
The Value of the Novel

Peter Boxall’sTheValue of theNovel offers a reappraisal of the ethical, political and

literary value of the novel as a form at a turning point in the history both of

literature and of criticism. As the dominant critical concerns of the twentieth

century faded and new cultural and technological environments emerged, Boxall

argues that we lost our collective sense of the purpose of the novel. This book

responds to this predicament by demonstrating why and how the novel matters to

us today. Ranging fromDaniel Defoe to Zadie Smith, Boxall shows how the formal

properties of the novel allow us to imagine the worlds in which we live. This is a

vibrant, compelling and richly informed critical perspective that asks us to see

anew how central fiction is to our idea of the world, and how richly the novel

informs our attempts to understand our present and our future.

Peter Boxall is Professor of English at the University of Sussex. His books include

Don DeLillo: The Possibility of Fiction, Since Beckett: Contemporary Writing in

the Wake of Modernism and Twenty-First-Century Fiction: A Critical

Introduction (Cambridge University Press, 2013). He has also edited and coedited a

number of collections, including Thinking Poetry and 1001 Books.
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The novel lies, in saying something happened, that did not. It
must, therefore, contain uncontradictable truth to warrant the
original lie.

Elizabeth Bowen, ‘Notes on Writing a Novel’
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