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Ambala, 88-89, 96
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Andhra Pradesh, 16, 18, 33, 47, 217-36; the
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Arab Gulf, x—xi, 18, 30, 365-93; and
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(a la Rousseaw), 33; ksatriya, 73, 213;
Makhdooms, 329, 335; Rajput, 112-3;
the Yadavs as, 295

arms, 303, 314-6, 318, 322, 337

Article 356 (of the Indian Constitution), 279

Arya Vysya, 40-54, 61-6

Asian Development Bank, 329
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asrama (Sanskrit: Hindu staging of human
life), 73

Aurangzeb (emperor), 109

authority (political), 288-90, 356;
conceptions of (see also ‘in
relations of patronage’ below),
218, 220, 222, 240, 245-6, 258;
constitutional, 279; and divinity, 297;
fixers’, 188, 195, 200, 204-7, 214-5;
of kingpin-policemen, 248; legal, 246,
279; in relations of patronage, 12, 25,
34, 58, 107, 112, 120, 125, 128-30,
141, 145, 149, 155, 172, 2806; religious
vs. temporal, 71, 74, 77; royal, 10, 71,
371; scriptural, 357; sovereign, 140;
strongmen’s, 288, 190, 303, 315-6; of
‘tradition’, 346, 363

Awami League, 303—4, 306, 308-14, 322

Backward Region Grant Fund Programme
(BRGF), 278

babubali (Hindi: strong man), 302

babujan (Hindi: the people), 285

Bahujan Kisan Dal Party (BKD), 269

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), 285, 290-1,
298-300

Bajrang Dal, 213

baluta (patronage), 11, 119-21

Banerjee, Mamta, 1

Banfield, Edward, 7

Bangladesh, 305-27; and the Awami
League, 303-4, 306, 308-14, 322;
and the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), 306, 308, 3104,
320-3; ‘partyarchy’ in, 312; political
criminalisation in, 303-25; War of
Independence in, 303

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), 300,
308, 310-4, 320-3
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banks and bankers, 3, 10, 14, 213, 127,
176-80, 190-1, 194

Barth, Fredrik, 11, 107-8, 117-20

basic health units (BHU) and corruption in
Pakistan, 336-7, 339

Bayart, Jean-Francois, 23, 174

Bayly, Chris, 289; on big-men, 45; on vakil
and dbharmic patronage, 10-1, 25,
126-7, 145

Beeri Chettiars, 41-2, 44, 59-65

begar (Hindustani: unremunerated, forced
labour), 332

Beijing, 349-50

Below Poverty Line (BPL) cards, 171; and
subsidies 271-2, 278

Bengal, 1, 118, 122, 263, 272; elections in,
134-7, 161, 263

Bentinck, William, 117

Berenschot, Ward, 196-216; on
gangsterism, 315-6; on ‘new
pragmatism’, 16, 195, 225, 288;
304; on political fixers, 20, 234,
32, 180, 188, 240, 255, 270; on the
politicisation of bureaucracy, 265

Béteille, André, 154, 289

bbakti (Sanskrit: devotion), 53,

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 1, 34, 161,
166-7; and Dalits, 207-15; and
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in Gujarat, 202-3, 207-15; and the
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reasons for success in Gujarat, 202,
209-10, 215

Bhatt, Ella, 45
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67-8

Bhosle, Raghuiji, 113, 120

Bhosle, Shahaji, 109

Bhutan, 70

Bhutto, Benazir, 329, 333, 341

big-men, 9, 31, 44, 50; as agents of
history, 13; Chris Bayly on, 45;
and development, 13, 66, 99;
and the East India Company,
52-3, 63; ejamanar (Tamil:
caste headmen), 61; and feasts,
13, 243—4; ‘institutional’, 41-66;
‘letterhead big-man’, 45; headman
as, 61; as makers of caste, 13, 43,
47-8, 56-8, 60-1; pedda manishi
(Telugu), 222; periyar (Tamil), 13,
29, 41, 51; pyraveerkar (Tamil),

196; and selflessness, 19; as temple
dbarmakartas (Tamil: trustees),
47-8, 52-3, 60; Thomas Hansen on,
13; and welfare schemes, 64

Biju Gram Jyoti programme, 270

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in Orissa, 270

bio-moral substance’, 12, 159-60

biraderi (Urdu: brotherhood, clan), 328,
335, 339, 341

Blo-bzan bsTan-’dzin rgya-mtsho (14™ and
present Dalai Lama), 74-5, 77

Blok, Anton, 5, 196, 290

bodbisattva, 70-4, 76-7

Boissevain, Jeremy, 5, 7, 196, 206, 365-6, 373

Bose, Sarat, 136

BRAC, 312-3

brabmacarin (Sanskrit: celibate religious
student), 73

Brahmins, 52, 62, 166, 169-70, 229, 268;
Aiyangar, 65; and the BSP, 300;
donations to, 47-8, 127, 147; as
donees, 10; and hierarchy, 172; and
kingly authority, 10, 108; Smartha, 65

Breadalbane, Lord, 117

Breman, Jan: on brokerage, 373, 375; on
patronage and exploitation, 6, 26,
331, 367; on political mobilisation
in Gujarat, 210, 212; on ‘vertical’ vs.
‘horizontal’ political mobilization,
30, 289; on wage ‘hunters and
gatherers’, 333

bribes, 51, 120, 199, 243, 249; and the
distinction between patrons and
fixers, 23—4; electoral, 169, 217; and
FIRs, 20, 240-1; vs. gifts, 17, 131, 144,
147, 161, 167; and ‘goonda politics’,
291; rishwat (Hindi), 167

brokers (see ‘fixers’)

bSod-nams rgya-mtsho (3rd Dalai Lama),
75-6

Buddhism,
polity, 67
and the Tibetan ‘printing revolution’,
26-7

bureaucracy, 201; civil service, 115-7,
119, 135, 201, 204, 208, 216,
243, 259, 261-2, 264-5, 277, 289,
299; and patronage, 22, 111-3,
188-9, 201, 204, 216, 265, 300-1,
312-4, 323, 340; ‘permit raj’, 271;
politicisation of, 201, 204, 216, 265,
300-1, 312—4, 323, 340; Weberian, 20,
104, 251, 257

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107056084
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05608-4 - Patronage as Politics in South Asia

Edited by Anastasia Piliavsky
Index
More information

Index 449

caesaropapism, 72

cakravartin (Sanskrit: virtuous ruler),
72-3, 348, 356

Calcutta, 135, 263

Cambridge School (of South Asian history),
10, 128-9

campaigns (electoral), 24-5, 135, 145-50,
161-75, 176-7, 182-95, 205, 209-12
218-31, 283-4, 290-3, 296-302, 341

Campbell, John, 8

camutayam (Tamil: community), 97

capitalism: corporate, 326; and criminality,
343, 372; crony, 105-6; and patronage,
375, 388-90, 393; contra patronage,
14, 372-3, 375; and state power, 360;
values of, 14, 128-9, 366-8, 372-3

caste(s): big-men as makers of, 13, 43, 47-8,
56-8, 60-1; bias in administration, 268;
contra civil society, 172; dominant,
161, 218, 288, 327; and electoral
politics, 141, 150, 161-2, 178-9,
207, 210-5, 218, 222-35, 269, 273,
283-5, 298-302; ejamanar (Tamil:
caste headman), 61; ethnicisation
of, 15, 30, 288-92; and femininity,
297; fixers and, 208-15; gumbu
(Tamil: endogamous caste clusters),
62; headmen, 40, 51-62, 89, 239-40,
252-5, 257-8; and hierarchy, 15, 26,
30, 159, 207, 210, 288-92; and jajmani
exchange, 11, 119, 156-60; jati (Hindi:
type, caste), 100, 156, 291-2; and
justice, 245-6, 250, 254, 256, 267-8,
289-90; and land relations, 107, 222-3,
328-42; left-hand, 41-2, 58-64; Louis
Dumont on, 291-2, 367; naadu (Tamil:
territorial caste system), 40, 42, 54-5,
57-8; Other Backward (OBCs), 254,
272, 289, 293; patronage and, 13, 43,
47-8, 56-8, 60-1, 801, 87, 90-3, 96-103,
128, 261-2, 268, 271-2, 285, 344
and patron-deities, 285; and political
mobilisation, 30, 283-302; politics as
the ‘caste business’ of Yadavs, 285,
293-6; and rank, 30, 73, 172; right-
hand, 41-2, 62; Scheduled (SC), 209,
214, 219, 222-4, 226, 229-30, 271-2
289; ‘substantialisation’ of, 15, 30,
288-92; super-castes, 96-103, 291-3;
temples and the organisation of in
Tamil Nadu, 58-61

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in
India, 232, 279

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) in
India, 280

Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS)/Lokniti, 275-6

Chamars (Leather smiths), 160, 285, 298

chamcha (Hindustani: tout), 23, 196

Chanda, 113

Chandra, Kanchan, 7, 15, 30, 127-8, 150,
197, 218, 284-5, 290

chatrapatr (Marathi: supreme monarch), 111

Chatterjee, Partha, 32, 367; critiques of,
179, 215-6, 326-8, 343-4, 375; on
‘political society’, 18, 129, 197, 215,
326-8, 343-4

Cheating, 41, 50, 110, 163-4, 368-9, 376-8,
381, 385-8

Chennai, 13, 39-66, 97

Chettiyars, 85-7, 100

Chetty, Collah Venkata Cunniah (Shri
Chetty), 46-53

Chhatro Dol, 305-6, 308-11, 315

Chicago School (of anthropology), 12,
159-60

Chinggis Khan, 68

Chinggisids, 68

chos srid zun ’brel (Tibetan: the conjoining
of dbarma and rule), 67

choultry (Tamil: rest house), 52

Christianity and Christians, 72, 365-6,
378-81

Cilapatikaram (Tamil epic), 82

cities, 39-66, 176-216, 303-25

Civil Service, 115-7, 119, 135, 201, 204,
208, 216, 243, 259, 261-2, 264-5, 277,
289, 299

‘civil society’: contra caste, 172; in electoral
politics, 176, 191, 291; in Indianist
anthropology, 13; contra patronage, 8,
14, 128; vs. ‘political society’, 18, 129,
197, 215, 326-8, 3434

clientelism, 3, 7-8, 14-5, 32, 206, 218-9,
237, 261, 266-8, 273-5, 284, 327, 343;
vs. patronage, 22, 155, 167; as vehicle
for peasant movements, 6

clients (see ‘donees’ and ‘kamins’)

Clive, Robert, 114

the ‘Coalgate’ scandal, 279

Cohn, Bernard, 238-9, 245-6, 256-7, 289

Collahvars, 53, 62

common man’, 170, 233, 283, 290

Communist Party of India (Marxist): in
Andhra Pradesh, 222; in Bengal, 122;
in Kerala, 383
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competition (political): in the BJP, 203; contracts and contractors, 180, 200, 220,

rising in India, 207, 260, 261, 284,
288-9, 343; as democracy’s ‘depravity’,

2624, 322, 331, 335-6, 369-71,
379-80, 382, 385, 388-91

175; electoral, 139-67, 178-9, 221, Cooperative Department, 135
268-77, 343-4; vs. morality, 175; the copper plates, 81, 89-90, 96
myth of ‘open’, 384; and patronage, Cornwallis, Lord, 114-5, 117

