
Index

ababhali (writers), 129
abapathi celibate women, 234, 235,

240
accountants, 319–20; women

preferred as, 240
Acts of the Apostles, 76, 201
‘Acts of the Nazarites’, 201, 203,

210
Adams College, 191, 192, 223. See

also Amanzimtoti Institute
African Baptist Church, 101
African Christianity, 2, 9, 23, 34–42,

73, 217, 298; compartmentalization
of, 11; fear of, 318 (for subversive
potential, 299); seen as primarily
oral, 24; views about women,
228–9

African Congregational Church, 148,
174, 193, 303

African Ministers’ Independent
Churches Association, 345

African National Congress (ANC),
21, 336, 337–8, 339, 340, 342;
denounces Johannes Shembe, 324;
unbanning of, 276

African nationalism, 6
African Renaissance, 339, 342;

rhetoric of, 22
agriculture: as metaphor, 143;

subsistence cropping, 130
alcohol: consumption of, 225, 293;

drunken fights, 280; rejection of,
86, 89, 102, 222, 264

alcoholism, of Solomon kaDinunzulu,
267–8

ama14 meetings, 238

amabutho spirits, 155
amadlozi ancestral spirits, 116–17
amadokodo houses for chiefs, 19–20,

272
Amafepenzanas spirits, 226
amaGoso wedding leaders, 287
amakholwa (believers), 11, 12, 16,

18–19, 20, 27, 28, 62, 64–73, 88,
110, 116, 117, 120, 124, 127–8,
129, 130, 133, 146, 172, 173, 180,
182, 244; as owning class, 66; as
readers of the Bible, 72; criticism
of, 107, 116; known as the
educated ones, 67; role of, 68
(literary role of, 69)

amakhosazana (princesses), 231, 235,
247, 283

amandiki spirits, 155
Amanzimtoti Institute, 128
amaVoluntiya volunteers, 223
American Board Mission (ABM), 70,

72, 95, 102, 103, 110, 128, 132,
165, 172, 216–17

American Board of (Congregationalist
Foreign) Missions, 16, 148

American Methodist church,
10

American Zulu Church, 221
American Zulu Mission (AZM), 16,

17, 19, 56, 71, 73–4, 123, 218,
221–2, 223, 224, 225, 227, 228,
230, 248

American Zulu Mission Church,
172

American Hephzibah Faith
Missionary Association, 226
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ancestors, 120, 154; cult of, 37, 39,
150, 170 (recast into Christian
duty, 118); possession by, 151, 153;
respect for, 90, 117 (declining,
116–17); sacrifices to, 117

Anderson, Benedict, 27
Anglican church, 3, 94, 95, 265
annual meetings of churches, 105,

160, 253–4, 278, 290. See also
pilgrimage

apartheid, 20–1, 274, 297, 306, 339;
and preservation of Zulu identity,
273; created conditions for strong
churches, 345; Nazaretha Church’s
relationship with, 294; tactics of
African clergymen regarding, 298

Apostolic church, 10, 17, 19, 25,
62–3, 86, 94, 97, 100–1, 107, 137,
153, 174, 175, 221, 230, 259–60,
302, 322

Apostolic Faith, 78
Apostolic Faith Mission (AFM), 3,

77, 79, 80, 86, 87, 89, 99
authenticity, 8
Azusa Street congregation, Los

Angeles, 77–8, 81

Banda, a convert, 223
Bantu Education Act (1953), 324,

333
Bantu Federation of Churches, 319
Bantu Self-Government Act (1959),

274
Bantu United Ministers’ Association,

307, 345
Bantu World, 67, 68
bantustans, 274
baptism, 7, 106, 117, 122; by

immersion, 96, 99, 101–2; by Isaiah
Shembe, 207

baptismal names, choice of, 97
Baptist church, 96, 100, 102, 103,

117
Barber, Karin, 27, 125, 279
Bartleman, Frank, Azusa Street, 222
Basutoland, 316
‘Battle Hymn of the Republic’, 103

beadwork, use of, in church dress, 275
beards: not to be shaved, 101, 203;

shaving of, 293
Beauty, a Nazaretha women, 194, 243
Becken, Hans-Jurgen, 32, 38–9, 42–5,

