
MASCULINITY AND THE NEW IMPERIALISM

At the end of the nineteenth century, the zenith of its imperial
chauvinism and jingoistic fervor, Britain’s empire was bolstered by
a surprising new ideal of manliness, one that seemed less English than
foreign, less concerned with moral development than perpetual
competition, less civilized than savage. This study examines the
revision of manly ideals in relation to an ideological upheaval
whereby the liberal imperialism of Gladstone was eclipsed by the
New Imperialism of Disraeli and his successors. Analyzing such
popular genres as lost-world novels, school stories, and early science
fiction, it charts the decline of mid-century ideals of manly self-control
and the rise of new dreams of gamesmanship and frank brutality.
It reveals, moreover, the dependence of imperial masculinity on
real and imagined exchanges between men of different nations and
races, so that visions of hybrid masculinities and honorable rivalries
energized Britain’s sense of its New Imperialist destiny.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and
critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and
the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses
have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of
circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history
of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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