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Modern biological classification is based on the system developed by
Linnaeus, and interpreted by Darwin as representing the tree of life. But
despite its widespread acceptance, the evolutionary interpretation has
some problems and limitations. This comprehensive book provides a
single resource for understanding all the main philosophical issues and
controversies about biological classification. It surveys the history of
biological classification from Aristotle to contemporary phylogenetics and
shows how modern biological classification has developed and changed
over time. Readers will also be able to see how biological classification
is in part a consequence of human psychology, language development,
and culture. The book will be valuable for student readers and others
interested in a range of topics in philosophy and biology.

RICHARD A. RICHARDS is a Professor of philosophy at the University
of Alabama. His publications include The Species Problem (Cambridge
University Press, 2010) and many journal articles.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107065376
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06537-6 — Biological Classification
Richard A. Richards

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Introductions to Philosophy and Biology

General editor
Michael Ruse, Florida State University

Associate editor
Denis Walsh, University of Toronto

Other titles in the series

Derek Turner, Paleontology: A Philosophical Introduction

R. Paul Thompson, Agro-technology: A Philosophical Introduction
Michael Ruse, The Philosophy of Human Evolution

Paul Griffiths and Karola Stotz, Genetics and Philosophy: An Introduction

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107065376
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06537-6 — Biological Classification
Richard A. Richards

Frontmatter

More Information

Biological Classification

A Philosophical Introduction

RICHARD A. RICHARDS

University of Alabama

4 CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107065376
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06537-6 — Biological Classification
Richard A. Richards

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107687844

© Richard A. Richards 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

Names: Richards, Richard A., author.

Title: Biological classification: a philosophical introduction | Richard A. Richards.
Description: New York: Cambrdige University Press, 2016. |
Series: Cambridge introductions to philosophy and biology |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 201601847 | ISBN 9781107065376 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781107687844 (pbk.)

Subjects: LCSH: Biology - Classification - Philosophy.
Classification: LCC QH83.R483 2016 | DDC 578.01/2-dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016018473

ISBN 978-1-107-06537-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-68784-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs
for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107065376
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06537-6 — Biological Classification
Richard A. Richards

Frontmatter

More Information

In memory of my father, Richard Richards
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