107, 120-1, 139-67, 270, 284, 361; and  Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention

political gangsterism, 291, 296-301,

Act of 1883 (India), 131

325; ‘programmatic’, 178, 259, 276-7, corruption: and the Aam Aadmi Party, 275;

between Yadavs and Dalits in UP,
284-6, 291, 296-301

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of
India, 271, 278-9

conferences of non-governmental
organisations (CONGOs), 371

Congress Party, the: contra the BJP, 197,
212-6; conflict within, 212-3, 268-9,
343; Congress (O) and Congress (R),
212-3; corruption in, 231-3, 235-6,
264-5, 279; and the ‘Coalgate’ scandal,
279; the decline of in Gujarat, 197,
212-6; and elections, 133-7, 149-53,
161-2, 166-8, 190-1, 206-7, 220-36;
factionalism within, 151-3, 212-3,
288; and (political) fixers, 198, 201,
212-3, 210-16; head of as deity,
1; Hindu nationalism within, 151;
‘influence’ in, 213, 263—4; and the
loan melas (Hindi: fairs), 269; and the
non-cooperation movement, 133; the
one-party ‘Congress system’, 206-7,
212-8, 270; as patron, 262-6, 269-70,
288; patrons within, 19, 55-6, 121-2,
151-3; patronage and the founding
of, 10; and the pratinidbi (Gujarati:
social representatives), 212-4; and
the representation of middle and
lower castes, 268-9; and the state,
235; vs. Telangana separatists, 234-0;
and welfare schemes, 269-70; and
‘vote banking’, 217-8, 288; women in,
151-3; and worker-voter associations,
212; and YSR, 16, 220-3, 230-6; YSR
Congress, 231-5

connectedness: as a value, 22, 374, 391-2;
among Kerala labour migrants,
365-6, 368-9, 372-85; wasta (Arabic:

and the ‘Anna’ Hazare movement,

29, 32, 154, 176-7, 260, 275, 280,
291; in anthropological literature,

14, 158; and the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBD) in India, 232, 279;
the ‘Coalgate’ scandal, 279; in the
Congress Party, 231-3, 235-6, 264-5,
279; Corrupt and Illegal Practices
Prevention Act of 1883 (India), 131;
cosmopolitan definition of, 29, 32-3,
154, 169, 172, 236; and democracy,
155; and the Election Commission

of India, 163, 166, 248; electoral
feasts condemned as, 135, 165-9;

in electoral law, 131-2, 143, 172;

as the ‘law of the fishes’, 169-70;
Indian levels of, as measured by
Transparency International, 3; vs.
‘influence’, v, 34, 129-32; and the loan
melas (fairs), 269; and the Lokpal
(Ombudsman) Bill, 260, 278-80; and
the middle class, 25, 32, 154, 176-7,
276-7; and the opposition of ‘public’
and ‘private’, 29, 33, 169, 172, 2306;

in Pakistan, 33440, 343; patronage
as, 3, 14, 16-7, 20, 259, 274, 278-80,
343; in the police, 237-56; popular
conceptions of, 32-3, 156, 161,

163, 168-9, 173-4, 236, 367-7; in

the Public Works Department, 278;
prevention of in Singapore, 279; rates
of in India, 3; the rhetoric of, 25, 32,
169, 226, 241, 245, 260, 264, 291, 369;
as selfishness, 23, 33; and the state,
155, 158, 169, 270-3; Transparency
International definition of, 29, 169;
and welfare schemes, 270-3; and YSR,
231-3, 235-6

advantage via social connections), courts (of law), 51, 63, 126, 169, 184-6,

365, 380-5, 391-3

constitution, 68, 72, 77, 253; American, 33;
Article 356 of the Indian, 279; and the
meaning of democracy, 178; Indian,
xi, 129, 253, 262, 264-5, 279-80,
289, 344

189-91, 244-6, 251, 255-6, 391;
British colonial, 119, 246; and the
Criminal Bureau of Investigations,
232; and elections, 132-53, 139, 169,
337; kacheri (Hindustani), 334; and
fixers, 199; and the police, 244-6, 251,
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255-6, 334, 340; tribal jirgas, 144; as

‘slot machines’, 246; and strongmen,

317, 340; Supreme, 169, 191, 280, 344
courts (royal), 9, 17, 39, 85, 89, 112,

KHAM, 213; in Mathura, 285-302;
political rhetoric of, 296-7; respect
for, 210; status of, 214-5; women-
heroes (viranganas), 296; contra

350, 357 Yadavs in UP, 284-6, 291, 296-301
cow-protection movement, 10, 127 danda (Sanskrit: stick, justice), 302
crime: careers in, 305-51; criminalisation of Das, Veena, 251
politics, 4, 20-2, 154, 241-2, 287-93, Dashera (festival), 146
303-25; criminalisation of migration Delhi Special Police Act of 1946, 279
networks, 372; criminal justice, democracy: in 19‘h—century France, 35; and

237-9, 245, 251, 255, 256-8; Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) of India, 241,
248, 252; and the ‘underworld’, 305,
310, 319-24; among Members of
Legislative Assemblies, 154, 265, 290-1;
fines for, 112; police and, 238-58; and
politics, 287-93, 303-25; rates of and
political pressure, 241-2, 245, 250; as a
separate ‘field’, 305, 324-5

Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of India,
241, 248, 252

Criminalization: of governance, 241-2; of
politics, 4, 20-2, 154, 290-1, 293,
298-302, 303-25; of migration
networks, 372

cronyism, 105

Cultural Revolution, 362

dabbang (Hindi: strongman), 302

dacoity (Hindi: gang robbery), 323

dadas and dadaism, 23, 29, 164, 179,
288, 290

daksina (Sanskrit: gift to a Brahmin), 73

daksiniya (Sanskrit: worthy of ritual gift/
fee), 67, 73

dalaal (Hindi: fixer, broker, middleman),
23, 196, 251-2, 304, 373

Dalai Lama, 70; 1st, dGe ‘dun grub, 76;
2nd, dGe ’dun rgya mtsho, 76; 3rd,
bSod-nams rgya-mtsho, 75-6; 4th,
Yon-tan rgya-mtsho, 75; 5th, Nag-
dban blo-bzan rgya-mtsho, 76; 14th

the anthropology of, 31; and capitalist
values, 128-9; Constitution (Indian)
and the meaning of, 178; corruption
and (see ‘corruption’); debates about
in 19th-century Britain, 14, 27-9, 34-5,
129-32, 173-5, 178; democratisation,
7, 30, 267, 285-86, 2967, 343-5;

and the donor-donee relation, 156,
159-67, 170-1, 173, 290; and electoral
competition, 139-67, 175, 178-9, 221,
268-77, 343-4; fixers as ‘lubricants’
of, 196-7; and ‘free choice’, 2-3, 27-8,
128-31; India as world’s largest, 154;
and hierarchy, 30, 33, 35, 127-30, 172-5;
India’s ‘second democratic upsurge’,
31, 285-6, 296-7; in India vs. Pakistan,
343-5; and individualism, 28-30, 33,
127-32, 172-5, 217; ‘influence’ in, v,
27-8, 129-53, 173, 217; the morals

of, 29, 127-8, 140, 175; in Pakistan,
343-4; and patronage, 7, 16-5, 127,
197, 215, 218, 224, 230, 236, 284-5,
300, 302; and political representation
(see ‘representation (political)’); and
‘rational choice’, 15-6, 28; as ‘rule

of the people’, 14-5, 283, 286; and
selfishness, 28, 175; and selflessness,
28-9; in the USA, xii, 31, 33, 35,

175, 261, 266, 276-7; values of, 14,
28-30, 33, 127-32, 172-5, 217, 276;
‘vernacularisation’ of, 31, 283, 287,
302; and violence, 283-325

(present), Blo-bzan bsTan-'dzin rgya- democratisation, 267, 290; and hierarchy,

mtsho, 74-5, 77; as Avalokite$vara-
Loke$vara, 75-6; as bodhisattva-ruler,
70, 72, 74, 77; and diarchy, 74-5; as
ethnarch encompassing the spiritual

30; India vs. Pakistan, 343-5; and
patronage, 7; of violence, 290;
‘second democratic upsurge’, 285-0,
296-7

and temporal orders, 70, 74-6; as demonstrations, 97, 206, 315; and fixers,

hierarch, 70, 77; Mongolian title of, 75;
Dalits: and the BJP, 207-15, 218; Chamars
(Leather smiths), 160, 285, 298; and
‘divine kinship’, 284-7; and the
Gujarat riots, 207, 209-10, 218; and

208; michils (Bengali), 307; for
a separate Telangana, 234, 307;
strongmen in, 303, 308, 315; and
student politics, 307, 309, 315;
violence during, 234, 315

Hindu nationalism, 209-10, 294; in Deo, A.V. Singh, 278
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dera (Hindi: hamlet, encampment), 329,
331, 341

development, 83; 1967 Development
Plan (Mumbai), 183, 185, 191-2;
abbivriddbi (Telugu), 234; in the
anthropology of India, 12-3; big-men
and, 13, 66, 99 and electoral politics,
177, 220-1, 226, 2306; as gift, 19;
against patronage, 274-7, 327, 334;
as patronage, 19, 21, 164, 255, 261,
271-3, 335-6; and remittances, 375,
387; of slums, 181-92; and Telangana
separatism, 234-5; vikas (Hindi), 164

dGe ’dun grub (1st Dalai Lama), 176

dGe ’dun rgya mtsho (2nd Dalai Lama), 76

dbarma (Sanskrit: moral duty), 67, 69, 293;
and kingship, 287; as patronly duty,
163, 258; untranslatability of, 73

dbarmadana (Sanskrit: the gift of
dbarma), 69

dharmakartha (Sanskrit: head trustee),
47-8, 52-3, 60

dbarmaraja (Sanskrit: Righteous King),
347-9, 356-7, 361; Khubilai Khan
as, 362

dbarmic vs. vakil patronage, 10, 25, 1267,
145-8

diarchy, 67, 70, 346-7; and the institution
of Dalai Lama, 74-5; and the present,
14th, Dalai Lama, 74-5

Diet of Worms (1124), 71

Direct Cash Transfers, 271

Dirks, Nicholas, 9, 59, 80; on ‘bandit-kings’,
287; on Indian Brahmins and kings,
108-9; on Valaiyars, 85

divinity: ‘divine kinship’, 284-7, 291-8,
301; hero-gods, 292, 294-5, 297-8;
and humanity in Hinduism, 29-30,
32, 160; and political representation,
32, 283-4, 286-7, 301; politicians as,
1, 43-4, 297; Yadavs as divine race,
292-6

dominant castes, 161, 218, 288, 327

donee(s): bhiksu (Sanskrit: mendicant
monk), 67-8; Brahmin, 10;
daksiniya (Sanskrit: worthy of
ritual gift/fee), 67, 73; in jajmant
relations, 10-2, 156-60 in creation
of patrons, 10, 12; policemen as, 240;
as punyaksetra (Sanskrit: merit field),
69; satisfied, 48; and rank, 80; in
Tibet, 67-06, 74, 77, 79; Valaiyars as,
80-1, 85; voters as, 147, 161-71,
2734

donor-donee relation, 10, 18-9, 69, 72-8,
156, 159-65, 172, 237, 290, 346-7,
353, 356; and change to ideal of
violent protector, 293; jajmani
arrangements as, 12; as substantive
relation, 159-60; in democracy, 156,
159-67, 170-1, 173, 290

donor(s): the Congress Party as, 269-70;
kings as, 10, 68-79; patrons as, 18-9,
68-9, 156, 15967, 170-1, 173, 240,
273, 291, 346-64; danapati (Sanskrit:
giver of gifts), 67-9, 77-9

droughts, 220-2, 234-5, 354

Dubai, 102-3, 375, 379-80, 382, 386-8, 392

Dumont, Louis, x, 238; on caste, 291-2,
367; on the jajmant system, 11, 157;
on hierarchy, 128, 172, 292, 301; on
‘holism’, 30; on law and adjudication,
246; on patronage, 128; on relations
between humans and deities, 284; on
the ‘substantialisation’ of caste, 291-2