46, 47, 48, 59, 60, 120, 316, 328,
331, 335; publication of church
stories, 50–1; visit to Mount
Nhlangakazi, 48

Berglund, Axel-Ivar, 55
Bethesda Zion Apostolic Church of

South Africa, 87
Bhengu, Khesani, 236, 243
Bhengu, Peter, 99
Bible, 55–6, 202–3, 212, 259; as a

book for all, 81; as compass, 87; as
esoteric text, 72, 107; as God-given
manual, 12; as historical archive,
72; as ongoing act, 61; as open
book, 62, 63, 74–90, 352; as
pedagogical tool, 95; as script for
everyday life, 76–8, 149, 350; as
talismanic object, 92; as telescope,
71, 72; as voice, 95; copied by
hand, 62; dangers of populist
readings of, 74; disputed readings
of, 1; dissenting claims about,
89–90; generativity of, 64; Gospel
texts used as primers, 67; healing
practices derived from, 155–6;
Hebrew, 344; historical, 65–74; in
Zulu language, 70, 72, 95;
independent exegesis of, 86;
learned through aural methods, 82;
liberated, 64; memorization of, 82,
90; methods of reading, 101; not to
be read by untrained intellects, 73;
of Nazaretha Church, 188; personal
ownership of, 73–4, 105;
prescriptive of correct behaviour,
87–8; readings of, 132 (as source
for Black history, 71–2); literal
readings of, 76–8, 84, 89, 101, 159,
221); role of, in Nazaretha Church,
2–3; supplies grammar of healing,
83; teaching of, 83; translation of,
70–1 (into Zulu language, 176);
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writing of, 185–215. See also New
Testament and Old Testament

biblical spectacles, 148–84
biographical texts, role of, in shaping

communities, 258
Biyela, Nkombisi, 262
Black Theology, 42
Blyden, Edward, 68
Boers, 75, 268
Bonginkhosi, Chief, 329
Book of Judges, 237
‘Book of Life’, 138–40
Book of Numbers, 188
‘Book of the Birth of the Prophet’,

198, 201–2, 203
bookkeeping, poor, punishment for,

134
books, printing of, 69–70
Botha, P. W., welcomed to ZCC

service, 323
Bourdieu, Pierre, 23
Brandel-Syrier, Mia, 230
breakage, idioms of, 11–12
breasts, showing of, 34
Breckenridge, Keith, 110, 129
bridewealth (lobola), 111–12, 255;

offered by Isaiah Shembe to
parents, 244

British in Africa, 13–14
Bryant, Daniel, 82, 84, 98
Buganda, 218
Bulhoek Massacre, 74, 301, 302, 312
Buthelezi, Chief Mangosuthu, 21,

274, 276, 277, 338
Buthelezi, Wellington, 17

canon, uses of, 212–15
canonicity of texts, 205
Cekwane, Frederick, 190
Cekwane, Timothy, 159, 190
celibacy, 134, 231, 237, 239, 242, 255
census, national, 67
Cetshwayo, King, 268
Chamba poetic texts, 280
Champion, George, 16, 176, 317
charismatic authority, 30, 186, 187–8,

190, 194, 210, 346, 350, 352

Charismatic churches, 9, 10
chastity, until marriage, 275
chiefly meetings, 283, 284
chiefly power, erosion of, 258, 263,

281
chiefs, 21, 67; above church

discipline, 294; become church
functionaries, 273; ceremonial
greeting of, 272–3; code of respect
for, 271; conversion of, 278,
256–94 (of Qwabe chiefs, 285;
together with subjects, 262);
criticism of, 339; ‘defeated’ by
Isaiah Shembe, 278, 284, 288;
divine appointment of, 257, 270–7,
289; like gods, 293; peacekeeping
role of, 277; preaching performance
of, 292; relation to Nazaretha
Church, 277–84; view Isaiah
Shembe as disruptive force, 308;
wives of, special standing of, 273

Chilembwe, John, 299
Chiliza, Job, 87
Chlomo, H. I. E., 68
Christian Apostolic Church in Zion of

