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   Practices of Freedom 

  The shift from government to governance has become a starting point for many 

studies of contemporary policy making and democracy.  Practices of Freedom  takes 

a different approach, calling into question this dominant narrative and taking 

the variety, hybridity and dispersion of social and political practices as its focus 

of analysis. Bringing together leading scholars in democratic theory and critical 

policy studies, it draws upon new understandings of radical democracy, practice 

and interpretative analysis to emphasise the productive role of actors and political 

confl ict in the formation and reproduction of contemporary forms of democratic 

governance. Integrating theoretical dialogues with detailed empirical studies, this 

book examines spaces for democratisation, institutional design, democratic criteria 

and learning, whilst mobilising the frameworks of agonistic and aversive democ-

racy, informality and decentred legitimacy, in cases from youth engagement to the 

Israeli-Palestinian confl ict. 

  Steven Griggs  is a Reader in Local Governance in the Department of Politics 

and Public Policy at De Montfort University, Leicester. His work draws on political 

discourse theory, examining environmental policy, community participation and 

local governance. His publications include  The Politics of Airport Expansion in the 

United Kingdom  (with David Howarth,  2013 ), as well as articles in the  British Journal 

of Politics and International Relations  and the  Journal of Political Ideologies . He is 

co-editor of  Critical Policy Studies . 

  Aletta J. Norval  is a Professor of Political Theory in the Department of 

Government at the University of Essex. A leading democratic theorist, she draws 

inspiration from the agonistic tradition, as well as from a wider range of theorists, 

to understand and analyse processes of the articulation of democratic demands, the 

formation of democratic subjectivities and the institutionalisation of a democratic 

ethos. Her publications include  Aversive Democracy  (Cambridge University Press, 

2007) as well as articles in the  American Political Science Review  and  Ethics and 

Global Politics . She is consulting editor of  Political Theory . 

  Hendrik Wagenaar  is a Professor of Town and Regional Planning in the 

Department of Town and Regional Planning at the University of Sheffi eld. He 

publishes in the areas of urban governance, citizen participation, prostitution 

policy, administrative practice, complexity theory and interpretive policy analy-

sis. His publications include  Deliberative Policy Analysis  (with Maarten A. Hajer, 

Cambridge University Press,  2003 ) and  Meaning in Action  (2011).   
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 It is often the case that the origins of academic volumes can be traced 

back to one timely conversation between colleagues or a single inter-

vention from the fl oor at a workshop. This is not the case for this 

volume. This book has emerged over a number of years from multiple 

conversations with numerous colleagues at conferences, panels, work-

shops, doctoral seminars and reading groups. Many of these conversa-

tions took place at the annual Interpretive Policy Analysis conference, 

where thoughts were triggered, claims discussed and perspectives nur-

tured within a community of scholars themselves engaged in critical 

accounts of democratic governance. Academic scholarship is a collec-

tive endeavour and this book rightly bears testament to that. 

 We would like, however, to make a few special mentions. We 

thank colleagues at the Institute of Local Government Studies at 

the University of Birmingham, who helped to support this project 

in its initial stages. Other conversations took place at the European 

Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) Joint Sessions in Nicosia in 

2006, and the fi ve days of lively debates and interventions from par-

ticipants, a number of whom are represented in this volume, helped 

to bring together the themes of this edited collection. The Centre for 

Theoretical Studies at the University of Essex also kindly hosted a 

two-day seminar on democratic governance, giving us another oppor-

tunity to revisit with contributors our key arguments and claims. These 

different forms of support and the intellectual spaces they offered us 

contributed signifi cantly to the framing of the arguments set out in 

the following pages. 

 Yet books do not come together through intellectual effort alone. The 

fi nal stages of the production of the manuscript were made possible 

by the fi nancial support provided by the Department of Government 

at Essex University and the Department of Politics and Public Policy 

at De Montfort University. At the same time, we benefi tted from the 

work of Peter Josse, who undertook the initial copy-editing of the 
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