Dundas, Henry, 114-7; as ‘Badshaw’ the
oriental despot, 105; as fixer, 114-5

Dunn, John, ix-xii, 33, 283, 286

East India Company (English): the
company state, 114-7; as grantor
of titles and honours, 52-3, 63; vs.
Marathas, 113-7; as patron, 52-3, 63,
113; patronage in, 114-21; and Tamil
big-men, 52-3, 63

efficacy, 18-19, 182, 206, 214, 225-6,
229, 285, 290, 297, 325; ba asr log
(Urdu: effective people), 326; and
the BJP in Gujarat, 209-15; and the
Congress Party 216, 267, 269; and
electoral choice, 16-7, 165, 174,
210-1, 207, 224-5, 230, 288, 295-6,
334; entitlement and the loss of, 111;
of fixers, 196-216, 304, 383-5; and
gangster politicians, 288, 316; and
‘goodness’, 225-6; and the morals of
feeding and eating, 160; and ‘new
pragmatism’, 16, 195, 207, 210, 216,
334; and patronage, xi, 16, 24, 125-7,
132, 237, 255, 288, 295-6, 316, 334,
368-9, 381-2, 385; and patronal
reputation, 16-7, 165, 174, 189, 207,
288, 205-6, 316, 334, 378, 381-2, 385;
and political ‘cleanness’, 211; and the
use of Marathi in Mumbai, 188-9; the
value of, x, 16-7, 237-8; and wealth,
11, 24-5, 107, 125-7; and women
politicians, 206
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Eisenstadt, Shmuel, 4-5, 21, 365

Eisenstein, Elisabeth, 364

ejamanar (Tamil: caste headman), 61

Election Commission of India, 154, 293;
on corruption, 165, 248; and electoral
feasting, 162, 165-6; and the decline
of the one-party Congress system,
215; and the ‘new pragmatism’,
207, 210, 216; and the politics of
recognition, 210

elections: in Bangladesh, 308; in Bengal,
134-7, 161, 263; and the BJP, 167, 202
209-10, 215; and ‘bribes’, 169, 217;
campaigns for (see ‘campaigns’); and
caste, 141, 150, 161-2, 178-9, 207,
210-5, 218, 222-35, 269, 273, 283-5
298-302; and ‘civil society’, 176,
191, 291; and competition, 139-67,
178-9, 221, 268-77, 343-4; and the
Congress Party, 133-7, 149-53, 161-2,
166-8, 190-1, 206-7, 220-36; and
development, 177, 220-1, 226, 236;
the Election Commission of India
(see ‘Election Commission of India’);
‘elective aristocracy’, 33; electronic
voting machines, 161; feasts at, 17, 19,
24, 135, 155, 162-70; as festivals,
161-2; in Farrukhabad, 146-7; and
fixers, 202-3, 205, 207, 215; and
‘free choice’, 128-31, 140, 145; 236;
Hinduism and, 276, 289; Indian
Elections Offences and Inquiries Act
of 1920, 131; Islam and, 137-9, 191,
276, 289, 299-300; katal ki rat (Urdu:
murderous night), 163; and law, 17,
27-8, 126, 129-53, 169, 172, 178,
269-70, 291, 337; to Legislative
Assemblies, (in Punjab) 135-50,
(in Rajasthan) 161-71, 190-1, 203,
220-3, 230-1, (in UP) 248, 290-1, (in
Pakistan) 340-2; to Lok Sabha (Hindi:
Lower House of Indian Parliament),
182, 231, 292 and land grants, 147;
merit and, 33, 131, 263; morality of,
16-7, 147-50, 155, 160-1, 160-74,
205, 208, 217-33, 224, 230, 233,
235-6; in Pakistan, 330, 337-8, 340—4;
and pawn candidates, 139, 161-2; and
‘the people’, 205, 211, 214, 265; in the
Punjab, 140-7; in Rajasthan, 17, 19,
22, 161-71, 173-75; rigging, 340-3
selflessness and, 226, 229, 235-6;
and status, 33-5, 134, 222, 229; and
subsidies, 19-21; and trust, 1634,

182, 189-90, 195, 206, 225; in Uttar
Pradesh, 133, 154, 285-302; values
and, 16, 22, 147-50, 152-3, 155,
160-74, 205, 217-33, 235-6; in
villages, 2-3, 16-7, 19, 22-3, 32-3,
140, 161-75, 217-30, 234-9, 2734,
340-3; and vote buying, 3, 7, 15-6,
140-4, 163-7, 170, 328, 334, 337-44
and water, 16, 20, 165, 182, 192-3,
266, 277

elites, 15, 157; in the East India Company,
114-7; and the anti-corruption
movement, 176-7; global, 388-9;
and ‘new leaders’, 20, 30; patronage
as ideology of, 6; patronage as
governance by, 14, 326-45; contra
‘vote banks’, 6, 190-5

Emergency, the, 184

ethics (see morality)

ethnarch, 70, 74-6

ethnicisation of caste, 15, 30,
288-92

ethno-populism, 285

ethnographic method, 42-4

factionalism: caused by collapse of
patronage, 111; in the Congress
Party, 151-3, 212-3, 288; electoral
process and, 142-4, 223, 230,
273; and efflorescence of the arts,
363—4; and gangster politics, 301-2,
315; patronage and, 14, 53, 288,
335, 340, 344-5; and Telangana
separatism, 233—4

Faroqui, Nawab K.G.M., 135-9

Farrukhabad (elections in), 146-7

feasts: big-men’s, 13, 243—4; in China,
388; condemned as ‘corruption’
and ‘bribery’, 135, 165-9; electoral,
17, 19, 24, 155, 162-70, 174; and
katal ki rat (Urdu: murderous night),
163; royal, 9, 351; wedding, 17,
165-6, 320

feeding-and-eating’, 23, 48, 64, 86-9,
160-74, 277

festivals, 91; Dashera, 146; of Kamsa’s
Destruction, 294-5; Muharram, 163;
Navaratri, 48; temple, 54-62, 95;
elections as, 161-2

feudal(ism), 112; European, 71, 160;
ideology, 28; in Pakistan, 332, 334,
343; patronage as, 332, 334; patronage
imagined as, 3, 6, 8, 106; in Tibet, 68,
79; in village India, 73
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First Information Reports (FIRs),
237-58; as gifts, 29-20; and fixers,
199, 208-09, 254-55, 257-57; as
‘legal patronage’, 18-20, 237-58;
negotiating the lodging of, 199, 242-51;
negotiating the content of, 252-8

Fixed Price Shops (FPSs), 271

fixer(s): activities of, 197-216; the authority
of, 188, 195, 200, 2047, 214-5;
and caste, 208-15; and ‘cheating’,
368-9, 376-8, 381, 385-8; and the
Congress Party, 198, 201, 212-3,
210-6; court (of law) and, 199; dalals
(Hindi), 23, 196, 251-2, 304, 373; as
democracy’s ‘lubricants’, 196-7; and
demonstrations, 208; derogatory
terms for, 23, 196; and disputes,
198-9; in the East India company,
118; and efficacy (see ‘efficacy’); and
electoral politics, 202-3, 205, 207,
215; and First Information Reports,
199, 208-09, 254-55, 257-57; and
government loans, 200-2; Henry
Dundas as, 114-5; and the Indian
Penal Code, 199, 252-3, 255; and
Indira Gandhi, 212-3, 268-9; James
Manor on, 196-7, 201, 216; the
market and, 216, 270, 365-6; and
the ‘mediated state’, 197, 200-1;
and migration to the Gulf, 365-93;
networks of, 180, 188-9, 193-5,
196-7, 205-7, 215, 382; as patrons,
188, 195, 200, 204-7, 214-5; vs.
patrons, 23—4, 366, 385-7; and the
police, 199, 208-09, 243, 254-55,
237-57; and the police, 199, 208-9,
243, 254-5, 257-67; and political
bullies, 306; and political parties,
201; as polling agents, 255; the
pratinidbi (Gujarati: social workers),
212-3; outside South Asia, 196; and
the split in the Congress, 212-3; and
selfishness, 18, 196, 203; and the
state, 196-216, 304, 327; and state
resources, 197, 200, 202; the status of,
365, 368, 378, 383-5; tapori (Marathi:
rowdy fixer, derogatory), 196; trust
and, 182, 189-90, 195, 206; Ward
Berenschot on, 20, 23-4, 32, 180, 188,
240, 255, 270; women as, 205-6

France, xii, 35, 265

free choice/agency: among political
strongmen, 290, 319-25; and
democracy, 2-3, 27-8, 128-31; in

the distinction between ‘gifts’ and
‘bribes’, 167; in elections, 128-31,
140, 145, 236; in liberal
cosmopolitanism, 2, 28, 178, 195;
patronage and, 130, 219, 228;
patronage counterpoised to, 2-3, 14
and the people’s sovereignty, 130; and
the secret ballot, 2, 27-8, 130; and the
purchase of votes, 28, 140

friendship: patronage as, 6, 8, 2734,
297-8, 308-9, 368, 376; patronage
as ‘lop-sided’, xi, 8; patronage as
spoiled, 8-9; friends of friends,
308-9, 379-80

Fuller, Chris, xiii, 14, 197; on royal
legitimation, 10; on the jajmani
system, 12, 157-58; on the decline of
hierarchy, 30; on relations between
humans and deities, 284, 292

galactic polity’, 10, 61-2

Gandhi, Indira: assassination of,
251; against fixers, 212-3, 268-9;
and the Indira Awaas Yojana
(Indira Residence Programme),
270; and Indira Gandhi’s Congress
(R), 212-3

Gandhi, Mohandas, 56, 169; as Bapuji
(honoured father), 23; and the
language of seva (selfless service),
171; and the Textile Labour
Association, 212

Gandhi, Rajiv, 270

Gandhi, Sonia: as patron-deity 1; and
NREGA, 21, 216

gangsters, 17, 19-21, 34, 66, 155, 255, 283,
288, 290-1, 303-27

garib log (Hindi: poor people; the rhetoric
of), 171, 301

gender, 205-6, 297, 367, 381, 391

generosity, 20, 47, 230; excessive as vice,
107-10, 297; vs. ‘good governance’,
168; limits on politicians’, 168,
225-6, 230, 250; government loans
as, 228-31; vs. instrumentalism, 21-7,
11, 82-8, 96, 102, 236, 257-8, 286;
patronage and, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18-21,
24-5, 44, 47-9, 52, 57-8, 62-3, 69,
77-8, 80, 147, 164, 168-73, 229-30,
235-6, 288, 297, 301-2, 315-6, 362,
366, 368, 374, 383; and public display,
9, 21-2, 48, 80, 149, 164-8, 297; value
of, 9-11, 13, 18-22; and wealth, 11,
24-5,107, 125-7
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George Town (in Chennai), 41-2, 46-7, 50,
53, 59, 61, 65

Ghibellines, 71

gift(s) (see also ‘generosity’ and the
‘donor-donee relation’): vs. bribe(s),
17, 131, 144, 147, 161, 167; dana
(Sanskrit: gift, giving, liberality,
alms), 69; danapati (Sanskrit: giver
of gifts), 67-9, 77-9; dharmadana
(Sanskrit: gift of dbarma), 69;
daksina (Sanskrit: ‘gift’ or ritual
fee), 73; daksiniya (Sanskrit:
worthy of ritual gift/fee), 67, 73;
development as, 19, 21, 164, 255,
261, 271-3, 335-6; dbarmadana
(Sanskrit: the gift of dharma), 69;
and electoral choice, 17, 19, 24,
135, 155, 162-70; First Information
Reports (FIRs) as, 19-20; in jajmant
relations, 11; kingship and, 9-10, 19,
68-81, 86, 89, 92, 108-11; language of
‘gifts’ and ‘services’, 12, 172; loans as,
228-31, 269; mat-daan (Hindi: gift
of a vote), 24; temples as, 19; victuals
as, 12-3, 17, 19, 24, 135, 155, 162-70;
welfare schemes as, 19, 21, 34

Gilmartin, David, 125-53; on the paradox
of patronage, 24-5, 11, 87-8, 102,
236, 257-8, 286; on patronage vs.
democracy, 14, 178; on patronage
and democracy in 19th-century
Britain 27-9, 34-5, 129-32, 173-5;
on the Punjab, 263; on the secret
ballot, 2

global(isation): capitalism, 372-3, 388-93;
definition of corruption, 29, 32-33,
154, 169, 172, 236; elites, 1767,
388-9; globalisation as anthropology’s
subject, 13; honours and the global
economy, 389; vs. local, 367;
networks, 389