South Africa, 87, 99
Christian Catholic Apostolic Holy

Spirit Church in Zion, 87
Christian Catholic Apostolic Church

in Zion, 75–8, 99, 100, 307, 308,
325

Christian Catholic Church in Zion,
303

Christian Church of South Africa,
295

Christian Industrial School see
Ohlange School

Christian Scientists, 175
Christianity: ingredient in establishing

sub-national identities, 257; of
missions, scepticism about, 122

Church history: role of, 44; universal,
42–51

Church of Jesus Christ on the Earth
by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu,
23, 36

Church of the Light, 190
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Church of the Nazaretha: alliance
with chiefly power, 257; and Zulu
patriotism, 13–23; annual meetings
of, 253–4; apolitical ethos of, 21,
277, 297; as bearer of pan-African
tradition, 22; as church of the
unschooled, 25; as compliant
institution, 21; as home of the
disenfranchised, 259; as place of
community power disputes, 29–30;
attitude to state, 29; authorised
traditions of, 350; canon of, 201–6;
catechism of, 202–4, 214; Deed of
Trust, 193, 318, 319; desire for
international platform, 32;
expansion of, tolerated by
authorities, 321; finances of, 183–4;
founding of, 4; founding of temples,
18–19; genealogical accounts of,
30; literary collaborations in,
32–61; loyalty to the state, 295;
membership estimates of, 200,
336–7; moral disciplines of, 264;
new scriptural orthodoxy of, 188;
originally Nazareth Baptist Church,
102; police surveillance of, 315;
post-Christian nature of, 50;
presented as spectacle, 160;
Protestant heritage of, 4; relation
with Zionist movement, 98;
relations with governing party, 343;
schisms in, 137; seen as not posing
threat to law and order, 320–1;
sensitive to criticism, 58; splits in
church, 21, 47, 54, 190, 205, 344,
346, 347, 349, 350–1; state
recognition of, 296; traditionalism
of, 343; viewed as miraculous letter,
146; wealth of, 346

Church of the Nazareth Ecclesiastical
Endowment Trust, 346

church-state relations, 295–335
churches: building of, 317

(permission for, 301, 303, 306,
323); illegally built, pressure to
demolish, 317

Ciliza, Edith, 135, 198, 203–4

circumcision, of adult church
members, 103

cleanliness, ethic of, 264
cloth, used in miracles, 165–6
Coka, Gilbert, 125
Comaroff, Jean, 23, 149, 297
concertinas, rejection of, 222
confession of sins, 225
Congregational church, 3, 103, 229,

247, 252. See also Zulu
Congregational Church

conversion and converts, 120, 121,
133, 148, 155, 158, 218, 222, 223;
accounting of converts, 318;
conversions achieved by Isaiah
Shembe, 248–9; stories of, 285–9;
theorization of, 6. See also chiefs,
conversion of

Cope, Trevor, 279–80
copybooks of scribes, 133. See also

hand-written texts
crafts, traditional, promoted by Isaiah

Shembe, 233
creativity and agency of Africans, 9,

11, 12
cyclostyle, use of, 198–9
Cyprian, King, 276

Dambuza, Jan, 114–15
dance, 179; sacred, 7, 15, 22, 38, 41,

118–20, 145–6, 160, 161, 162, 237,
260, 273–4, 275, 283, 341
(cultivation of skills by women,
245–7; dress for, 204; requires
internal preparation, 120); Zulu,
120. See also quivering during
dancing

Daneel, Martinus, 187
David, King, 270–1
Deed of Trust see Church of the

Nazaretha, Deed of Trust
Department of Bantu Administration

and Development (BAD), 295,
307, 323, 326

Dhlomo, H. I. E., 69
Dhlomo, Petros, 33, 51, 52, 59–60,

114, 115, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133,
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135, 139, 141, 143, 145, 146, 167,
173, 175, 207, 209, 227, 236, 244,
248, 249, 310, 315, 317, 330;
appointed as church archivist, 198;
archive activities of, 47–8, 184,
185–6, 247, 254, 270, 277, 285,
287, 332, 348; as scribe of Isaiah
Shembe, 130; centralization of
texts, 206–12; collection of
izindaba, 282; defines criteria of
canonicity, 205; description of
scribing work, 134, 135; forced to
abandon archive, 330; organization
of Nazaretha Church texts, 20, 201;
part-destruction of archive, 331;
photocopied catechisms of, 54–5;
regulation of tape-recording
technology, 214–15; translation of
stories of, 49

