
COLERIDGE AND THE PHILOSOPHY
OF POETIC FORM

Ewan James Jones argues that Coleridge engaged most significantly
with philosophy not through systematic argument, but in verse. Jones
carries this argument through a series of sustained close readings, both
of canonical texts, such as Christabel and The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner, and also of less familiar verse, such as Limbo. Such work
shows that the essential elements of poetic expression – a poem’s metre,
rhythm, rhyme and other such formal features – enabled Coleridge
to think in an original and distinctive manner, which his systematic
philosophy impeded. Attentiveness to such formal features, which
have for some time been overlooked in Coleridge scholarship, permits
a rethinking of the relationship between eighteenth-century verse
and philosophy more broadly, as it engages with issues including
affect, materiality and self-identity. Coleridge’s poetic thinking, Jones
argues, both consolidates and radicalises the current literary critical
rediscovery of form.

ewan james jones is Thole Research Fellow at Trinity Hall,
University of Cambridge.
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called those ‘great national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’: the French
Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanisation, industrialisation,
religious revival, an expanded empire abroad and the reform movement at home.
This was an enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations
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indeed, is the period that saw the emergence of those notions of ‘literature’ and of
literary history, especially national literary history, on which modern scholarship
in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one
will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either
side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published see end of book.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


COLERIDGE AND THE
PHILOSOPHY OF

POETIC FORM

EWAN JAMES JONES

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107068445

© Ewan James Jones 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014

Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

isbn 978-1-107-06844-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
urls for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Aline

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgements page viii
List of abbreviations x

Introduction: Coleridge’s philosophy of poetic form 1

1 ‘Less gross than bodily’: Interruption in the conversation poem
sequence 12

2 ‘Some transition, in the nature of the imagery or passion’:
Rhythm and affect in ‘Christabel’ 56

3 ‘Earth worm wit lies under ground’: ‘Limbo’ and the
philosophy of the pun 107

4 The scandal of tautology: The ‘Rime’ and the
tautegorical symbol 146

Coda: The philosophy of poetic form 187

Notes 200
Bibliography 229
Index 240

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

During the slow gestation of this book, I have accumulated many debts
to the people who made it possible. The first and foremost of these is to
Simon Jarvis, who supervised its first incarnation as a doctoral dissertation,
and who has remained a constant example of intellectual generosity since.
In their capacity as examiners, Peter de Bolla and Seamus Perry both
provided instructive advice on how to turn that apparently finished work
into something else entirely.

Many friends and colleagues have read various parts of this work, at
various stages of incompletion. I remain indebted to Rowan Boyson, Jenny
Chamarette, Jonathan Culler, Tom Durno, Ben Glaser, Mary Jacobus,
Thomas Keymer, Jeremy Prynne and Stefan Uhlig, who responded with
insight and, above all, patience. Thanks also to Ruth Abbott, Amanda
Anderson, Nick Chapin, Geoff Eley, Alison Hennegan, Jan Schramm,
Bradon Smith, Anne Stillman and Nicky Zeeman, who have helped in
ways too numerous and profound to enumerate: you all know what they
are.

Jamie Castell and David Nowell Smith have offered friendship and
intellectual stimulation throughout.

I am grateful to the Master and fellowship of Trinity Hall, Cambridge,
the Provost and fellowship of King’s College, Cambridge, the Cambridge
English Faculty and the School of Criticism and Theory at Cornell. Anne-
Lise François and Robert Kaufman made my visiting research in Berkeley
productive and enjoyable. Thanks to my students at Trinity Hall, who have
often had to suffer an impromptu version of part of this book, without
knowing it as such.

Several people at Cambridge University Press helped make the transition
from manuscript to book not only smooth but also rewarding. Linda Bree
offered great support from the very beginning; while I have greatly benefit-
ted from the patience and consideration of Anna Bond, Emma Walker and

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements ix

Sarah Turner. The two anonymous reviewers made several illuminating
comments, as did Jim Chandler, to whom this series continues to stand as
a testament.

An early version of part of Chapter 1 appeared in the Review of English
Studies (64.264 [April 2013]). Part of Chapter 3 appeared in Modern Philol-
ogy (110.4 [May 2013]). Part of Chapter 4 appeared in the Winter 2012
issue of the Coleridge Bulletin. I am grateful to Oxford University Press and
the University of Chicago Press for their permission to reprint portions of
those articles.

Deep thanks go to my parents, Helen and John and to my sister, Alison,
for their continuing support and guidance.

With love and gratitude, I dedicate this work to my wife, Aline.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations

(i) Works by Coleridge

The Collected Works (CW) is published in individual volumes, as listed
below.

Aids Aids to Reflection (CW ix), ed. by John Beer,
(Princeton University Press, 1993).

BL Biographia Literaria: or, Biographical Sketches of
My Literary Life and Opinions (CW vii), ed. by
James Engell and W. Jackson Bate, 2 vols.
(Princeton University Press, 1984).

C&S On the Constitution of the Church and State
(CW x), ed. by John Colmer (London: Routledge
& Kegan Paul, 1976).

CL The Collected Letters of Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
ed. by Earl Leslie Griggs, 6 vols. (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1956–71).

CN The Notebooks of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 5 vols.:
(a), i–ii, ed. by Kathleen Coburn (each in
two parts) (New York: Pantheon Books, 1957);
(b) iii, ed. by Kathleen Coburn (in two parts)
(Princeton University Press, 1973); (c) iv–v, ed. by
Kathleen Coburn and Merton Christensen (each
in two parts) (Princeton University Press,
1990–2002).

Essays Essays on his Times (CW iii), ed. by David V.
Erdman, 3 vols. (Princeton University Press, 1978).

Friend The Friend (CW iv), ed. by Barbara E. Rooke,
2 vols. (London: Routledge, 1969).

LS Lay Sermons (CW vi), ed. by R. J. White (London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1972).

x

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of abbreviations xi

Lectures 1808–1819 Lectures 1808–1819 on Literature (CW v), ed. by
R. A. Foakes, 2 vols. (London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 1987).

Logic Logic (CW xiii), ed. by J. R. de J. Jackson
(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1981).

Marginalia Marginalia (CW xii), 6 vols: (a) i–ii, ed. by
George Whalley (1980–4); (b) iii–vi, ed. by H. J.
Jackson and George Whalley (1992–2001)
(Princeton University Press, 1980–2001).

Opus Opus Maximum (CW xv), ed. by Thomas
McFarland and Nicholas Halmi (Princeton
University Press, 2002).

Phil Lectures Lectures 1818–1819: On the History of Philosophy
(CW viii), ed. by J. R. de J. Jackson (2001).

PW Poetical Works (CW xvi), 3 vols.: (a) i–ii (each in
2 parts), ed. by J. C. C. Mays; (b) iii (in 2 parts),
ed. by J. C. C. Mays and J. Crick (Princeton
University Press, 2001).

SW&F Shorter Works and Fragments (CW xi), ed. by H. J.
Jackson and J. R. de J. Jackson, 2 vols. (London:
Routledge, 1995).

TT Table Talk Recorded by Henry Nelson Coleridge
(and John Taylor Coleridge) (CW xiv), ed. by Carl
Woodring, 2 vols. (Princeton University Press,
1990).

(ii) Works by Wordsworth

Wordsworth, PW The Poetical Works of William Wordsworth, ed. by
Ernest de Selincourt, revised by Helen Darbishire,
5 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1952–9).

Wordsworth, Prose The Prose Works of William Wordsworth, ed. by
W. J. B. Owen and Jane Worthington Smyser,
3 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1974).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06844-5 - Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107068445
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107068445: 


