not exceeded is not revenged 148

pseudoscience, first law of 171
second law of 173

psychoanalysis 455–6
punishments 30, 73, 482

altruistic 84, 212, 342–3
and rewards 20, 120, 316, 390
horizontal 370, 391–4
second-party 349
third-party 213
vertical 316, 370, 382, 391

Putnam, Robert 174

quasi-moral norms 91–2, 95, 366, 393–4, 396–7.
See also moral norms; social norms

Quincy, Thomas de 223

Racine, Jean 287
randomization 467
randomness 120–1, 168, 476
rationality 41, 235. See also irrationality;

paradoxes and puzzles of rational-
choice theory

and adaptiveness 236
and hard obscurantism 458–64
and intelligibility 41–3, 284
and optimality 235–7, 460
and reason 68–9
conception of, 18, 219–21, 463–4, 479
deference to 78, 255
does not imply egoism 237
imperfect 67, 270
indeterminacy of 248–50
is subjective through and through 235,

251–3
normative appeal of 255, 270, 481
of beliefs 244–6
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of information-gathering 246–8
versus reasonableness 332, 334

rational-choice functionalism 41, 457, 463
reactance 31, 35, 143, 175–7, 182
Reagan, Ronald 194, 378, 418
reason 68–9, 78–80
Rebel Without a Cause (movie) 316
recency effect 109, 172, 261. See also primacy

effect; order effects
reciprocity 89–90, 212
reculer pour mieux sauter 100, 209
regression analysis 452, 464–8
regret 144
rejoicing 144
reinforcement 142, 205–7

schedules 206
Reinhardt, Django 226–7
religion 28, 33, 43–4, 46–7, 52, 57–8, 368,

401–2, 456–7
repressed memory syndrome 471–2
reputation 86, 90, 178, 277, 321, 338, 356,

362, 416
resentment 143
revenge 44, 67, 73, 78, 84, 134, 139, 147–9,

152, 180, 182, 260–1, 266, 268, 284–5,
349, 354, 356, 378

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) 47, 151

Rhee, Syngman 425
Rhodes v. Chapman 444
risk 115

diversification 457
risk attitudes 81, 111, 239–44, 419

risk aversion 103, 114
Robespierre, Maximilien de 134, 153
Rocard, Michel 221
Rochefoucauld, Duc de la 35, 93, 95, 97, 129,

144, 157, 166, 338, 487
Roe v. Wade 445
Rolland, Maurice 154
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 67, 146, 375,

378, 447
Roosevelt, Theodore 35
Rostow, Walt 172, 306, 474
Round Table Talks (1989), 372, 395, 403, 417
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 292, 314
Rubinstein, Ariel 479
rumors 51, 161–2, 168, 373–9. See also

superstition
amplification of 378–9
optimistic 373–4
origins of 376–7
pessimistic 374–5
propagation of 377–8
strategic use of 378

Rumsfeld, Donald 116
Rush, Benjamin 65
Russell, Bertrand 174

sadness 157
Saint-Priest, François-Emmanuel Guignard de

97
Sarkozy, Nicholas 448
Sartre, Jean-Paul 169
satisficing 217
Scheler, Max 183
Schelling, Thomas ix, 161, 416, 477
Schopenhauer, Arthur 86
Sedition Acts (1798) 446
Segrè, Emilio 13
selection 188
selection bias 119–20
self-deception 107, 128–33, 213
self-realization 203
Seneca 30, 45, 73, 74, 78, 93, 139, 143, 148,

150, 154, 166, 179, 202, 267, 278, 393,
485, 487, 488

sentimentality 58
September 11 (2001) 43, 44, 65, 67, 150, 151
Shakespeare, William 256, 284–6
shame 66, 138, 142, 145, 157, 223, 228, 268,

349, 351, 392
action tendencies of 146
shame cultures 157

shamefulness 86, 87
signals 339
signs 338
simony 75
Skidelsky, Robert 479
slavery 43, 134, 196–9, 306, 373–4, 431, 485
Small World (Lodge) 181
Smith, Adam 73–4, 86, 117, 148, 170, 181,

200, 263, 299–300, 393, 487, 488
snowballing 372, 394–7
between-country 395–6

distinct from political contagion 395
within-country 396–7

social norms 71–2, 88, 90–1, 96, 146–7, 157,
268, 347. See also moral norms;
political norms; quasi-moral norms

and externalities 352–4, 362
causal efficacy of 348–50
explanations of

emotional-choice 350
functional 355–6, 357
rational-choice 349–50

harmful 213, 358, 359
in revolutions 348
of drinking 358–9, 370–1
of etiquette 356–8

Index 503

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-07118-6 - Explaining Social Behavior: More Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences:
Revised Edition
Jon Elster
Index
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107070813
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


social norms (cont.)
of honor 354–6
of queuing 359–61
of tipping 361–2

Sokal, Alan 454
Solidarity (Poland) 395, 417
Solomon’s judgment 433
Sophie’s Choice (Styron) 71
Sophocles 77
sour grapes 26, 29, 34–5, 45, 159,

164–5, 202
spillover effect 28, 33, 460
Staël, Germaine de 178
stagflation 306
Stalin, Josef 134, 169, 226, 373–4
Stendhal (Henri Beyle) 76, 131–2, 138, 144,