Dhlomo, R. R. R., 221
diaries, writing of, 33, 52
diet, 124; Biblical, adoption of, 102;

of Nazaretha members, 28
Dillon-Malone, Clive, 186
Dimba, Bishop, 319
Dinuzulu, King, 75
divination, 152, 155; techniques of,

Zulu, 148
divine appointment, stories of,

189–90
diviners, 151, 167; fees of, 153, 155;

female, 220, 227, 243; possessed by
whistling spirits, 153; training of,
152–3

Dladla, a praise poet, 281
Dladla, from Ntanda Temple, agrees

to vaccination, 171–2
Dlamini, Paulina, 224, 244
doctors, renunciation of, 75–6
dogs, keeping of, 293
domestic servants, ban on women

church members’ employment as,
234

domesticity: women abstracted from,
263; women reluctant to break
with, 250; women’s break with,
249

Dowie, John Alexander, 75–8, 79, 82,
86, 99, 156, 221; recast as Elijah
the Restorer, 76

dress, 14, 15, 20, 28, 123, 124, 170,
173, 204; Biblical, emulation of,
103; cow-hide loin cloth, 122; for
sacred dance, 204 (grass
cummerbund, 275); Isaiah
Shembe’s attitude to, 121–2;
traditional, 15, 21, 22, 34, 39, 275,
341 (in marriages, 273; Zulu, 273);
use of beadwork in, 275; wearing of
white garments, 85–6, 103, 213,
233, 245, 338; women forbidden to
wear trousers, 291. See also kilts,
Scottish

drought, 111, 129–30; reputedly
summoned by Isaiah Shembe, 256

drugs, renunciation of, 75–6
Dube, James, 56
Dube, John, 16, 68, 69, 101, 103,

128, 160, 164, 166, 168, 181, 186,
191, 192, 205, 221, 227, 238, 244,
260, 266–7, 343; biographer of
Isaiah Shembe, 34, 56, 182, 202;
description of birth of Isaiah
Shembe, 208; Ushembe, 182–3

Dube, Chief Magemegeme, 269, 271,
283

Durban, 260; Isaiah Shembe’s shift of
ministry to, 101

Dutch Reformed Church, 40, 75, 79,
80, 84, 91, 94

DVD recordings, use of, 178

ears, piercing of, 103, 173
Ebuhleni branch of church, 59, 276,

337, 345, 346, 348; growth of, 335;
recognised as heritage landmark
site, 341; recreation of Dhlomo
archive at, 331

ecumenicism, in Nazaretha Church,
32–61. See also Lutheran church

Edendale settlement, 18, 55, 129
editing: editorial techniques on texts,

196–201; of Isaiah Shembe’s texts,
206–12
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editors, Western, motives of, 34
education, 62, 91, 257; criticism of,

106; in Zionist movement, 82;
increasing school enrolment, 333;
of Nazaretha Church members, 48,
53; organization of classrooms, 125;
qualifications required of ministers,
302, 303; schooling seen as threat,
124; schools (building of, 95, 269
(permission for, 301); in Natal, 67;
subject to government scrutiny,
300); valuing of, 66–7; vocational,
127. See also mission schools and
Zion schools

Edwin Mellen Press, 32; publication
of Nazaretha Church texts, 51, 206,
348

Ekuphakameni (‘The Elevated
Place’), 14, 17, 21, 32, 34, 40, 48,
56, 57, 59, 103, 108, 110, 111,
114, 118, 122, 132, 135, 138, 141,
146, 158, 160, 174, 180, 181, 183,
191, 231, 232, 243, 246, 248, 249,
251, 259, 260, 261, 263, 270, 274,
276, 285, 346, 349; annual
meetings, 14, 19, 53, 192 (banned
in 1976, 329); archive of church
documents at, 198; armed fights in,
327; as celestial city, 139; as
self-sufficient community, 15;
detailed state inquiry into, 313;
divided by court ruling, 329; gate
for chiefly converts, 272; healing
service at, 165; heritage landmark
site, 343; naming of settlement,
102; police report on, 238; purge of
church, 194–5; recognised as
heritage landmark site, 341;
rumours of human sacrifices at,
175; school at, 127; threatened with
potential expropriation, 314;
vaccination of residents of, 309;
white visitors to, 160–1

elders, 220; loss of control over young
people, 112; Zulu patriarchs,
relations with Isaiah Shembe,
110–24; Church, 255; relations

with young people, 107; respect for,
112–14, 116 (among young people,
119, 218)

