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1. French colonial prisoners on their long march to Germany,

in northern France, June 1940. Conditions during this trip were

cruel for all prisoners, including white French and British POWs,

but they were particularly terrible for colonial prisoners.

Dietrich Klose, www.historicmedia.de. page 157
2. French colonial prisoners in Dortmund, Germany, winter 1941;

a rare picture of French colonial prisoners who had been

transferred to Germany in 1940. Stadtarchiv Dortmund. 157
3. An improvised prisoner “camp” in Troyes (France), summer 194o0.

Some of these provisional camps consisted of nothing more than

tents in open fields. Senghor stayed here and in similar camps

during the summer and early fall of 1940. Dietrich Klose,

www.historicmedia.de. 158
4.  Prisoners in a French POW camp. Until July 1941, white French

and colonial prisoners were kept in the same camps in occupied

France. Dietrich Klose, www.historicmedia.de. 158
5. Frontstalag 184 in Angouléme. This was a typical main camp of

a Frontstalag, but after March 1941, most Frontstalag prisoners

worked outside these camps, in smaller work commandos

up to 100 kilometers away from the main camp. The main camp

was responsible for many services (mail, supplies, card catalog of the

prisoners, hospitals), and prisoners would periodically return to it,

for example in the fall when there was little work in agriculture.

Dietrich Klose, www.historicmedia.de. 159
6.  Prisoners with guard in Etampes (Frontstalag 112), late 1940 or

early 1941. It is unclear how prisoners and guards overcame

linguistic barriers, but many documents suggest a surprisingly
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relaxed atmosphere and even comradeship between prisoners
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7. German guards in Frontstalag 184, Angouléme. The guards
from the Landesschiitzen battalions were too old or unfit for
frontline service. Many lacked military rigor and were close
with the prisoners, causing their superiors nightmares.
Dietrich Klose, www.historicmedia.de. 161
8. Group photo of prisoners with their employer (or more likely his
father; center left, on the ground) and with guards in or near
Laval (Mayenne). Small rural work commandos could feel like
a larger family, often including the guards. Archives
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collection Guyon. 161
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15. The blind Ambassador Georges Scapini, guided by his Tunisian
valet Ahmed Ben Bella, visits a German POW camp with French
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