
HAN MATERIAL CULTURE
An Archaeological Analysis and Vessel Typology

Han Material Culture is an analysis of Han dynasty (206 BC–AD 220) Chinese archaeology based
on a comparison of the forms of vessels found in positively dated tombs. The resultant
chronological framework allows for the cross-dating of tombs across China, of which

approximately one thousand are documented here. In the context of this body of data, the
development of not only vessel types but also tomb structure and décor are reevaluated

together with the pervasive intercultural exchange visible in all areas of this material. The Han
dynasty emerges as a creative, surprisingly open society, heir to the Bronze Age and herald of

what might be called the Age of Ceramics.

Sophia-Karin Psarras is an independent scholar specializing in the political
history and the archaeology of Han dynasty China and of contemporaneous

non-Chinese cultures. Her work has appeared in such journals asMonumenta Serica, Early China,
Dialogues d’histoire ancienne, and Artibus Asiae. Of particular importance in her research is the
exploration of interregional relations within Han China and of China’s international relations,

not only with its immediate neighbors but also with territories extending through
India and Central Asia to the classical West.
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NOTE

With few exceptions, I have used Hans Bielenstein’s translations
of official titles from The Bureaucracy of Han Times (Cambridge
University Press, 1980). For the identification of coins, I have
followed Guojia wenwuju “Zhongguo guqian pu,” eds.,
Zhongguo guqian pu (Illustrative Plates of Chinese Ancient Coins,
Beijing: Wenwu, 1989). For material included in my typologies
and in the lists of dated sites, full references are provided

separately under the heading “References for Dated Sites”; in
the typologies and text presented here (but not in the foot-
notes), only the name of the site, with an abbreviated form of
the publication reference, is used. Because of space constraints,
only a minimum of Chinese characters is provided. Characters
for site names (but not locations) are given in the Alphabetical
Listings of Dated Han and of Dated Non-Chinese, Sites.
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WW or WW Wenwu (the journal) or Wenwu (the publishing house)
WWCKZL Wenwu cankao ziliao
WWZLCK Wenwu ziliao congkan
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HAN EMPERORS

PRE-HAN CHRONOLOGY

Late Shang ca. 13 c.–mid-11 c. BC
Western Zhou ca. 1050/1040–771 BC
Early Western Zhou ca. 1050/1040–950 BC
Middle Western Zhou ca. 950–850 BC
Late Western Zhou ca. 850–771 BC
Eastern Zhou ca. 771–221 BC
Springs and Autumns ca. 771–475 BC

Early Springs and Autumns ca. 771–670 BC
Middle Springs and Autumns ca. 670–570 BC
Late Springs and Autumns ca. 570–475 BC
Warring States ca. 475–221 BC
Early Warring States ca. 475–390 BC
Middle Warring States ca. 390–310 BC
Late Warring States ca. 310–221 BC

GENERALIZED HAN CHRONOLOGY

Western Han ca. 206 BC–AD 6

Early Western Han ca. 206–157 BC
Middle Western Han ca. 156–74 BC
Late Western Han ca. 73 BC–AD 5

de facto Wang Mang AD 6–24

Eastern Han ca. AD 25–220

Early Eastern Han ca. AD 25–105

Middle Eastern Han ca. AD 106–167

Late Eastern Han ca. AD 168–220

Western Han
206–195 BC Gaozu
194–188 BC Huidi
187–180 BC Empress Dowager Lü
179–157 BC Wendi
156–141 BC Jingdi
140–87 BC Wudi
86–74 BC Zhaodi
73–49 BC Xuandi
48–33 BC Yuandi

32–7 BC Chengdi
6–1 BC Aidi
1 BC–AD 5 Pingdi

Eastern Han
AD 6–8 Child Emperor,
Regency of Wang Mang

Xin Dynasty
AD 9–24 Wang Mang

AD 25–57 Guangwu
AD 58–75 Mingdi
AD 76–88 Zhangdi
AD 89–105 Hedi
AD 106 Shangdi
AD 107–125 Andi
AD 126–144 Shundi

AD 145 Chongdi
AD 146 Zhidi
AD 147–167 Huandi
AD 168–188 Lingdi
AD 189 The Young Emperor
AD 189–220 Xiandi
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Map 1. Modern China: Provinces
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Map 2. Modern China: Selected Archaeological Sites
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Map 3. Pre-Han China: Springs and Autumns (ca. 771–475 BC)
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