Goden, 68

Gondals, 328-42

‘good man’: gangsters as, 319; and
electoral choice, 16-7, 208, 220, 224,
230, 233, and efficacy, 225; manchi
manishi (Telugu: good man), 16,
230-1, 233; patrons as, 49, 231-3; YSR
as, 321-3

goonda raj (Hindi: gangster rule), 155,
290-1

goonday/ism, 66, 155, 288, 290-1, 303-25

Government Servants’ Conduct Rules,
132, 135

Govind Ballabh Pant, 264

gram sabba (Hindi: village
committee), 273

Great Reform Bill of 1832 (Britain), 129

Green Revolution, 328-9, 331-2

grbapati (Sanskrit: householder), 73

Grote, George, 27, 34, 130-2, 140

Grub thob U rgyan pa, 350

guang-xi (Mandarin: interpersonal
relation), 391

Guelphs, 71

Guha, Ramchandra, 178-9

Guha, Sumit, 11, 18, 104-24; contra Dirks,
108-9; on the East India Company,
113-7; on the fiscality of patronage,
110; on Maratha polity, 106, 109-13;
on patronage vs. patrimony, 9-10,
111-7

Gujarat riots, 197, 209-10

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries,
365-6

gumbu (Tamil: endogamous caste
clusters), 62

Gusri Khan, 70, 76

bafta (Hindi: extraction payment, literally
‘week’), 249

handloom manufacture and export, 41-2,
54-8

Hansen, Thomas, 197, 237, 297-8, 373,
379; on big-men, 13; on dadaism in
Mumbai, 23, 164, 179, 288, 290;
on the ‘fragmentation’ of state
authority, 200

Hagq, A.K. Fazlul, 136, 139

Hastings, Warren, 114-5

bhawala networks, 313

Hazare, Baburao ‘Anna’, 29, 32, 275,
291; and the 2011 anti-corruption
movement, 29, 32, 154, 176-7, 260,
275, 280, 291; and the 2012 Citizens
Candidate movement in Mumbai,
176-7; Dalit women-
heroes (viranganas), 296; and
the Lokpal/Janpal (Ombudsman)
Bill, 280

heroes, 81; Chandrababu Naidu as,
230; Gandhi as, 171; gangsters as,
319; hero-gods, 292, 294-5, 297-8;
Muttaraiyar, 97-9; politicians as,
296-7; Shri Chetty as, 53; YSR as,
16, 230

hierarch(s), 68-70
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hierarchy, x, 159, 250, 372-3; and BJP
ideology, 207-10; and caste, 15, 26, 30;
in China, 388; and colonialism, 245-6;
and democracy, 30, 33, 127-30, 172-5;
‘flattened’, 15, 30, 288-93; giving and,
80, 385; Louis Dumont on, 128, 172,
291-2, 301; among Marathas, 112; vs.
market economy, 270-1; Mayawati
against, 297; and neoliberalism, 27-8;
among party workers, 203; patronage
as, 11, 26, 40-1, 80, 125, 128-30, 159,
164, 346-7, 365-6; in the relation
between ‘the government’ and ‘the
people’, 106; in Swat, 107; and wasta
networks, 392

Himachal Pradesh, 162, 272

Hindi Sahitya Sammelan (Hindi: Hindi
Literary Conference), 127

Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowment (HRCE) Department,
52,59

Hindu(ism): bankers as patrons, 126-7;
and communal violence, 198, 209-15;
and the cow-protection movement,
10, 127; divinity and humanity in, 292,
295; and electoral choice, 276, 289;
Jajmani system, 11-2, 108, 119-20,
156-9; in Kerala, 365-6, 378-9, 387;
Kingdom of Nepal, 3, 74; kingship, xi,
3, 74, 294; ministers as Hindu gods, 1;
nationalism in Gujarat, 197-8, 209-15;
Religious and Charitable Endowment
(HRCE) Department, 52, 59;
revivalism, 10, 127; right-wing in the
Congress, 151; staging of human life
(Sanskrit: asrama), 73; standardisation
of, 293

honour(s), 218, 228; granted by the East
India Company, 52-3, 63, 262

Hor Prints, 349

Humphrey, Caroline, 167

Hyderabad, 218; separatist demonstrations
in, 234; musclemen in, 316-7

imam (Arabic: prayer leader), 108, 368

independence (of Bangladesh), 303

independence (of India), 15-6, 132, 183,
217, 260-5, 288

index (semeiotic), 80-1, 91-2, 95, 102;
‘indexical density’, 88, 90-1; and
marking(s), 80-1, 88-92, 101-2;
remnants as, 81, 88-92, 102

‘indexical density’, 88-92

Indian Administrative Service, 163, 280

Indian Elections Offences and Inquiries Act
of 1920, 131

Indian Emigration Act of 1983, 370

Indian Forest Department, 83

Indian Passport Act of 1967, 370

Indian Penal Code, 241, 243; awareness of,
199; Chapter IX of, 280; and fixers,
199, 252-3, 255

Indian Police Service, 242

Indira Awaas Yojana (Hindi: Indira
Residence Scheme), 270

individualism, 2, 14, 22, 367, 373, 390; and
democracy, 28-30, 33, 127-32, 172-5,
217; vs. kinship, 23

inequality, 2, 80, 117, 119, 256, 266, 376,
391-2; as basis for democracy, 35; as
moral offense, xi, 2, 5-6, 8-9, 14, 174;
patronage and, 2, 5, 12, 24-5, 69, 125,
160, 258, 286, 293; patronage against,
6; shift away from, 289

‘influence’ (political), v, xi-xii, 50-1, 56,
80, 204-6, 208-9, 212, 228-9, 257,
310-4, 323, 328-9, 331, 341-2, 373,
388; 19th-century debate in Britain,
27-8, 129-32; of the BJP/RSS/VHP,
213-4; in the Congress Party, 213,
263-4; or ‘corruption’, v, 34, 129-32;
in democracy, 27-8, 129-53, 173,
217; ‘due’ or ‘undue’, 27-8, 129-53;
to ‘have a hold over’, 204-5; khomota
(Bengali), 321-2; lagvag (Hindi), 204;
of politicians over bureaucrats, 201,
204, 216, 265, 300-1, 312-4, 323, 340;
of politicians over police, 201, 240,
244-5, 247-50, 255, 264-6, 323, 340;
and welfare schemes, 271-2

irrigation, 16, 81, 83-4, 97, 220-2, 231, 234
262, 330, 354, 356

Islam: and elections, 137; hierocracy in
Caliphate, 72; Islamisation, 316, 338

Jjagir (Hindustani: prebend), 115

Jjajmani relations, 14, 119-20; in
anthropological literature, 11-3,
108, 156-61; and baluta, 119-21;
and British authorities, 120-1;
contemporary, 332; exchange 13-4,
19; the invention of, 157-9; not
only Hindu, 108, 119-20; origins
of, 119-21; forgetting, 12, 157-9;
in Pakistan, 107-8, 119, 331-3;
as relational mode, 12, 157; seypi
variant in Pakistan, 331-3; in Swat,
107-8, 119
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Japan: and Buddhist book printing, 349;
crony capitalism in, 105; patronage in,
7-8, 259-60

jati (Hindi: type, caste), 100, 156, 291-2

Jats, 268, 300, 336

Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (Hindi: Jawahar
Employment Programme), 270

Jayalalitha: as patron-deity, 1; as divine
power (Sanskrit: Sakti), 43—4; as Virgin
Mary, 43-4

Jeffrey, Craig, 196, 261, 270, 305, 327, 344

Jodhpur, 1-2, 34

justice, 283-4, 289-302, 317-9, 337, 340;
criminal, 237-9, 245, 251, 255, 256-8;
danda (Sanskrit: stick, justice), 302;
insaf (Urdu), 340

kafala (Arabic: sponsorship system),
369, 390-1

Kaikkoolars, 41-4, 54-8

Kakar, Sudhir, 45, 316-7

Kallars, 85-7

kalyanamitra (Sanskrit: spiritual adviser to
the king), 72

kamins/kammis (Hindustani: servants,
clients, subordinates), 11, 169,
330-42; and landholders; and seypi
patronage, 331-2; as sharecroppers,
327-33; and the Green Revolution,
328-9, 331-2

kamsa vadb ka mela (Hindi: Festival of
Kamsa’s Destruction), 294-5

Karama, 380

Karma-pa, Lama, 70

Karnataka, 271-2, 327

katal ki rat (Urdu: murderous night), 163

katchi (Tamil: faction or party), 53

katu (Tamil: dry regions), 87-8

Kenya (patronage in), 160, 265-7

Kerala, x—xi, 18, 30, 365-93; popular
conceptions of corruption in, 32-3

kbalif (Arabic: temporal emperor), 72

KHAM (Kshatriyas, Harijans [Dalits],
Adivisis, and Muslims), 213

Khomeyni, Ruhollah, 72

kbomota (Bengali: power), 321-2

Khubilai Khan, 68, 349, 356; as Righteous
King (Sanskrit: dbarmaraja), 362

kin(ship), 285; ancestors, 34, 86-91,
96-102, 283, 292-4, 361-2; biraderi
(Urdu: brotherhood, clan), 328,
335, 339, 341; dadas (Hindi: elder
brothers, grandfathers) and dadaism,
23, 29, 164, 288-90; ‘divine kinship’,

283-7, 291-8, 301; dynasties, 76,
110, 290-3, 349-54, 357, 361-2;
genealogical imagination, 291-3;
gumbu (Tamil: endogamous caste
clusters), 62; and patronage, 6, 8, 13,
22-3, 29, 34, 104, 164, 283-7, 291-8,
300-1, 368; ma-i-bap (Hindustani:
mother-and-father), 22-3, 29, 164; and
migrant networks, 368, 376, 386-8;
as ‘mutuality of being’ (a la Sahlins),
23, 293; as self-diffusion, 23; and
selflessness, 24; ties of, 312
king(ship), 11-2, 19: A$oka, 348; bandit-
kings, 287; as bbiisvami (Sanskrit:
lord of the land), 110; as chos srid
zun ’brel (Tibetan), 67; Brahmins
and the legitimation of, 10, 108;
cakravartin (Sanskrit: virtuous ruler),
72-3, 348, 356; and caesaropapism,
72; and dbarma, 287; as donorship
and largesse, 9-10, 19, 68-81, 86, 89,
92, 108-11; in Eastern Christendom,
72; and excessive generosity, 107-10,
297; ‘galactic polity’, 10, 61-2; as
hierocracy, 70, 77; Hindu, xi, 3, 74, 294;
kalyanamitra (Sanskrit: spiritual adviser
to the king), 72; and land grants, 19,
80-1, 86, 89, 92, 108-11; and ‘majesty’,
355-6; Maratha, 106, 109-13; mchod
yon / yon mchod (Tibetan: donor-donee
relation), 67-9, 72, 74-5, 77, 346-7, 353;
and modern governance, 283-302 (esp.
287); in Nepal, 3, 74; Nicholas Dirks
on, 108-9; papal, 71-2, 75; policemen
as ‘kingpins’, 239-40, 248-55, 257;
and political representation, 31-4,
230, 283, 287, 301-2; protection and,
9; and the ‘quarrel over investiture’,
71; sovereignty in, 10; in the Sunni
caliphate, 72; in the Tangut state, 68;
temples and, 19, 58-9; Tibetan, 67-79,
346-7, 351-64; dbarmaraja (Sanskrit:
Righteous King), 347-9, 3567, 361-2;
velayat-e-faqib (Arabic: government
of the learned), 72; in Vijayanagara,
74, 109
Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party, 151
‘know-who’ (vs. know-how), 384, 389-90
Komati Chettiars, 41-2, 46-7, 53, 62
Kovalan and Kannaki, 82
Kripalani, Acharya J. B., 151
Kripalani, Sucheta, 151-3
Krishak Proja Party (KPP), 136-9
Krishna (god), 292-6
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Krishna, Anirudh, 197, 207, 270; on naya
netas (Hindi: new leaders), 195, 202,
261, 270

