
       Indigenous Intellectuals 

 In the United States of America today, debates among, between, and 
within Indian nations continue to focus on how to determine and defi ne 
the boundaries of Indian ethnic identity and tribal citizenship. From the 
1880s and into the 1930s, many Native people participated in similar 
debates as they confronted white cultural expectations regarding what 
it meant to be an Indian in modern American society. Using close read-
ings of texts, images, and public performances, this book examines the 
literary output of four infl uential American Indian intellectuals who 
challenged long-held conceptions of Indian identity at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Kiara M. Vigil traces how the narrative discourses 
created by these fi gures spurred wider discussions about citizenship, 
race, and modernity in the United States and elsewhere. By setting 
them in dialogue with white American culture, Vigil demonstrates how 
these fi gures deployed aspects of Native American cultural practice to 
authenticate their status both as indigenous peoples and as citizens of 
the United States. 

 Kiara M. Vigil is an assistant professor of American studies at Amherst 
College and specializes in teaching and research related to Native 
American studies. She is a past recipient of the Gaius Charles Bolin fel-
lowship from Williams College, as well as fellowships from the Mellon 
Foundation, the Autry National Center, the Newberry Library, and the 
Rackham Graduate School at the University of Michigan.   
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   Studies in North American Indian History 

 Editors 

 Frederick Hoxie,  University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign  
 Neal Salisbury,  Smith College  

 Tiya Miles,  University of Michigan  
 Ned Blackhawk,  Yale University  

 This series is designed to exemplify new approaches to the Native American past. In 
recent years scholars have begun to appreciate the extent to which Indians, whose 
cultural roots extend back for thousands of years, shaped the North American 
landscape as encountered by successive waves of immigrants. In addition, because 
Native Americans continually adapted their cultural traditions to the realities of 
the Euro-American presence, their history adds a thread of non-Western experience 
to the tapestry of American culture. Cambridge Studies in North American Indian 
History brings outstanding examples of this new scholarship to a broad audience. 
Books in the series link Native Americans to broad themes in American history and 
place the Indian experience in the context of social and economic change over time.  

   Also in the Series: 

    Lucy   Murphy    Great Lakes Creoles:  A  French-Indian Community on the Northern 
Borderlands, Prairie du Chien , 1750–1860  

    Richard   White    The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes 
Region , 1650–1815, second edition  

    Gary   Warrick    A Population History of the Huron-Petun , A.D. 500–1650  
    John   Bowes    Exiles and Pioneers: Indians in the Trans-Mississippi West   
    David J.   Silverman    Faith and Boundaries: Colonists, Christianity, and the Community 

among the Wampanoag Indians of Martha’s Vineyard , 1600–1871  
    Jeffrey   Ostler    The Plains Sioux and U.S. Colonialism from Lewis and Clark to 

Wounded Knee   
    Claudio   Saunt    A New Order of Things: Property, Power, and the Transformation of the 

Creek Indians , 1733–1816  
    Jean M.   O’Brien    Dispossession by Degrees:  Indian Land and Identity in Natick, 

Massachusetts , 1650–1790  
    Frederick E.   Hoxie    Parading through History:  The Making of the Crow Nation in 

America , 1805–1935  
    Colin G.   Calloway    The American Revolution in Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in 

Native American Communities   
    Sidney L.   Harring    Crow Dog’s Case:  American Indian Sovereignty, Tribal Law, and 

United States Law in the Nineteenth Century      
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   In loving memory of 

 R. Max Vigil 

 Father, artist, and intellectual   
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