156, 164, 177, 278–9, 287–8, 290,
291–2, 487, 488

Stephen, James Fitzjames 16
Stiglitz, Joseph 479
storytelling 17, 61, 214, 315, 458, 463
strategy 308

dominant 301, 309
equilibrium 309
dynamic 321
in a weak sense 315
static 321

mixed 308, 462
strict liability 55, 169
structuralism 16–17, 20, 191, 455
suicide 9, 66, 120, 156, 194–5, 213,

280
attackers, 44–6, 57–8, 75, 150
prevention 194–5

Sundt, Eilert 216–17
sunk-cost fallacy 179, 259, 262, 267, 269,

482–3
superego 69, 273
superstition 58, 121, 375
Supreme Court (United States) 173, 345, 439,

444, 445–7, 474
surprise 145
sweet lemons 159
sycophants (Athens) 182
sympathy 143
Syrus, Publilius 34, 144
Szazs, Thomas 472

Talleyrand, Charles Maurice de 319, 339
Tanner v. United States 173
Tartuffe (Molière) 52
taxation 134–5, 264, 345, 383, 85, 393–4,

437, 442
Internal Revenue Service 344, 361, 393

Teagarden, Jack 59

team sports 220
teleology, objective 169–71, 376, 475
Tennyson, Alfred 30
Thales of Miletia 164–5
Thatcher, Margaret 194, 419
The Theory of Moral Sentiments (Adam Smith)

170
Thompson, Thomas 250
threats 31, 213, 265, 316, 320, 321, 401, 410,

416–17
as distinguished from warnings 423
ambiguity of this distinction 423–5

credibility of 213, 320, 416–19
Thucydides 409
Tiberius (Roman emperor) 96
time discounting, 81–2, 102–6. See also

“discounting pill”
domain-specific 82
exponential 104, 106
hyperbolic 104–5, 106
and time inconsistency 322
as trap 237

in bargaining 419
in naive agents 274–5
of the past 109–11
pure 103
quasi-hyperbolic 106
rationality of 103–4
in sophisticated agents 270–2, 273–4

time inconsistency 322
time inconstancy 322–3
Tinbergen, Jan 464
Tocqueville, Alexis de 15, 33, 111, 153, 168–9,

173, 180–1, 190, 196–7, 198–9, 299,
305, 319, 335, 348, 359, 365, 368–9,
383, 384, 408, 419, 440, 453, 456–7,
487, 488

trade unions 306, 314, 316, 344, 382, 385–6,
389–90, 402, 405, 419

tragedy of the commons 211, 301, 353
transmutation (of beliefs and motives) 93, 155,

159, 182–3, 202, 404
transplantation 85, 87, 119, 405, 435
trust 33

blind 341
by institutions 344–5
games 340–4
in ability or in honesty 336
in institutions 344
reasons for 337–8

trustworthiness 338–40
Tullock, Gordon 462
turnpike behavior 101
Tversky, Amos 264, 268
tyranny, psychology of 30, 71, 436
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Ultimatum Game 326–8, 350
unconscious mechanisms and states 13, 60–2,

79, 128–30, 133, 159, 162, 206, 493
underdog mechanism 332
unemployment 9, 15, 24–5, 121, 299–300, 306,

485
unraveling, see conformism; cooperation
urgency 42, 81, 153–4, 156, 267–8

and impatience 149
Uribe, Álvaro 445
utility 237–44

and risk aversion 242–4
cardinal 239–42
linear in probability 241, 420

discounted 104–5, 261
expected 55, 116, 239–41
intrinsic 242–3
marginal 240, 242–4
decreasing 242
increasing 243

ordinal 237–9

vaccination 385, 390–1
Valéry, Paul 291–2, 344
Vane, Sir Henry 89
Vann, John Paul 30
Vaughan, Sarah 202
veil of ignorance 49, 115, 407, 484
Veneziano, Gabriele 478
Vermeer, Johannes 59
Verne, Jules 290
Vietnam War ix, 49–50, 112, 124, 141, 172,

173, 193, 306, 396, 417, 445, 473–4
virtue 36, 58, 86, 88, 93

ability and energy 36, 88–9, 344
Voltaire (François-Marie Arouet) 12, 138
voting 4, 32, 95, 191, 258, 266, 268, 270, 272,

304, 344, 350, 372, 379, 387, 391–2,
394, 399–400, 407–10

and arguing 402

and bargaining 402,
logrolling 403, 407, 417, 421
majority 405
on religion 401
paradoxes of 410–15
proportional 405
secret 407
variation in 407

Wallace, Alfred 477
wanting and wishing 73–4
warm glow 58, 94–6, 178, 344, 391, 459
Washington, George 87, 178, 437
water shortages 91–2, 301, 385, 393, 399
Watson, James 216
weakness of will 42, 106–9, 266, 283, 287
versus preference reversal 108

Weber, Max 40, 44, 122, 235–6
Wheeler, Earl 172
Whitehead, Alfred North 486
The Wild Duck (Ibsen) 182
Wilde, Oscar 58, 147
William the Conqueror 324, 325
Williams, Roger 404
Williamson, Hugh 424
wishful thinking 29, 42, 74, 99, 103, 125–8.

See also counterwishful thinking.
collective 376

overcorrection of 29
subject to reality constraints 126–7, 144,

156, 164, 374
witchcraft 55, 244
Witten, Edward 477, 478
Worcester v. Georgia 444

younger-sibling syndrome 303–6, 333

Zeckhauser, Richard 264
Zidane, Zinedine 66
Zola, Émile 287
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