ksatriya (aristocracy), 213; in the varna
(Sanskrit: system of rank, literally
‘colour’), 73; Yadavs as, 295

kul devatas (Hindi: clan tutelary deities),
293, 295

kumbaabisheekam (Sanskrit: ablution)
ceremony, 60

Kurfiirst (German: imperial elector), 75

Kuwait, 376, 377, 281

labour camps (in the Arab Gulf),
380, 382

lambardars (Hindustani: village officials in
charge of revenue), 335

land: 1966 Maharashtra Land Revenue
Code, 185; acquisition of, 183-6;
displacement from, 83-96, 326-8,
340-2; disputes over, 107, 198,
244-5, 247, 257, 311-7, 334, 337;
dryland cultivation, 83, 85-8; and
colonial administration, 114-21,
262-3; granting discouraged, 110;
jagir (Hindustani: prebend), 115;
and jajmani relations, 11, 108-9;
land grants and elections, 147; and
the ‘laws of eminent domain’, 327,
landlord(s), 10, 49-50, 93, 95, 107-8,
111, 113, 117, 119-21, 130, 135
141-2, 146, 160, 164, 223, 243, 246,
263, 274, 290, 310, 328-43; loss of,
82, 95, 207; natu (Tamil: settled
agricultural lands under royal
control), 87-8; palai (Tamil: desert
wasteland), 82, 87-8; relations in
rural Andhra Pradesh, 222-7, 331-2;
relations in rural Pakistani Punjab,
329-45; reforms, 269, 288-9, 329,
333, 341; rights to, 121, 327-8; as
royal grant, 19, 80-1, 86, 89, 92,
108-11; and the second five-year
plan (1957-62), 269; in slums,
183-6; in Swat, 107-8; use of and
‘informality’, 388

Landé, Carl, 106, 117

landlord(s), 10, 117, 130, 135, 141-2, 146,
164, 243, 263; authorised as patrons,
160; and the British government, 121;
exploitative, 328-43; Gondal, 328-42;
king as bbusvami (Sanskrit: lord of
the land), 110; in legal disputes, 246;
lower castes as, 223; Makhdooms (in

Pakistan), 329, 335; Mattison Mines’s,
49-50; as old-time patrons, 223, 274,
290, 310; in Swat, 107-8, 119-20;
watandars, 111; zamindars, 93, 95,
113, 142, 331

language, 193; Arabic in the Gulf, 381;
Biju Patnaik’s Oriya, 277; of feeding
and eating, 23, 48, 64, 86-9, 160-74,
277; of ‘gifts’ and ‘services’, 12, 172;
Hindi and Malayalam in Dubai,
382; of kinship, 23; Marathi and
bureaucratic efficacy in Mumbai,
188-9; of patronage, 6, 22-3, 29-30,
32,96, 101, 136, 138, 164; of rights,
32; sarkari boli (Hindi: language
of officialdom), 171; of seva (Hindi:
selfless service), 24, 150, 170-1;
sign language among Yadavs, 294;
vernacular, 6

Lateran Council (1125), 71

latta kbatu system, 212-3

law, 26, 51, 194, 200, 215-6, 335, 347,
355-6, 360; British colonial, 114, 119,
121; charities in, 62-3; conservation,
834, 96; customary, 332; and
democracy, xii; dbarma as, 73;
electoral, 17, 27-8, 126, 129-53, 172,
178, 269-70, 291; employment, 370;
and equality, xi—xii; international, 77;
and jajmani (patronage) rights,
119-21; legal patronage, 18-20,
237-58; ‘law of the fishes’ (Sanskrit:
matsya nyaya), 169-70; and
lawyers, 184, 189, 334; migration,
378, 390; and order, 241-2, 279-80;
and patronage, 18-20, 27, 129-58,
326-8; police uses of, 237-58; politics
against, 3, 154, 265, 290-1, 285,
303-25; and seypi (patronage), 332

‘law of the fishes’ (Sanskrit: matsya nyaya),
169-70

left-hand castes/moieties, 41-2, 58-64

Legislative Assemblies in States or
Provinces (Hindi: vidbyan sabba), 1;
criminals in, 154, 265, 290-1; elections
to, (in Punjab) 135-50; (in Rajasthan)
161-71, 190-1, 203, 220-3, 230-1, (in
UP) 248, 290-1, (in Pakistan) 340-2;
Member of (MLA), 1, 19, 24, 143, 140,
161, 168-70, 203, 209, 218, 225-7,
230, 249, 250, 265-6, 273, 278, 290-1,
339, 383

Lloyd, Rudolph and Susanne, 128; on the
‘weak-strong’ state, 200
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loans, 16, 233, 326; arranged by fixers, 200-2;
as the Congress Party patronage, 269;
as generosity, 228-31; as gifts, 228-31,
269; loan melas (fairs), 269; and
reputation, 66; sought from landlords,
337-8; and trust, 49-50

Lok Sabha (Hindi: Lower House of Indian
Parliament), 269, 280; elections to,
182, 231, 292

Lokpal/Janpal (Ombudsman) Bill, 260,
278-80

love, 233-4; abbimanam (Telugu:
affection), 233; and fear, 317-9;
mastans (Bengali: strongmen) and,
317-9; patronal, 19, 23, 163-4, 232;
the rhetoric of, 19, 25

ma-i-bap (Hindi: mother and father), 290;
patrons as, 22-3, 29, 164

‘machine politics’, 177, 179, 273

Madhya Pradesh (MP), 120, 265, 272-3

Madurai, 81-103

‘mafia’, 19, 290, 302

Maharashtra, 120-1, 272; 1966 Maharashtra
Land Revenue Code, 185; Government
of, 184-6, 190-2; and slum
rehabilitation schemes, 189-92

Maine, Henry, 157

Majoor Mahajan Sangh, 212-3

Makhdooms (Urdu: landlords), 329, 335

Malaiyammal (goddess), 95-6

Malayalis, 18, 365-93

Malcolm, John, 111-12

manchi manishi (Telugu: good man), 16,
230-1, 233

Manchu dynasty, 76

Manor, James, 30, 172; on fixers, 196-7,
201, 216

Maratha(s), 9-10, 18-9, 106, 109-17,
119-21

market, 53, 117, 323; all-India, 58; black,
63; Crawford, 183; and fixers, 216,
270, 365-6; housing, 188-9; informal,
201; labour, 201, 270, 369-72, 390;
market-town, 54, 83, 155, 218, 308,
332-4; moral economy of, 366-8, 374,
387; and patronage, 8, 104-6, 117-22,
126, 261, 270, 365-6, 374-5, 392-3;
produce market committees, 213;
values, 104, 128, 392; water, 186

Marriott, McKim, 12, 80, 120, 159-60

Marxism (in scholarship), 6, 79

mastan (Bengali: strongman), 306-27, 290

mat-dan (Hindi: gift of a vote), 24

Mathura, 133, 285-302; elections in, 133,
285-302; Yadavs and Dalits in, 285-302

Mayawati, front cover, 284, 299, 301;
criticisms of, 297; as goddess, 1, 297;
and muscular charisma, 296-7; and
‘social engineering’, 300

mchodyon / yon mchod (Tibetan: donor-donee
relation), 67-9, 72, 74-5, 77, 346-7, 353

Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA),
1, 161, 163, 209, 383; criminal, 154,
265, 290-1; discretion exercised by,
143, 203, 218, 249; farmers’ appraisal
of, 225-30; ineffective, 227; limits on
powers of, 168, 225-6, 230, 250; in
Pakistan, 339, 383; as patrons, 19, 24,
250, 265, 273, 278; stingy, 170

Members of Parliament (MPs), v, 218, 310-1;
worship among in India, 1; worship
among in Britain, 33-4

merchants, 41-8, 50-2, 66; Arya Vysya,
61-3; banias (Hindi), 298, 300;
attacked by gangsters, 323—4; and the
East India Company, 114; and legal
speculation, 246 merchant-princes,
19, 48, 62-3, 66; modesty of, 66; as
patrons, 10, 19, 66, 85

merit, 326; and book printing, 348-62; the
donee as merit-field, 69; and electoral
choice, 33, 131, 263; neoliberal fictions
of, 384; vs. patronage, 131, 263;
and police recruitment, 267; punya
(Sanskrit), 69; savab (Urdu), 338

Michelutti, Lucia, 15, 17, 19-20, 283-302;
on goonda raj (Hindi: gangster
rule), 34, 155, 255; on the decline
of hierarchy, 30; on democracy’s
‘vernacularisation’, 31, 283, 287, 302;
on ‘divine kinship’, 284-7, 291-8, 301;
on relations between humans and
gods, 29-30, 32, 160; on (political)
representation, 31, 283, 287

michil (Bengali: demonstration), 307

middle class, 65, 82, 162, 202, 334, 338,
389; and corruption, 25, 154, 176-7,
276-7; and the end of patronage,
216, 260, 276-7; migrants, 372;
networking within, 388; as subject of
anthropology, 12-3; voters, 271, 275

migration, x—xi, 17-8, 30; criminalisation
of, 372; and fixers, 365-93; Gondals’,
331-2; to the Gulf, 365-93; networks
of, 365, 369-85, 387-93; and
patronage, 6, 367-93; Valaiyars’, 84-9,
102-3
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Milarepa, 357, 361

Mines, Mattison, 13, 19, 25-6, 34

mirasi (patronage system), 11

Mitter, Satish, 135

Modi, Narendra, 265

Mongolia, 68-71, 75-6, 167, 352-3, 356

‘moral economy’, 366-7, 374, 387

morality, 48, 338, 346, 363; ‘bio-moral
substance’, 12, 159-60; of brokerage
and mediation, 18, 365-93;
democratic, 29, 127-8, 140, 175;
and dharma (moral duty), 67,
69, 73, 293; and the distinction
between patron and fixer, 23, 360,
385-7; electoral, 147-50, 155,
160-1, 160-74, 205, 217-33, 235-6;
ethical countryside, 82, 88; ethical
sovereignty, 88; of exchange, 11-3,
17-8, 21-7, 139-45, 160, 163, 167;
of ‘feeding-and-eating’, 23, 48, 64,
86-9, 160-74, 277; and fiscality, 110;
hierarchical, x—xi, 2, 5-6, 8-9, 14, 30,
172-4; legal, 237-9, 256-7; manchi
manishi (Telugu: good man), 16,
230-1, 233; moral community,
138-40 moral conflict in patronage,
10-1, 24-7, 85-8, 102, 125-9, 149-50,
286, 365; ‘moral economy’, 18, 366-7,
374, 387; neoliberal, xi, 2-7, 28,
366-9, 372, 388-93; of patrons and
patronage, x-xi, 4-8, 12-3, 18-30,
44-5, 48-9, 87-8, 108, 110, 125-53,
160-74, 224-34, 244, 258, 273, 288,
290, 297, 365-93; and political
representation, 16-7, 29, 129-32,
139-40, 145-6, 173-5, 219-20; of
politics, 150, 166-74, 224-34; and
‘provisional agency’, 237-8, 240,
250; of relatedness, 22, 28-9, 158-9,
294; rhetoric of, 18, 20, 23-5, 150,
170-2, 220, 317-9, 367, 385, 387-8;
of sociality, 22-3, 391-2, 373—4; of
violence, 316-20, 324-5; and women
politicians, 206

Muharram (festival), 163

Mukherjee, Subrata, 121-2

Mumbai, x—xi, 17-8, 176-95; anti-
corruption campaign in, 176-7; and
the Bombay Municipal Corporation
(BMC) Act of 1888, 188; and the
global elites, 176-7; Municipal
Corporation, 176, 180, 182—4, 188-9,
192-3; real estate market, 188-90;
slums of, 176-95

