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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This edition began without my intending it. In 2003 I enquired about

the status of Carol Barash’s edition of Finch’s poetry because I wished

to have the benefits of her edition for a book I was planning to write

about Finch’s work. Barash indicated that she was no longer working

on the edition and generously lent me a box of materials that she had

been researching for the Finch edition (materials that I can, at long

last, return to her). After studying the treasure chest, I decided to edit

a one-volume scholarly edition of Finch’s poems. In 2008, Linda Bree

of Cambridge University Press and I commenced our discussion of the

edition and in time extended its scope to include Finch’s plays and

fuller commentary. The one-volume edition became two.

In the first six years of my work on the edition, from 2004 to the

summer of 2010, I had completed a large portion of the archival

research to establish the texts for the edition; developed transcription

standards for manuscript and print materials used, and emendation

protocols for final texts constructed for the edition; proposed, tested,

and revised editorial principles and methods for constructing and

presenting the texts; determined the copy-texts; constructed the

arrangement in which to present Finch’s works; and designed the

parameters of the commentary and systematized its features and

range of contexts.

In 2009, I asked Claudia Thomas Kairoff to join the edition as co-

editor, to work especially on the commentary, and in the summer of

2010 she began. Although I have had chief editorial responsibility for

establishing the texts and textual notes, Claudia has also participated

in the proofreading of transcriptions, collations, and analysis of the

transmission of the texts. While I developed the initial parameters of,

and standardized the contexts for, commentary on the poems, Claudia

composed the first draft of each poem’s commentary, bravely facing

xvii
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the white page, after which she and I continued to revise the com-

mentaries at different stages of the edition. She also wrote the initial

drafts of most sections of our general introductions and the section

“Revisions and Rediscoveries in the Twentieth and Twenty-first

Centuries,” which appears in the longer essay by Rachel Bowman,

“A Reception and Transmission History of Finch’s Work,” in this

volume. Claudia took on entire responsibility for identifying the

complex biographical information. I am grateful to Claudia for bring-

ing not only her expertise in eighteenth-century poetry but also her

unshakable equanimity to a project that seemed to grow larger and

more complicated every day. In working together, we regularly revis-

ited and revised policies and procedures for the edition as a whole. Her

work on the commentaries has been invaluable: the breadth and depth

of her research will provide a far richer context than ever before

available for understanding Finch’s poetry.

Because of Jean I. Marsden’s expertise in drama, Claudia and I

asked her to join the edition as associate editor to compose the

commentary on Finch’s two plays, which appear in Volume 1 of this

edition. Jean also composed the section on the plays in the “General

Introduction” to Volume 1. I deeply appreciate her willingness to

work on the commentary when she was busy with many other scho-

larly obligations. Her commentary on Finch’s plays will prove indis-

pensable to future research on them.

Beginning in 2010, Rachel Bowman worked with me as a research

assistant to refine the design of the edition, organize the workflow of

documents, advise on a number of decisions large and small, research

materials for the edition, proofread, and collate. Her ability to con-

sider the relation of minute particulars to themeaning of the edition as

a whole was invaluable.

In 2013, Molly Hand began contributing to this project. She has

been the researcher’s researcher and editor’s editor: her scholarship,

judgment, and editorial acumen have been essential to bringing this

work to its finished form.

Editors of scholarly editions know well the series of complex

decisions and interdisciplinary expertise that this work demands.

Many superb scholars generously gave time to this edition when

Preface and Acknowledgments
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they were busy with their own work. My words cannot express the

deep gratitude I feel for their willingness to share their knowledge and

sacrifice their time.

R. Carter Hailey brought his deep expertise in bibliography to the

collation of multiple issues of Finch’s one authorized print volume. I

thank him for his collations of multiple copies of the print volume and

for the analysis of variants he provides in his essay included in this

volume (see Hailey’s “Textual Variation in Finch’s Authorized Print

Volume”).

A. E. B. Coldiron came to my rescue without fail, righting the ship

of this edition when it entered seas unknown. I am grateful to her for

sharing her vast knowledge of textual theory and the history and

theory of early modern translation. Most importantly, she helped

me find solutions to the many problems that arose when the material

conditions of Finch’s oeuvre would not submit to traditional editorial

theories and practices.

James Woolley always replied, with kindness and what seemed an

unlimited knowledge of editorial theory and textual complexity, to the

excessive number of questions I posed to him. I am grateful to him for

detailed conversations about policies, presentation, and editorial

judgment.

Stephen Karian generously advised me on the presentation and

organization of materials and repeatedly referred me to crucial

resources. I thank him for his outstanding guidance.

Ian Gadd helped repeatedly with my questions concerning the

print contexts of Finch’s work. I thank him for his generosity.

Years of archival research for this edition taught me how indebted I

am to the knowledge and selflessness of archivists, manuscript and

book curators, catalogers, digitization specialists, and so many others

who enabled me to find what I was seeking and more. I wish to thank

the staff of the following libraries and repositories for their generous

help: the Beinecke Library of Yale University, The Bodleian, the

British Library, the Brotherton Library at the University of Leeds,

Bryn Mawr Special Collections, the Cambridge University Library,

Dundee University Archives, the Hampshire Record Office, the

Harrowby Manuscript Trust at Sandon Hall, the Hertfordshire
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Record Office, the Houghton Library of Harvard University, the

Huntington Library, the Kent History and Library Centre, the

Lewis Walpole Library of Yale University, the Library of Congress,

the Longleat Library and Archives, the Morgan Library, the New

York Public Library, the Newberry Library, the Northamptonshire

Record Office, the University of Chicago Library, the University of

Nottingham Library, the Wellesley College Library Special

Collections, and the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library.

Special thanks are due to Juliette Baxter of the Northamptonshire

Record Office who helped with my questions over the years concern-

ing Finch’s Northamptonshire Manuscript. I am grateful to Ruth R.

Rogers and Mariana Oller of the Wellesley College Library Special

Collections: they spent many hours sharing their expertise with me

during the years I worked on Finch’s Wellesley Manuscript. I am

grateful to Martin Holmes of the Bodleian Library for his help with

researching reprintings of Finch’s songs.

Members of the Wye Historical Society, particularly Averil

Clayton, Maureen de Saxe, and the late J. Donald Sykes, kindly

provided information about Finch’s contexts in Kent.

I wish to thank my colleagues in the English Department at the

University of North Carolina at Greensboro for their intellectual
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