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Edmund Husserl (1859-1938) is regarded as the founder of transcendental
phenomenology, one of the major traditions to emerge in twentieth-century
philosophy. In this book Andrea Staiti unearths and examines the deep
theoretical links between Husserl’s phenomenology and the philosophical
debates of his time, showing how his thought developed in response to the
conflicting demands of Neo-Kantianism and life-philosophy. Drawing on
the work of thinkers including Heinrich Rickert, Wilhelm Dilthey, and
Georg Simmel, as well as Husserl’s writings on the natural and human
sciences that are not available in English translation, Staiti illuminates a
crucial chapter in the history of twentieth-century philosophy and enriches
our understanding of Husser!’s thought. His book will interest scholars and
students of Husserl, phenomenology, and twentieth-century philosophy
more generally.

ANDREA STAITI is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Boston College.
He has published many articles in journals such as Husserl Studies,
Continental Philosophy Review, Philosophy and Social Criticism, and
Research in Phenomenology. He is the author and co-editor of several
books, including New Approaches to Neo-Kantianism (Cambridge, forth-
coming 2015) and Geistigkeit, Leben und geschichtliche Welt in der
Transzendentalphdnomenologie Husserls (2010).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Husserl’s Transcendental
Phenomenology

Nature, Spirit, and Life

ANDREA STAITI

S CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

- CAMBRIDGE

: UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107066304

© Andrea Staiti, 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2014
First paperback edition 2018

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
Staiti, Andrea Sebastiano, 1981—
Husserl’s transcendental phenomenology : nature, spirit, and life / Andrea Staiti.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-06630-4
1. Husserl, Edmund, 1859-1938. 2. Phenomenology. I. Title.
B3279.H94S56955 2014
142°.7-dc23
2014004975

ISBN  978-1-107-06630-4 Hardback
ISBN  978-1-107-63867-9  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

A mia moglie Sara,
con amore e gratitudine

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Acknowledgments

List of abbreviations

Introduction
1 Southwestern Neo-Kantianism in search of ontology

2 Life-philosophical accounts of history and psyche:
Simmel and Dilthey

3 Standpoints and attitudes: scientificity between
Neo-Kantianism and Husserlian phenomenology

page viii

X

19

52

83

4 The reception of Husserl’s Ideen among the Neo-Kantians 109

5 Husserl’s critique of Rickert’s secretly naturalistic
transcendentalism: the Natur und Geist lectures
(1919-1927)

6  Historia formaliter spectata: Husserl and
the life-philosophers

7  The life-world as the source of nature and culture:
towards a transcendental-phenomenological worldview

8  Ethical and cultural implications in Husserl’s
phenomenology of the life-world

Conclusion

Bibliography
Index

136

170

222

264
291

295
306

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

This book crowns a line of research that I started pursuing over ten
years ago with my MA thesis at the Universita degli Studi di Milano in
Italy. It would be hard to acknowledge each and every person whose
support, care, and intellectual generosity made my research possible
and my life livable. However, it would also be hard #ot to acknowledge
at least those to whom I owe my passion for philosophy, and those who
graciously enabled me to cultivate it. First, I want to express my grat-
itude to my colleagues at the Boston College philosophy department for
providing an ideal intellectual home. In particular, I would like to thank
our chairman Arthur Madigan, S. J. and the Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences David Quigley for granting me a research leave in the fall
of 2012, which allowed me to complete the typescript.

During these years I was lucky to meet extraordinary scholars of
phenomenology, whose spoken and written words shaped the way 1
think about Husserl and his ambitious project. Elio Franzini, Carmine
Di Martino, and Vincenzo Costa provided invaluable insight when I
was a student, and to this day I know I can always rely on their generous
feedback. Beatrice Centi, Costantino Esposito, Faustino Fabbianelli,
and Massimo Ferrari have been wonderful interlocutors and I can
only be thankful that they were willing to follow my work from afar
and get me involved in many great initiatives. A special word of thanks
goes to my Doktorvater Hans-Helmuth Gander, to whom I owe four
unforgettable years in Freiburg and pretty much everything I know
about Husserl’s Nachlafs.

I can hardly express how much indebted I am to Nicolas De Warren
and Claudio Majolino for being wonderful friends, effective critics, care-
ful readers, and just admirable scholars. I would also like to thank all the
members and participants of the Husserl Circle, which has been the
perfect venue to present and discuss my work. In particular, I learned a
lot from Burt Hopkins, John Drummond, Steve Galt Crowell, James
Dodd, Tom Nenon, Sebastian Luft, and Thane Naberhaus.

viil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments ix

A heartfelt word of thanks goes to Prof. Ullrich Melle and Dr. Thomas
Vongehr at the Husserl Archive in Leuven for sharing with me Husserl’s
notes on Simmel and granting permission to quote from them.

