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The Environment and International Relations

This exciting textbook introduces students to the ways in which the

theories and tools of International Relations can be used to analyse

and address global environmental problems. Kate O’Neill develops an

innovative historical and analytical framework for understanding global

environmental issues, integrating insights from different disciplines, and

thereby encouraging readers to engage with the issues and equip them-

selves with the knowledge they need to apply their own critical insights.

This book will be invaluable for students of environmental issues both

from political science and environmental studies perspectives.

New to this edition

* Updated coverage to include the latest developments in the field,

incorporating new perspectives and recent thinking up to

the December 2015 Paris Climate Agreement.

* Includes new examples, textboxes and figures throughout to explain

key concepts and debates, enabling readers to connect theory with

practice.

* Features a new chapter examining the emergence and politics of

market mechanisms as a new mode of global environmental

governance.

KateO’Neill is Associate Professor in theDepartment of Environmental

Science, Policy and Management at the University of California at

Berkeley.
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Themes in international Relations

This new series of textbooks aims to provide students with authoritative surveys of

central topics in the study of International Relations. Intended for upper-level

undergraduates and graduates, the books will be concise, accessible, and

comprehensive. Each volume will examine the main theoretical and empirical

aspects of the subject concerned, and its relation to wider debates in International

Relations, and will also include chapter-by-chapter guides to further reading and

discussion questions.
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Preface

Studying the global politics of the environment is a complex, sometimes

challenging, but always illuminating task. Those who study this area

approach it from many different directions: political science, economics,

sociology, law, and ecology, to name but a few. For my own part, I first

heard about climate change from my high school biology teacher in the

mid-1980s; shortly thereafter, we all found out about the ozone layer as all

the hairsprays, deodorants, and other aerosol products containing ozone-

destroying chlorofluorocarbons (or CFCs) vanished from store shelves.

As an undergraduate studying economics, I learned about “externalities,”

“public goods,” and other ways that unregulated capitalism leads, in the

absence of intervention, to environmental damage – including damage

that travels across national borders. I carried these interests on to gradu-

ate school and Ph.D. work in political science, without really expecting to

be able to study them in the context of an advanced degree in interna-

tional relations theory. This all changed following the 1992 United

Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED),

held in Rio de Janeiro. The Earth Summit, as it is often called, brought

into focus a whole network of international treaties and agreements set up

to manage international environmental problems – and proved to be

a watershed moment for an emerging academic field of international

environmental politics, particularly the study of international cooperation

among nation states for global environmental protection. These days, as

a professor in an interdisciplinary environmental studies department, and

an active participant in the academic field of global environmental poli-

tics, I encounter perspectives outside the political science field that

explain the deeply pervasive nature of global environmental change and

advocate a range of political solutions above and beyond international

diplomacy.

Today’s students were born into a world with serious and widespread

environmental challenges, with literally thousands of international agree-

ments, organizations, partnerships, networks, and initiatives attempting

tomeet these challenges. They also know that many global environmental

vii
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trends are in the wrong direction, and serious structural and institutional

changes are likely to be needed in order to address them. There are no

optimal solutions to global environmental degradation, and many will be

grappling with these problems for decades to come. All who work in the

field of international environmental politics face a constant tension

between the normative aspects of our work – we do, after all, want to

save the world and the world’s environment for future generations – and

the analytical: the need to understand and explain real-world political

dynamics, which often fall short of anyone’s ideal. This book is informed

by the idea that in order to move forward we must understand the shape

and dynamics of the governance systems we have now, and it is inspired

by the efforts of my students to marry hope to political realities.

viii Preface
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Abbreviations

AOSIS Alliance of Small Island States

BASIC Brazil, South Africa, India, and China

BINGO Business International Non-Governmental Organization

BRICs Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CER Certified Emissions Reduction

CFCs chlorofluorocarbons

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species

COP Conference of the Parties

CSA Canadian Standards Association

CSD Commission on Sustainable Development

CSR corporate social responsibility

CTE Committee on Trade and the Environment

ENB Earth Negotiations Bulletin

ESS ecosystem services

ETS emissions trading system/scheme

EU European Union

EUA European Union Allowance

FAO UN Food and Agriculture Organization

FDI foreign direct investment

FSC Forest Stewardship Council

G77 Group of 77 Developing Countries

GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

GDP gross domestic product

GEF Global Environment Facility

GEG global environmental governance

GEP global environmental politics

GHG greenhouse gas

GIS Geographic Information System
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GMO genetically modified organism

HCFCs hydrochlorofluorocarbons

HFCs hydrofluorocarbons

HIPCs highly indebted poorer countries

IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency

IAM Integrated Assessment Model

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction andDevelopment

ICC International Chamber of Commerce

IEP international environmental politics

IGO inter-governmental organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

IMO International Maritime Organization

INDC Intended Nationally Determined Contribution

IPBES Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IPE international political economy

ISO International Organization for Standardization

IUCN International Union for the Conservation of Nature

IWC International Whaling Convention

LRTAP long-range transboundary air pollution

MRV monitoring, reporting, and verification

MEA Multilateral Environmental Agreement

MNC multinational corporation

NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement

NGO non-governmental organization

NIEO New International Economic Order

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NSMD non-state, market-driven (governance)

NTB non-tariff barrier

OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-

ment

PEFC Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification

Schemes

PES payment for ecosystem services

POPs persistent organic pollutants

RDB regional development bank

REDD Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest

Degradation

RGGI Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

RTA regional trade agreement

SAP Structural Adjustment Program
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SBSTTA Subsidiary Body for Scientific, Technical, and

Technological Advice

SCC Social Cost of Carbon

SFI Sustainable Forests Initiative

SIR system for implementation review

SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards

SRI socially responsible investment

STS science and technology studies

TAN Transnational Advocacy Network

TEEB The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity

TRIPS Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights

TWG technical working group

UN United Nations

UNCCD UN Convention to Combat Desertification

UNCED UN Conference on Environment and Development

UNCHE UN Conference on Humans and the Environment

UNCTAD UN Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP UN Development Programme

UNEP UN Environment Programme

UNESCO UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

UNFCCC UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

VCLT Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

WBSCD World Business Council for Sustainable Development

WCD World Commission on Dams

WEO World Environment Organization

WHO World Health Organization

WMO World Meteorological Organization

WSSD World Summit on Sustainable Development

WTO World Trade Organization

WWF Worldwide Fund for Nature/World Wildlife Fund

xii List of Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781107061675
www.cambridge.org