Elinda Temple, 18, 19, 253, 261, 276;
destruction of, 264

Emathunzini, place of the ancestors,
150

Emikayideni Temple, 262
Empangeni Temple, 262
Emzimoya Temple, 283, 289
English language, 125
Enhlanhleni Temple, 18
Ethiopia, 3
Ethiopian Catholic Church in South

Africa, 307
Ethiopian Catholic Church in Zion,

295, 305
ethnicity, 12, 22
evangelicalism, 17, 22, 26, 61, 63,

218, 336
evangelism, imperative of, 3
evictions of Africans from white

farmlands, 18, 19, 130
Ezazi Temple, 19

faith healing see healing
Fardon, Richard, 280
farms, purchase of: by Nazaretha

Church, 17, 53, 169, 236, 266; by
Zion congregations, 81

father-to-son inheritance see
inheritance, father-to-son

Faye, Carl, 91, 92, 93, 100, 102, 121,
184

Fernandez, James, 23, 186, 297
finances, of Nazaretha Church,

319–20
fires, not to be lit on Sabbath,

291
Fort Hare university, 128
Fulela, Ephraim, 232
Fuze, Magema, 69, 70, 71, 220–1,

227

Gaba, Ntsikana, 103
Gaitskell, Deborah, 224, 225
Gandhi, Mahatma, 343
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Gauteng, church branches in, 22,
344

generational authority, 124–35. See
also elders

gerontocracy, 111
Ghana, independent churches in,

46–7
Gibisila Temple, 262
Ginyezinye branch of church, 344,

345, 346
girls, instructed in domestic science,

229
Gluckman, Max, 150
gonorrhea, woman afflicted with,

157
Gospel Temple, 19
Grabe, Coenraad, 90–1, 92
Groutville, fight in, 172–3
Gumede, Fakazi, 211–12
Gumede, Mavuthwa, 262
Gunner, Elizabeth, 24–5, 29, 57,

58, 97, 109, 182, 211, 248, 281,
337

Hadebe, Meshack, 169, 173, 174,
178, 180, 246; testimony of, 185–6,
192, 201, 203–4, 210, 332; vision
of Isaiah Shembe, 179; notebooks
of, 211

Hadebe, Nyateya, 121
hagiographies: of Nazaretha Church,

28; of Amos Shembe, 335
hand-written texts, 52, 196, 197, 210,

215; laborious nature of, 200;
collection of, 214

Harding, Susan, 64
Harries, Patrick, 12
Harrismith, 91, 93–101; hub of Zion

evangelism, 98–9
Hastings, Adrian, 8, 186
healing, 3, 7, 20, 75, 77, 78, 83–4,

124, 133–4, 160, 163–72, 179, 182,
183, 232, 236, 283, 287, 288; in
Zionist movement, 149; of female
disorder, 165; performance of,
14–15, 148–84; powers of Jesus
Christ, 156; practitioners of, 169;

techniques of, 150–9; testimony to,
183

heroic reputations, crafting of, 216–55
Hexham, Irving, 32–3, 50, 53, 206,

330, 330–1, 333; publication of
Isaiah Shembe’s hymns, 60

Hexham and Oosthuizen archive, 57,
59

Hezmalhaich, Thomas, 80
Higher Criticism, 73, 76, 88
Higher-Life churches, 3
Highland troops, entry into

Harrismith, 93
HIV/AIDS epidemic, 339, 342;

traditional sexual values invoked,
340

Hlatshwayo, Benjamin, 193
Hlatshwayo, Meshack, 306
Hlongwa, Reverend, 188
Hlophe, Julia, 135
Holiness church, 3, 17, 62–4, 78, 79,