Municipal Corporation, 121, 176, 180,
1824, 188-9, 192-3, 263

munshi (Urdu: overseer), 329

Muslim League, 135, 139, 149

Muslim(s), 41, 72, 126, 163, 219, 225, 228,
242, 245, 253-4, 295, 379, 385; and
elections, 137-9, 191, 276, 289,
299-300; Islamisation, 316, 338;
Jajmani-like arrangement among,
11, 119-20, 331-2; in and from Kerala,
365-6, 376, 378-9; in KHAM, 213;
law, 245-6; and remittances, 387; in
the Textile Labour Association, 212;
violence against, 209-10, 197-8

Muttaraiyar, 81, 92-3; super-caste of,
96-103; Youth Associations, 99-103

myriarchy (Tibetan: kbri skor), 350,
352-4

naadu (Tamil: territorial caste council
meeting), 40, 42, 54-5, 57-8

Nag-dban blo-bzan rgya-mtsho (5th Dalai
Lama), 76

Nagarjuna, 72-3

Naidu, Chandrababu, 220-1, 230, 233

National Democratic Alliance, 280

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(NREGA), 21, 216

natu (Tamil: settled agricultural lands
under royal control), 87-8

Navaratri (festival), 48

naya netas (Hindi: new leaders), 22, 202,
291, 202, 261, 270; in Bangladesh,
310; and the ‘new pragmatism’, 16,
195, 207, 210, 216, 334

nayaka chiefs, 109

Nehru, Jawaharlal, 268; and corruption
in the Congress Party, 264; and
the election tribunal, 151-3;
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (Jawahar
Employment Programme), 270; as
patron, 19, 151-3; and the
Sahgal-Kriplani case, 151-3

neoliberal(ism): as anthropology’s subject,
13—4; definitions of corruption, 3, 29,
32-3, 154, 169, 172, 2306; principles,
2, 4, 28-9, 31-5, 173-4, 372, 388-93;
policies, 220; political theory, 29-35,
177-80, 194, 217

Nepal, 3, 74

networks: of fixers and brokers, 180,
188-9, 193-5, 196-7, 205-7, 215, 382;
among global elites, 389; hawala, 313;
of kith and kin, 18, 309, 365, 369-7;
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migrant, 365-92; monastic, 362-3; and  patron-deities, 86-8, 295; politicians as,

the ‘networking’ practice, 243, 372,
375, 383—4, 387-9; of patronage, 10,
18, 116, 45, 59, 125-7, 141-2, 196-7,
205-7, 215, 268-9, 275, 305, 313, 325,
344; vs. patronage, 390; party, 186;
of pratinidbi (Gujarati: mediators),
212-4; transactional (patronage as),
22, 158; of temples, 59; trade, 42; of
water distribution, 186

‘new pragmatism’ (of South Asian politics),
16, 195, 207, 210, 216, 334

Newari artisans, 359

Nilakanthshah, 113

non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), 18, 83-4, 176-7, 249,
310, 369, 371

Non-Resident Keralites Affairs Department
(NORKA), 371

Orissa, 147, 270, 272, 277-8; governmental
improvements, 278

Osella, Filippo, 365-93; 18, 22-4, 29-30,
32-4, 240, 304

Other Backward Castes (OBCs), 254, 289;
and the Targeted Public Distribution
System, 272; Yadavs as the natural
leaders of, 293

Overseas Development and Employment
Promotion Consultants (ODEPC), 371

padayatra (Telugu: foot march), 16, 18, 33,
47,220-1, 233

Pakhtuns/Pathans, 107-8, 117-20

Pakistan Muslim League Noon
(PML-N), 342

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), 334, 342

Pakistan, 326-45; and Benazir Bhutto’s
land reforms, 329, 333, 341;
corruption in, 334-40, 343;
democracy in, 343-4; elections in,
330, 337-8, 3404

palai (Tamil: wasteland), 82, 87-8

panchayat (Hindi: village or caste council),
245-6, 273, 383

partiality/impartiality, 20, 340

‘party workers’, 182, 214, 223, 233-5,
310, 320, vs. ‘social workers’,
198-206

‘partyarchy’ (in Bangladesh), 312

Patel, Sardar, 265

Patnaik, Biju, 270

patrimonial(ism) vs. patronage, 9-10,
111-7, 120

1, 43-44, 296-7; kul devatas (Hindi:
clan deities), 293, 295; Valaiyars/
Muttaraiyars as, 96-7

patron(s): accused of selfishness, 137, 174,

221, 225, 228-30, 234, 236; agency of,
13, 50-1, 58, 159; as anndatas (Hindi:
bread givers), 164-5; bankers as, 10,
126-7; big-men (see ‘big-men’); the
Congress Party as, 262-6, 269-70,
288; within the Congress Party, 19,
55-6, 121-2, 151-3; donees in the
creation of, 10, 12, 160; as donors,
18-9, 68-9, 156, 159-67, 170-1, 173,
240, 273, 291, 346-64; the East India
Company as, 52-3, 63, 113; in the
East India Company, 52-3, 63, 113; in
European languages, 29, 78; and the
failure to protect, 26, 102; fixers as,
188, 195, 200, 204-7, 214-5; vs. fixers,
234, 366, 385-7; as ‘good men’, 49,
231-3; headmen (see ‘headmen’);
Jayalalitha as divine, 1, 43-4; kings
as (see ‘king(ship)’); Lord Cornwallis
as, 114-5, 117; as ma-i-bap (Hindi:
mother and father), 22-3, 9, 164;
Maecenas, 78; mécénat, 78; Members
of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) as,
19, 24, 250, 265, 273, 278; merchants
as, 10, 19, 48, 61-3, 66, 85; and
morals, x-xi, 4-8, 12-3, 18-30, 44-5,
48-9, 87-8, 108, 110, 125-53, 160-74,
224-34, 244, 258, 273, 288, 290, 297,
365-93; Nehru as, 19, 151-3; old-
time, 223, 274, 290, 310; as parents,
22; police as, 22, 237-58; protection
as the duty of, 9, 19-20, 23, 206, 34,
82,95, 99, 117, 125-7, 137, 164, 168,
229-30, 237-40, 248, 250, 255-7,

283, 285-302; and public display,
44-66, 127, 165-6, 278, 297, 315-6;
the pursuit of, 80-103; reputation of,
40-1, 45, 49-52, 60-1, 65-6, 81, 125-6,
138, 144-53, 170-1, 189, 207, 257,
273; respect afforded to, 34, 46-7,
49, 52-3, 57-9, 63-4, 115-6, 130, 144,
149, 228, 229, 357-8; respect received
from, 46, 52-3, 81, 88-9, 96, 355; as
Robin Hoods, 283; Sonia Gandhi as,
1, 21, 216; as sources of morality, 87;
variety of in South Asia, 19

‘patronage democracy’, 197, 215, 218, 224,

230, 236, 300, 302; Kanchan Chandra
on, 15-6, 127, 284-5
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patronage: in Africa, 23, 160, 174, 265-7; in
the aesthetic domain, ix, 27, 347-64;
and bureaucracy, 22, 111-3, 188-9,
201, 204, 216, 265, 300-1, 3124, 323
340; and capitalism, 375, 388-90, 393;
contra capitalism, 14, 372-3, 375; and
caste, 13, 43, 47-8, 56-8, 60-1, 81-2,
96-7, 101-3; contra ‘civil society’, 8, 14,
128; or clientelism (see ‘clientelism’);
commercialisation of, 117-22, 216; and
communal identity, 81-2, 96-7, 101-3;
compadrazgo (ritual ‘co-parenthood’),
274; and competition, 107, 120-1,
139-67, 270, 284, 361; by the Congress
Party, 262-6, 269-70, 288; in the
Congress Party, 19, 55-6, 121-2, 151-3;
corporate, 106, 117; as corruption, 3, 14,
16-7, 20, 259, 274, 278-80, 343; debated
in 19"-cetury Britain, 27-9, 34-5,
129-32, 173-5; and democracy, 7, 16-5,
127, 197, 215, 218, 224, 230, 236, 2845,
300, 302; and development, 13, 19, 21,
66, 99, 164, 255, 261, 271-3, 335-6;
dbarmic vs. vakil, 10, 25, 126-7, 145-8;
dissolution of traditional, 222, 312; as
the donor-donee relationship, 10, 12,
18-9, 69, 72-8, 156, 159-67, 170-3, 237,
290, 293, 3467, 353, 3506; as a dyadic
relation, 107, 117, 121, 300, 313; and the
East India Company, 52-3, 63, 113-21;
and efficacy, xi, 16, 24, 125-7, 132,
237, 255, 288, 295-6, 316, 334, 368-9,
381-2, 385; and electoral choice, 16-7,
19-21, 33-5, 131, 134, 156, 161-5, 174,
210-1, 207-8, 220, 222, 224-6, 229-30,
233, 235-6, 263, 288, 295-6, 334; and
elites, 6, 14, 326-45; as ethical trope,
87-8; and exploitation, 6, 26, 86-7, 102,
331, 367; as ‘feudalism’, 332, 334; in
the First World, 7-8, 128, 259, 265, 390;
and fixers (see ‘fixers’); as ‘feudalism’,

relations’); kingship (see ‘kingship”);
and kinship, 6, 8, 13, 22-3, 29, 34, 104,
164, 283-7, 291-8, 300-1, 368; and
law, 18-22, 27, 129-58, 237-58, 326-8;
as ‘lop-sided’ or spoiled friendship,

xi, 8-9; and love, 19, 23, 25, 163-64,
232-34; 317-19; and the market, 8,
104-6, 117-22, 126, 261, 270, 365-6,
374-5, 392-3; mchod yon / yon mchod
(Tibetan: donor-donee relation), 67-9,
72, 74-5, 77, 346-7, 353; and migration,
6, 367-93; the morality of, x—xi, 4-8,
12-3, 18-30, 44-5, 48-9, 87-8, 108, 110,
125-53, 160-74, 224-34, 244, 258, 273,
288, 290, 297, 365-93; as a narrative
trope, 87, 96, 102; the paradox of, 21-7,
11, 82-8, 96, 102, 236, 257-8, 286;

vs. patrimony, 9-10, 111-7; patronal
reputation, 40-1, 45, 49-52, 60-1,

65-0, 81, 125-6, 138, 144-53, 1701,
189, 207, 257, 273; and ‘the people’,

19, 32, 147-50, 153, 239-40, 256, 317;
and political change, 6-7; and political
representation, 167, 27-9, 31, 34-5,
129-32, 139-40, 145-6, 173-5, 219-20,
230, 259-60, 301-2; and ‘provisional
agency’, 237-8, 240, 250; Ramchandra
Pant’s idea of, 110; and rational choice
(see ‘rational choice”); seypi (see ‘seypi’);
as relational mode, 12, 157; and simony,
78; and state failure, 3, 5, 8, 18, 26, 104,
200, 217, 260-1, 328-45; of temples,
13, 19, 26, 43, 47-8, 51-4, 58-63, 606,
78, 80-1, 88, 95, 97, 99-101, 127, 355,
359; as ‘traditional’ institution, 128; as
transactional domain, 4, 21-2, 25-6,
157-8; in the United States of America,
7-8, 128, 259, 390; and wasta (see
‘wasta’); and wealth, 11, 24-5, 107,
125-7; welfare schemes as, 19, 21, 34,
269, 271-2

3,6, 8, 106; and the founding of the Peirce, Charles, 92

Congress Party, 10; and ‘free choice’, periyar (Tamil: big-man), 13, 29, 41, 51
130, 219, 228; as friendship, 6, 8, 2734,  ‘permit raj’, 271

297-8, 308-9, 368, 3706; gangsters as, Peshwa, 111, 113, 116

17, 19-21, 34, 66, 155, 255, 283, 288, Piattoni, Simona, 128, 259, 265

290-1, 303-27; ‘good’ vs. ‘bad’, 27-8, pilgrimage, 19, 52; political, 16, 18, 33, 47,
129-32; and hierarchy, 11, 26, 40-1, 80, 220-1, 233

