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   Status in World Politics 

  Rising powers such as Brazil, China, India, Russia, and Turkey are 

increasingly claiming heightened profi les in international politics. 

Although differing in other respects, rising states have a strong desire 

for recognition and respect. This pioneering volume on status features 

contributions that develop propositions on status concerns and illus-

trate them with case studies and aggregate data analysis. Four cases 

are examined in depth: the United States (how it accommodates rising 

powers through hierarchy), Russia (the infl uence of status concerns on 

its foreign policy), China (how Beijing signals its status aspirations), 

and India (which has long sought major power status). The authors 

analyze status from a variety of theoretical perspectives and tackle ques-

tions such as: How do states signal their status claims? How are such 

signals perceived by the leading states? Will these status concerns lead 

to confl ict, or is peaceful adjustment possible? 
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Department of Political Science at McGill University, Montréal. 
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 The rise of new centers of power such as China, India, and Brazil and the 

relative decline of current leading states have brought forth the need for 

greater understanding of status in world politics. Our aim in this volume 

is to give status in its various dimensions the importance it deserves in 

international relations. After all, if the major powers fail to manage their 

respective status expectations and claims, the world will suffer the costs 

of foregone cooperation at best and intensifi ed interstate rivalry and even 

war at worst. And if there is one thing nearly all academics and prac-

titioners can agree on, it is that sound, scholarly knowledge about the 

contemporary politics of international status is in short supply. This vol-

ume evolved out of a conference the editors organized at the John Sloan 

Dickey Center for International Understanding at Dartmouth College, 

New Hampshire, in October 2010 in collaboration with the McGill-

University of Montréal Center for International Peace and Security Studies 

(CIPSS). With a generous gift from Mr. David Raynolds, the Dickey 

Center and Director Ambassador Kenneth S. Yalowitz and Associate 

Director Christianne Hardy Wohlforth provided an ideal intellectual and 

institutional setting for the project’s launch. The original papers under-

went substantive revisions in response to comments by discussants and 

the two readers for Cambridge University Press. We organized six pan-

els based on the papers at various conferences of the American Political 

Science Association, International Studies Association, and International 

Political Science Association. The discussants at these meetings – in par-

ticular Stephen Brooks, Steve Chan, Bridget Coggins, Charles Doran, 

David Kang, Patrick Morgan, Jonathan Renshon, and Norrin Ripsman – 

helped shape our ideas further. Deborah Welch Larson presented her 

paper with Alexei Shevchenko at the University of Southern California, 

where she received useful comments from Jacques Hymans, as well as at 

the International Relations Workshop at UCLA. William C. Wohlforth 

received insightful comments from participants in seminars at Yale 

University, the University of Toronto, Concordia University, and George 

Washington University. Funding for the project came from the John Sloan 
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