170, 221, 222, 226, 248
Holy Catholic Apostolic Church in

Zion, 306
Holy Spirit, 17, 29, 54, 71, 73, 77,

154, 164, 169, 189, 190, 194, 223,
226, 336, 347; charismatic gifts of,
30; imparts powers of healing, 158;
imparts powers of divination, 155;
makes individuals ill, 154;
possession by, 63; swallowing flower
of, 208, 332

homelands, 21. See also bantustans
honour: household, 218; in Zulu

culture, 218, 219, 231; male
notions of, 220

Houle, Robert, 73
Hoye, an imbongi, 281
hygiene, of church congregations,

161
hymnals, 71; for communal use, 213;

Methodist, 118; of Nazaretha
Church, 24, 32, 103, 108, 162,
197, 212–13, 248 (dissemination
of, 198); plan for Xhosa version of,
339; reprints of, 200–1); used as
talismans, 213–14
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hymns: copying of, 135; of Isaiah
Shembe, 103–5, 108, 118, 119,
132, 161–2, 197 (dictation of, 131);
Hymn 200; writingdown of, 131;
Johannes Shembe’s edition of, 209;
publication of, 60–1); of Johannes
Shembe, 197, 209–10; of Nazaretha
Church, broadcast on radio, 162;
publication of, 52; singing of, 119;
writing of, 52

hysteria, 148; religious, 243

i14 meetings, 247
i25 meetings, 247
Ibandla lama Nazaretha see Nazaretha

Church
ibeshu animal-skin apron, 173, 340
iduku scarf, 166
Ilanga lase Natal newspaper, 68, 69,

73, 74, 337
illiteracy, 68, 81–2, 101, 105, 108; of

Nazaretha Church community, 51.
See also literacy

illness, beliefs about, 150–1, 152, 154
imbomu horn, 344
imbongi praise poets, 278, 281, 284,

291
imiNazaretha white surplices, 14, 213,

233
imithandazo prayers, 103
imNazaretha prayer gown, 213
impepho herb, burning of, 39
Inanda Girls’ Seminary, 129, 223,

227, 238
Inanda Valley, 14, 15–16, 21, 343
incwadi (letter, book), 136, 213
independence of African countries, 3,

5
Independent churches, 8, 13, 23, 29,

35, 36–7, 42–3, 47, 86, 188, 302;
as bastions of traditional religion,
3–10; beneficial for social cohesion,
41; definition of, 5; fears of
subversive potential of, 301; in
Ghana, 46–7; practices of
priestcraft in, 30; prone to schism,
29; splits in, 299; state toleration of,
322

indigeneity, 8

indigenisation, of the Western church,
38

Industrial and Commercial Workers’
Union (ICU), 16, 86, 123, 176,
263; supporters reportedly ejected
from Ekuphakame, 272

inheritance, father-to-son, 188,
327–8, 347

inheritance laws, 347. See also Zulu
inheritance law

Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), 21,
274, 276, 277, 338, 339

Inkatha institution, 260–1, 274
inkhosazana, 231, 237, 252
inkhosikazi, 239, 249
intellectuals, African, 26
International Association of Mission

Studies, 46
International Brethren Church in

Zion of Swaziland, 88
Internet, use of, 348, 350
Isaak, Benjamin, 191
Isaak, Stanley, 191
isibongo, 221
isidwaba hide skirts, 122, 273
isigekle song, 118
isigubhu drum, 119
isililo wailing, 227, 229
isivivane stone cairns, 39
Israel, a young man, 98
Israelites, 74
itinerant preaching, 73, 222, 226;

entails walking, 235; of women,
224, 245, 252. See also Shembe,
Isaiah, itinerant preaching of

izangoma diviners, 151, 341
izeluleko counsels, 202
izibongo praise poetry, 220, 227, 279,

282
izihlabelelo song, 105, 118, 135;

songbook of, 197
izihlangano annual meetings, 160
izindaba story traditions, 32, 33, 44–5,

49, 50, 52, 147, 177–84, 205, 206,
212, 254, 270, 282–3, 336, 347–8,
350; as latter-day Bible, 55–6;
destroyed during violence, 59; lack
of dating of texts, 53; publication
of, 56, 57; purpose of, 54
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izinduna headman, 263
izinhlangano meetings, 247, 253
iziyanga diviners, 151