125, 128-30, 159, 164, 3467, 365-6; Pitt-Rivers, Julian, 8-9

hierocracy, 70, 77; historical causes of Planning Commission of India, 271-2

(after Martin Shefter), 260-2, 274; and police station (Hindi: thana), 24, 198,

the historical imagination, 80-2, 84,
86-9, 92, 99, 101-3; and innovation, 27,
346, 359, 361-4; jajmant (see jajmant

239-57, 298, 310-2, 321, 334; thand
bacchana (Hindi: rescue from the
police), 24, 198, 255
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police, 237-58; 1946 Delhi Special Police politicians: careers of, 13, 24, 198-216,

Act, 279; and courts of law, 244-6,
251, 255-6, 334, 340; and crime,
238-58; as donee-clients, 240; and
First Information Reports (FIRs),
19-20, 199, 208-9, 237-67; hafta
(Hindi: ‘week’, weekly extraction
payment), 249; Indian Police Service
(IPS), 242; and ‘legal patronage’,
18-20, 237-58; field vs. desk postings,
239; fixers and, 199, 208-09, 243,
254-55, 237-57; as ‘little kingpins’,
239-40, 248-55, 257; and merit, 267;
as patrons, 22, 237-58; politicisation
of, 201, 240, 244-5, 247-50, 255,
264-06, 323, 340; and ‘punishment
postings’, 201, 244, 248-50, 255,
265-6; rank among, 242, 264; rescue
from the (Hindi: thana bacchana),
24, 198, 255; station (Hindi: thana),
24, 198, 239-57, 298, 310-2, 321,
334; and trust, 246, 248; uses of law
by, 237-58

political parties: Aam Aadmi Party, 275;
Aman Sabha (Anti-Revolutionary
League), 133; Awami League, 303-4,
306, 308-14, 322; Bahujan Kisan Dal
Party (BKD), 269; Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), 285, 290-1, 298-300;
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
3006, 308, 310—4; Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), 1, 34, 161, 166-7,
202-3, 207-15, 299; Biju Janata Dal

228-9, 231-2, 296, 305-25; criminal,
154, 265, 290-1; deified, 1, 43-4, 297;
ejamanars (Tamil: caste headmen),
61; and gangsters, 304-5, 309-11, 314,
317, 322-5, 328, 331, 340; as generous
donors, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18-21, 24-5, 44,
47-9, 52, 57-8, 62-3, 69, 77-8, 80,
147, 164, 168-73, 229-30, 235-06, 288,
297, 301-2, 315-6, 362, 3606, 368, 374,
383; headmen, 40, 51-62, 89, 239-40,
252-5, 257-8; as heroes, 296-7; limits
on the generosity of, 168, 225-6, 230,
250; MLAs, 1, 19, 24, 161, 143, 154,
163, 168, 170, 203, 209, 218, 225-30,
249-50, 265, 273, 278, 290-1, 339,
383; MPs, iv, 1, 33, 218, 310-1; naya
netas (Hindi: new leaders), 22, 195,
202, 291, 202, 261, 270, 310; ‘party
workers’, 182, 198-2006, 214, 223,
233-5, 310, 320; ‘social workers’, 17,
29, 181-2, 186-94, 198-214, 310, 384,
387; as ‘the people’s’ servants, 171,
221, 233; power over bureaucrats,
201, 204, 216, 265, 300-1, 312—4, 323,
340; power over police, 201, 240,
244-5, 247-50, 255, 264-6, 323, 340;
pradbans (Hindi: village headmen),
243, 252-5, 257-8; as sovereigns,

19, 25, 31, 151; stanik netas (Hindi:
neighbourhood leaders), 202; women
as, 1-2, 34, 284, 299, 296-7, 301;
Yadavs as ‘natural’, 293-6

(BJD), 270; Communist Party of ‘politics of the belly’, 174
India (Marxist), 122, 222, 383; and politics (see also ‘democracy’, ‘patronage’

factionalism, (see ‘factionalism’);
inter- and intra-party competition,
268-9; Indira Gandhi’s Congress
(R), 213; Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party,
151; Krishak Proja Party (KPP),
136-9; ‘partyarchy’ in Bangladesh,
312; Muslim League, 135, 139,

149; networks of, 186; Pakistan

and ‘politicians’): criminalisation of;
4, 20-2, 154, 241-2, 287-93, 303-25;
as ‘dirty’ business, 25, 150, 166-75;
as a distinct category, 150, 166, 174,
290, 324; ‘politics of the belly’, 174;
rajniti (Hindi), 166, 174; student, 234,
305-11, 314-5, 320-1; as a separate
domain, 290

Muslim League Noon (PML-N), 342; polity (pre-modern), 9; aristocratic, 116;

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), 334,
342; Rashtriya Janata Lok Dal (RJL),
299-300; Samajwadi Party (SP),

‘galactic’, 10, 61-2; Maratha, 106,
109-13; Nicholas Dirks on Indian,
108-9; Tibetan, 67-79, 346-7, 351-64

254, 285, 290-1, 295-9; Swatantra polling agents, 255
Party, 269; Telangana Rashtra Samiti  pothi (Sanskrit: bundle-manuscript), 350
(TRS), 222, 234-5; Telugu Desam power (see ‘influence’)

Party (TSP), 220-7, 231-4; Unionist pradban (Hindi: elected village

Party, 143—4

headperson), 243, 254-5, 257-8

‘political society’ (& la Chatterjee), 18, 129, pratinidbi (Gujarati: special

197, 215, 326-8, 343-4

representatives), 212-3
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protect(ion): the business of, 308, 326;
demand for, 20, 112, 182, 193, 288,
298-2; of gangsters, 304-5, 309-11,
314, 317, 322-5, 328, 331, 340; as
king’s defining duty, 9; law as, 246; of
migrants, 370-2, 393; as patronal duty,
9, 19-20, 23, 26, 34, 82, 95, 99, 117,
125-7, 137, 164, 168, 229-30, 237-40,
248, 250, 255-7, 283, 285-302; patrons’
failure to, 26, 102; state failure to, 18,
26; as value (see ‘value”); violent, 283,
286-7, 290-1

‘provisional agency’, 237-8, 240, 250,
255-8

public display, 149, 243; as argument, 43-4,
47, 52-3; and generosity, 9, 21-2, 48,
80, 164-8, 297; in jajmant exchange,
160-1; in Muttaraiyar self-assertion,
97; as patrons’ prerogative, 44-60,
127, 165-6, 278, 297, 315-6

Public Interest Legislation, 191

Public Works Department, 389; corruption
in, 278

public / private, 5, 20, 148-50, 153, 177-8,
184, 192, 194, 200-1, 212, 238-9, 257,
260-1, 266-7, 327-8, 337-44, 309,
388; in definition of corruption, 29,
33, 169, 172, 236

Pudukottai, 108-9

‘punishment posting’, 201, 244, 248-50,
255, 265-6

Punjab, 26, 262-3, 271-2, 327-43; elections
in, 140-7; vote buying in, 140-4

punyaksetra (Sanskrit: merit field), 69

pyraveerkar (Tamil: big-man), 196

quasi-autonomous non-governmental
organisations (QUANGOs), 104, 106

Rahman, Ziaur, 303

Rajasthan, 1-2, 155-56, 272, 293, 301;
Chief Minister of, 1-2, 34; elections
in, 17, 19, 22, 161-71, 173-5; Maratha
paramoutcy in, 113; naya netas
(Hindi: new leaders) in, 202, 270;
political transfers of officials in, 265-6

Raje, Vasundhara, 1-2, 34

rajniti (Hindi: politics), 166, 174

rajyalaks?mi (Marathi: royal fortune), 110

Ram Lila, 127, 146-7

Ramayana, 127, 146, 292

rank: bureaucratic, 203, 299, 329; and caste,
30, 73, 172; difference across, ix;

difference of as moral distortion,
30; giving and, 78, 115; leveling of,
30, 172; among the police, 242, 264;
relations across, 30-1, 172-3; between
‘the government’ and ‘the people’, 33,
173-4

Rao Bahadur (Hero-Prince, title), 63

Rao, K. Chandrasekhar, 234

Rao, N.T. Rama (NTR), 224

Rashtriya Janata Lok Dal (RJL), 299-300

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 213

rational choice (theory), 140, 149-50, 178,
257-8; critiques of ix—x, 15-6, 18, 22,
128-9, 150; and democracy, 15-6, 28

reciprocity, 5, 32, 39-41, 48, 76, 125,
129-32, 138-42, 147-8, 167, 246,
257-8, 267, 286, 300, 310-4, 319-20,
365-7, 374, 386-7

Reddys, 219, 224, 229

remittances, 366-8, 377, 386-7; in Keralan
economy, 375

representation (political), 4, 160; in
19"-century Britain, 27-9, 34-5,
129-32, 173-5; in 19™M-century
France, 35; in the anthropology of
democracy, 31; as authorisation, 31; as
identification, 31-2; contractual, 31-2,
174, 286-87, 301; blocked in Pakistan,
341; in democracies, 2, 29, 31; of
elites, 15; and hierarchy, 34-5, 172—4;
Jonathan Spencer on, 286; of middle
and lower castes in the Congress
in 1950s-1960s, 268-9; of migrants
in the Gulf, 371-2; morality of, 29,
129-32, 140, 173-5; and the morals of
relatedness, 29; and patronage, 27-9,
34-5, 129-32, 173-5; representatives
vs. rulers, 31, 230, 283—4, 301-2; as a
social relation, 29, 31-2; vernacular
idioms of, 29, 32, 283-4, 286-7, 301

reputation, 91, 102, 141, 245, 322, 386, 389;
‘clean’, 277; for efficacy, 165, 174, 189,
207, 288, 2956, 334, 378, 382, 285;
and electoral law, 138, 144-53; and
income, 381; and party loyalties, 310,
312; patronal, 40-1, 45, 49-52, 60-1,
65-6, 81, 125-6, 138, 144-53, 170-1,
189, 207, 257, 273; and remittances,
377; tough, 288, 297, 302, 311, 315-6;
YSR’s, 233

reservations (for positive discrimination),
99, 207-10, 215, 227, 267, 289

respect, 30, 163, 177, 218, 228-9, 337-8;
for Brahmins, 47-8; for Dalits, 210;
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gauravam (Telugu), 228; and the
global elites, 389; maryata (Telugu),
228; in political careers, 151, 228-9,
309-12, 317-9; for patrons, 34, 46-7,
49, 52-3, 57-9, 634, 115-6, 130, 144,
149, 228, 229, 357-8; and political
careers, 228-30, 232; received from
patrons, 46, 52-3, 81, 88-9, 96,
355; for Tibetan books, 348-9, 353;
women-politicians and, 205-6

rhetoric (political): of ‘clean politics’, 324; of
the ‘common man’, 170; of community,
220; Dalits’, 296-7; of descent, 294;
of the free market, 392; of friendship,
385; giving as, 18-9; of ‘good
governance’, 168; of governmental
‘steel frame’, 262; of love, 19, 25,
317-9; moral, 18, 20, 23-5, 150,
170-2, 220, 317-9, 367, 385, 387-8; of
munificence, 18, 20, 23, 170-2, 302;
neoliberal, 28-9, 31-5, 173-4, 372;
party, 324; of protection, 301-2; Robin
Hood, 317-9; of selflessness, 24-5,
150, 170-2; of seva (Hindi: selfless
service), 24, 150, 170-2; of virility, 302;
the Yadavs’, 296

Right to Information (RTD), 192; Act, 249

right-hand castes / moieties, 41-2, 61

rights: citizens’, 177-9, 185, 217, 224, 280,
327-8, 343-4, 390-2; to develop
slums, 191; human, 240-1; individual,
178, 217, 246; to information, 192,
249; labour, 370; land, 121, 327-8; to
patronage, 80-1, 85, 88, 90, 108, 120,
389; to political representation, 131,
217, 236, 341; of temple patronage,
59, 62; to transfer (government
servants), 265-6; to sell water, 188;
the language of, 32, 344