Last but not least, let me thank my students Evan Clarke, Andrea
Cimino, Karen Kovaka, Chris Sheridan, and Ben Martin for all the
intellectual stimuli they provide and for reading ample sections of this
book. Brian Tracz, Kevin Marren, and Daniel Cattolica have been the
most accurate and dependable copy editors. Any mistakes or stylistic
problems that the reader may still find are entirely my responsibility.

This book is dedicated to my wife Sara, for her angelic patience and
her loving support. It is said that behind every great man there is a great
woman. If this is true, then the fact that I am married to Sara proves
what I always suspected: great women outnumber great men.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Abbreviations

Franz Bohm

OG Ontologie der Geschichte (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1933)

Wilhelm Dilthey

GS I-XXVI  Gesammelte Schriften (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht, 1914-2005)

SW 1-5 Selected Works (Princeton University Press, 1985-2010)
Edmund Husserl

BW I-X Briefwechsel (Dordrecht: Springer, 1994)

Crisis The Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental

Phenomenology: An Introduction to Phenomenological
Philosophy (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press,

1970)

Hua I-XLI  Husserliana — Gesammelte Werke (Dordrecht: Springer,
1950-2010)

Ideas I Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a

Phenomenological Philosophy. First Book: General
Introduction to a Pure Phenomenology, Collected Works, vol.
2 (Dordrecht: Kluwer, 1982)

Ideas II Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a
Phenomenological Philosophy. Second Book: Studies in the
Phenomenology of Constitution, Collected Works, vol. 3
(Dordrecht: Kluwer, 1989)

Mat I-VIIl  Husserliana — Materialien (Dordrecht: Springer, 2001- )

Phen. P. Phenomenological Psychology: Lectures Summer Semester
1925, trans. ]. Scanlon (The Hague: Nijhoff, 1977)
PRS Philosophy as a Rigorous Science, in E. Husserl, Shorter

Works (University of Notre Dame Press, 1981)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

List of abbreviations xi

Emil Lask

LP Die Logik der Philosophie und die Kategorienlehre, in E. Lask,
Gesammelte Schriften, vol. 2 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1923)

NEW  Notizen zur Einteilung der Wissenschaften, in E. Lask, Gesammelte
Schriften, vol. 3 (Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1924)

SW Zum System der Wissenschaften, in E. Lask, Gesammelte Schriften,
vol. 3 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1924)

Heinrich Rickert

LCF The Limits of Concept Formation in Natural Science (Cambridge
University Press, 1986)

MPU  “Die Methode der Philosophie und das Unmittelbare,” in
H. Rickert, Philosophische Aufsitze (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck,
1999)

SH Science and History: A Critique of Positivist Epistemology
(Princeton, NJ: Van Nostrand, 1962)

WPW  Wissenschaftliche Philosophie und Weltanschauung, in
H. Rickert, Philosophische Aufsdtze (Ttibingen: Mohr Siebeck,
1999)

Georg Simmel

K Kant. Sechzebn Vorlesungen gehalten an der Berliner Universitdt, in
G. Simmel, Gesamtausgabe, vol. 9 (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp,
1997)

PGP  Die Probleme der Geschichtsphilosopbie. Eine
erkenntnistheoretische Studie, in G. Simmel, Gesamtausgabe, vol. 9
(Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1997)

PHT  The Problem of Historical Time, in G. Simmel, Essays on
Interpretation in Social Science (Totowa, NJ: Rowman & Littlefield,
1980)

PPH  The Problems of the Philosophy of History: An Epistemological
Essay (New York: The Free Press, 1977)

VL The View of Life: Four Metaphysical Essays with Journal Aphorisms
(University of Chicago Press, 2010)

WuK  Was ist uns Kant?, in G. Simmel, Gesamtausgabe, vol. 5 (Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp, 1997)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-06630-4 — Husserl's Transcendental Phenomenology
Andrea Staiti

Frontmatter

More Information

xii List of abbreviations

Wilhelm Windelband

GN “Geschichte und Naturwissenschaft,” in W. Windelband,
Praludien: Aufsitze und Reden zur Philosophie und ibrer
Geschichte, vol. 2 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1915)

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107066304
www.cambridge.org