Jama, Chief, 279–80
James, Justice, 327, 329
Javabu, D. D. T., 125, 173
Javabu, John T., 73, 74, 173
Jephthah’s daughter, story of, 237,

245
Jesus Christ, 55, 60, 159, 161, 203,

206, 207, 211, 232, 251; as healer,
156, 164, 166, 183; birth narrative
of, 208; dress of, 163; imitation of,
148–84; passim; relations with
religious elites, 106; role of, 42, 43,
54

Johannesburg, 20
Jokini, Samariah, 181
Journal of Religion in Africa, 9
Judaism, 55, 344
Judea Temple, 262, 283, 315, 317
Junod, Henri-Alexandre, 125

kaDinuzulu, Chief Solomon, 16, 18,
260–1, 264, 267–8, 270–1, 281

Kathi, Melanie, 248, 249
Khambule, George, 159, 189, 264
Khawula, Yengweni, 19, 110
Khula, Amos, 192–3
Khumalo, Vukile, 135
Khuzwayo, a minister, 216, 292
kilts, Scottish, 93, 118
Kimbangu, Simon, church of see

Church of Jesus Christ on the Earth
by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu

Konigkramer, Arthur, 330
kraal-splitting, 89
Kuzwayo, Mbiya, 222
KwaZulu, 274, 293, 338–9; warlord

culture in, 276
KwaZulu-Natal, 22, 341

la Hausse de Lalouvière, Paul, 11
labour migration see migrant labour
Lake, John G., 80, 81, 84, 86, 99
Lamula, Petros, 69, 70, 71–2, 221
land: access to, 75, 293; customary

ownership of, 290; given to Isaiah

Shembe, 262; given to Johannes
Shembe, 262; purchased by
Nazaretha Church, 18, 321;
scarcity of, 18, 280, 286

Landau, Paul, 257
Langalibalele, Chief, 13
Le Roux, Mrs, 84, 91
Le Roux, Pieter, 79–83, 85–8, 88, 91,

98
Lea, Allen, 34–5
leavened bread, not to be eaten on

Sabbath, 102
Leaves of Healing, 78, 79, 80, 156, 178
Lediga, Reverend, 38
Lekganyane, Engenas, 19, 89, 158,

190
leopard skins, illegal procurement of,

341
Leshega, William Mathebule, 87,

96–7, 99, 100, 101, 102, 164
letters: as important text genre, 110;

dance as letter writing, 145–6;
disciplinary function of, 141–3;
from father to son, 143–4; golden
letters, 143, 144; of Isaiah Shembe
(as talismanic objects, 145;
circulation of, 143; to
congregations, 136); of migrant
labourers, 144; of St Paul, 136;
written via scribes, 132

Letwaba, Elias, 81, 83–4, 98
libraries, establishment of, 126
lightning strikes, threat of, 153
Lindelihle, grandson of Chief

Zimema, 293
listening: as spiritual discipline,

142–3; to tape recordings, 215
literacy, 23–6, 67–8, 108–47; passim,

213, 334; as divine phenomenon,
96; elders’ ambivalence about, 108;
fear of alienating effects of, 136,
145; harnessing of, 128–9; mutual
teaching of, 94; of Isaiah Shembe,
91; power of, 139; shapes church’s
stance towards state, 298; viewed as
anti-social force, 130. See also
illiteracy

locust plague, 66
‘love letter’ beads, 275
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Lugg, Commissioner, 193
Luphuthi, Saul, 96, 100, 101, 164
Luther, Martin, 88
Lutheran church, 35, 37, 44, 54,

59–60
Lutheran World Federation, 37
Luthuli, Bertina, 236
Luthuli, Fred, 84
Luthuli, Nkuku, 192
Luthuli, Wellington, 169–70
Lutungo, Elijah, 81
luxurious life style of church leaders,

351

Mabilitsa, Paul, 87, 99
Mabuyakhulu, John, 270
MaDhlomo, 131, 174, 213, 216, 235,

239, 246, 248, 250, 252, 284
Madonsela, Babili, 332
MaDuma, Umpathi, 341
Maduna, Reverend, 304
Magwaza, Sangiwe, 129, 134
Mahlangu, Elias, 79, 89, 100,