Robertson, Marguerite, 289

Robin Hoods: Mulayam Singh and Laloo
Prasad Yadav as, 296; narratives of,
317, 319-20; patrons as, 283

Roniger, Luis, 8, 21, 25, 128

rtvij (Sanskrit: ritual priest), 73

Ruud, Arild Engelsen, 220, 303-25; on
dirty politics 25, 150, 174; on political
criminalisation, 20, 288, 303-25; on
the rhetoric of love, 25, 317-9; on
styles of leadership, 18-9

Sa-skya hierarchs, 68-9, 350,
352-4, 361
Sahgal, Manmohini, 151-3

Sahlins, Marshall, 23, 293

sajjada nishin (Urdu: hereditary custodian
of a Sufi shrine), 141

samaj (Hindi: community, society,
association), 30, 291-2, 299

Samajwadi Party (SP), 254, 285, 290-1,
295-9

Samkaracaryas (Sankrit: heads of Saiva
monasteries), 74

samnyasin (Sanskrit: renunciant), 73

sanskritisation, 293

Santaraksita, 350

Saraswati, Kanchee Sankaraacharya
Jayendra, 45

sarkari boli (Hindi: language of
officialdom), 171

sarvabbaum (Marathi: lord of the whole
earth), 109

Scheduled Castes (SC), 209, 214, 219,
222-4, 226, 229-30, 271-2, 289

Scheduled Tribes (ST), 254, 289

Scott, James: on ‘machine politics’, 177,
179; on patron-clientage, 4, 6,
206, 274, 366-67; on ritual
‘co-parenthood’, 274

‘second democratic upsurge’ (India’s),
285-6, 296-7

secret ballot, 2; in Britain, 27-8; George
Grote and, 27, 130

Self Employed Women’s Association
(SEWA), 45

selfish(ness), 137, 173-4, 226; corruption
as, 23, 33; and democracy, 28, 175;
fixers, 18, 196, 203; patronage
conceived as, 6-7, 15-6; patronage
against, 19, 21-5, 28-9, 33, 40-1,
57, 127, 137, 148, 150, 153, 170
172-3, 226, 229, 230, 235-6, 319;
patrons accused of, 137, 174, 221,
225, 228-30, 234, 236; svarda
(Teluguw), 225

selflessness: as cardinal value of patronage,
19, 21-5, 28, 40-1, 127, 137, 148,
150, 153, 172-3, 319; and electoral
choice, 226, 229, 235-6; and liberal
democracy, 28-9; the rhetoric of,
24-5, 150, 170-2, 230, 319; and seva
(Hindi: selfless service), 22, 24, 150,
170-1, 196, 203

semeiotics, 81, 92

service (see ‘donor-donee relation’
and ‘sevd’)

seva (Hindi: selfless service), 22, 24, 150,
170-1, 196, 203; and Gandhi, 171
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sharecropping, 327-8, 330-1, 333

Sharif, Nawaz, 334-5, 342

Shefter, Martin, 260-2, 267, 274

Shel dkar, 349, 352-9, 361

Shiva (god), 1, 54, 300

Shore, John, 116

Si tu 1Ha btsan skyabs, 350, 352, 356

Singapore, 102, 279

slum(s), x, 17-18, 20, 176-7, 179, 187-8;
definition of, 180; housing in, 188-92;
‘regularisation’ of, 185; Rehabilitation
Schemes in, 189-92; ‘social workers
in’, 17, 181-2, 186-94, 198-9, 201-G;
as ‘vote banks’, 176-95; vs. the middle
class, 177-80, 191-3, 197; water
supply in, 180-93

‘social workers’, 17, 29, 181-2, 186-94,
198-214, 310, 384, 387; vs. ‘party
workers’, 198-206

sovereignty, 4, 85, 88; and electoral
law, 132, 140; ethical, 88; and the
Indian constitution, 129; kingly, 10;
‘the people’s’, 27, 31-2, 126, 129,
130-4, 145, 150-1, 153; politicians as
sovereigns, 19, 25, 31, 151

Spencer, Jonathan, 29, 31-2, 286, 315-6

Sringeri, 74

Srinivas, M.N., 373-4; on dominant castes,
329; on ‘sanskritisation’, 293

State of Democracy in South Asia (report),
171, 276

the state: in 18th-century India, 106, 109-17;
Chinese, 363; coercive capacities
of, xii, 238, 246; the Congress Party
and, 235; corruption and, 155, 158,
169; in current academic debates, 4,
15; ‘deinstitutialisation’ of, 303, 324;
democratic, 3—4; developing, 7; the
East India ‘company state’, 114-7;
‘everyday state’, 197, 304; fixers and,
196-216, 304, 327; and gangsterism,
304, 324; and labour migration, 370-5,
392-3; and ‘law and order’, 279-80;
the mediated, 197, 200-2; Mongolian,
75; and outsourcing to para-state
institutions, 104, 106; patronage and,
3,6-7, 20, 23, 32, 106, 111, 126, 1324,
136, 139, 164, 179, 185, 218, 240,
257, 260-2, 265, 268, 271, 300, 365,
391-3; vs. patronage, 8; patronage
and the failure of, 3, 5, 18, 26, 104,
200, 217, 260-1, 328-45; politicians as
servants of, 24; the Pope as head of,
71, 75; Rajput, 112-3; as a resource,

19-20, 23, 32, 58, 164, 179, 196-7
200-16, 2234, 226, 228, 236, 257,
260-3, 268-71, 273, 284-5, 328, 331,
333-4, 337-43; revenue, 110, 121, 216;
separated from church, 72; servants of,
171; ‘shadow state’, 304; in Swat, 107;
Tangut, 68; ‘theatre state’, 109; as a
threat, 20, 26, 325-6; the ‘weak-strong’,
200; Weberian, 20, 104, 265-8; ‘welfare
state’, 200

status, 9, 190, 204; of Dalits, 214-5; and
education, 270; and electoral choice,
33-5, 134, 222, 229; of fixers, 365,
368, 378, 383-5; of forest dwelling
Valaiyars, 84, 87, 99; of a ‘good
person’, 229-30; patronal, 5, 12,
23-5, 48, 54, 125, 127, 132-3, 160,
217-8, 222, 229, 270, 283-9, 338, 347;
‘traditional’, 310, 334

student politics, 234, 305-11, 314-5, 320-1;
and demonstrations, 307; and ‘hall
capture’, 306; Muttaraiyar Youth
Associations, 99-103

subsidies (see also ‘welfare schemes’): and
the Congress Party, 269; and electoral
choice, 19-21; on housing, 192; as
patronage, 269, 271-2; and student
residence, 307

Suncuvar family, 52-3, 62

Supreme Court of India, 169, 191, 344; and
the 1994 Bommai decision, 280

Swat, 107-8, 117-20

Swatantra Party, 269

Symmetry/asymmetry, 5, 12, 25, 69, 75-6,
80, 160, 293

talaiuur (Tamil: head village), 40

Tambiah, Stanley, 10, 61

Tandon, Purushottam Das, 151

Tanguts, 68, 349

tapori (Marathi: rowdy fixer,
derogatory), 196

Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS), 271-2

taxes and taxation, 10, 51, 58, 66, 80, 110-3,
120-1, 177, 183-5, 202, 213, 2634,
330, 354-6

teer (Tamil: temple car), 60

Telangana, 16, 217, 222; vs. coastal Andhra,
234; map of, 219; and the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS), 222, 234-5;
separatism and, 234-6

Telangana Rashtra Samiti (TRS), 222,
234-5
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telivi (Telugu: awareness-knowledge),
2234, 236

Telugu Desam Party (TSP), 220-7, 231-4

temple(s): of Alagar, 89-90, 94;
of Alakarnacciyamman, 86;
of Alakinattciyammal, 91; of
Ardhanariiswarar, 54, 58; and displays
of pre-eminence, 43, 45, 46-8, 59-60;
as indexes, remnants or ‘marks’, 88-9,
91-2, 96; of Kandasami, 42, 59; and
kingship, 19, 58-9; of Malaiyammal,
95; and migration networks, 368;
and the naadu village organisation,
57-8; and the organisation of caste in
Tamil Nadu, 58-9; patronage of, 13,
19, 26, 43, 47-8, 51-4, 58-63, 66, 78,
80-1, 88, 95, 97, 99-101, 127, 355,
359; as royal gifts, 19; of Shri Kanyaka
Parameswar (SKPD), 46, 61-2

Textile Labour Association (TLA), 212-3

Thackeray, Bal, 45

thana (see ‘police station’)

Thanjavur, 39

‘the people’: babujan (Hindi), 285; as a
composite of rational, autonomous
actors, 178; democracy as the
rule of, 14-5, 283, 286; and divine
kinship, 284-5, 288, 293, 301; and
electoral choice, 205, 211, 214, 265;
in the Indian constitution, 129; the
government and, 116, 173-4; and
the Lokpal (Ombudsman) Bill, 280;
and patronage, 19, 32, 147-50, 153,
239-40, 256, 317; politicians as
‘servants’ of, 171, 221, 233; in Tibet,
79; sovereignty of, 27, 31-2, 126, 129,
130-4, 145, 150, 153, 285-6

‘theatre state’, 109

Thurston, Edgar, 85

Tibet, x-xi, 18-9, 24, 26-7, 29-30, 67-79,
346-64

Tocqueville, Alexis de, 35

transfers (of government servants), 201,
204, 2434, 248-50, 255, 264-6, 268,
299, 339; as ‘punishment’, 201, 244,
248-50, 255, 265-6

Transparency International, 3; and the
definition of corruption, 29, 169

Trautmann, Thomas, 107

Trichengode, 41-2, 54-61

trust (and distrust): and electoral choice,
1634, 182, 189-90, 195, 200, 225;
interpersonal and inter-communal,
299-300, 340; in the legal system,

288; in migrant networks, 368-9, 379,
386-7; in patronage, 41, 57, 163—-4;
and political fixers, 182, 189-90, 195,
2006; in relations with the police, 246,
248; in Tamil society, 49-52, 65-6; and
welfare spending, 266

Tsong kha pa, 349

U rgyan pa, 349-50, 357

ulama (Arabic: Muslim religious
scholars), 137

underworld (criminal), 305, 310, 319-24

Unionist Party, 143—4

United Arab Emirates, 372, 381-2

United Kingdom of Great Britain, 27-9,
33-5, 117, 129-32, 173-5

United Nations, 329

United Progressive Alliance, 279-80

USA: class in, xi-xii, democracy in, xii,
31, 33, 35, 175, 261, 266, 276-7; and
the Federal Bureau of Investigations,
279; ‘machine politics in’, 273; neo-
con networks in, 374; patronage in,
7-8, 128, 259, 390; representation
(democratic) in, 31, 33; vote buying
in, 140

Uttar Pradesh (UP), 1, 154, 183, 237-58,
262, 272, 285-304, 327; elections
in, 154, 283-4, 290-3, 296-302; and
goonda raj (Hindi: gangster rule),
155, 290-1; and Mayawati’s rule, front
cover, 1, 284, 296-7, 299, 300-1; and
the rule of the Yadavs, 284-302; and
the ‘second democratic upsurge’,
285, 296

Valaiyars, 26, 80-103

value(s), 9; Brahminical, 172; capitalist, 14,
128-9, 366-8, 372-3; of connectedness,
22, 374, 391-2; democratic, 14,
28-30, 33, 127-32, 172-5, 217, 276; in
elections, 16, 22, 147-50, 152-3, 155,
160-74, 205, 217-33, 235-0; of efficacy
(see ‘efficacy’); of generosity, 9-11, 13,
18-22, 48, 235, 237-8, 273; of goodness,
217; hierarchical, x—xi, 2, 5-6, 8-9, 14,
30, 34-5, 172-4; and ‘indexical density’,
90-1; individualist, 2, 14, 22, 128-9,
367, 373, 390; market, 128; neoliberal,
xi, 2-7, 28-9, 366-9, 372, 384, 388-93;
of patronage, x-xi, 4-8, 12-3, 18-30,
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