307–8
Mahon, Edgar, 80, 81, 86, 98, 99
Makhoba, Alpheus, 341
MaKoaba, mother of Londa Shembe,

328
Malema, Julius, 342
Mandela, Nelson, at funeral of Amos

Shembe, 338
Mandlakayise, Chief, 270
MaNgubane, mother of Chief

Simakade, 286, 287
Manqamu, Chief, 284
Manyano organizations, 229–30
Maphumulo, Lazarus, 129, 131, 133,

205, 243; notebooks of, 197, 198
Maphumulo, Zintombi, 244, 252
Mapumulo theological college, 44
Marks, Shula, 228
marriage: declining rates of, 111–12;

of male warriors, 219; permission
for ministers to officiate at, 235,
296, 300, 301, 304, 323; traditional
dress at weddings, 273; unwanted,
66; white weddings, 229

martial idioms of Zulu culture,
219–20

martyrdom, 313; avoidance of, 296,
299–300

Mary, mother of Jesus, 177; virginal
conception of, 208

Masekeni, Chief, 312
MaShezi, a diviner, 227–8, 227
MaSibisi, a female church member,

234–5
Masinga, Themba, 283, 334
Masowe, Johana, 10
Masuka, David, 187
Mate, Reverend, 102
Mathonsi people, 164
Matthew, Gospel of, 166; translation

of, 70
Mavuthwa, son of Chief Meseni,

117
Maxwell, David, 10
Mbambo, Gertie, 110, 172, 249
Mbatha, Hornet, 193, 195
Mbeki, Thabo, 339; response to

HIV/AIDS epidemic, 339; visitor to
church services, 338

Mbonambi, Ezra, 100, 137
Mbonambi, Manqamu, 270–1, 291
Mbuyazi, Prince, 268
Mchunu, Bongi, 239, 241
Mchunu, Chief Mfungwela, 332–3
Mchunu, Chief Pewula, 273
Mchunu people, 286–7, 289; land

claims of, 290
Mchunu rulers, 285–6
Mdlalose, E., 87, 260
Mdlalose, Khathazile, 236
Mdluli, Nongilishi, 134, 135, 235
medicine: fines for use of, 171;

rejection of, 85, 89, 156–7, 158,
170, 171, 222, 156–7, 287–8

Medium Catholic Apostolic Church,
189

Melika, a woman, 157
Memela notebook, 214
Merriman, John, 299
Meseni, Chief, 117
Messiah, 159, 161, 164, 172
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Methodist church, 2, 3, 14, 17, 96,
100, 101, 102, 103, 117, 164, 221,
224, 229, 249

Mfene, Chief, 262
Mghabhi, Edith, 225–6
Mgijima, Enoch, 74, 301
Mgubane, Philip, 141
Mguni, Aaron, 106, 320
Mhlongo, Bangizwe, 140
Mhlongo, Kekana, 240, 241, 248–9,

249–50
middle class, 22, 69
migrant labour, 20, 109, 130, 198,

223; effects of, 146, 280; in mines,
111–12; suspicions regarding, 114,
116

migration, 287; seen as threat, 126; to
cities, 228. See also mobility

mining industry, 93, 280, 287
miracles, 187, 230, 335; as

evidentiary, 167; of Amos Shembe,
332; of Isaiah Shembe, 32, 56, 145,
149, 159, 163–72, 180–1, 184, 211,
215, 231, 247, 254, 282, 283, 351
(recording of, 201); refusal of
payment for, 168); of Johannes
Shembe, 287; of Mduduzi Shembe,
345, 348; of Shembe dynasty, 28

Missiological Institute of Lutheran
Theological College, 38, 41, 42, 48

mission schools, 17, 65, 109, 126,
146–7; architecture of, 125; Isaiah
Shembe warns against, 126–8

missionaries, 3, 34–42, 58, 73, 99,
117, 124, 221–2, 225, 266, 269,
299, 302, 307, 308, 316, 336;
European, hostility towards, 116; in
Zimbabwe, 27; liberal Protestant,
46; Pentecostal, 77; role of, 43, 47

missions, studies of, 9
Mjwara, Aaron, 190
Mkhwanazi, Chief, 256
Mlangeni, Johannes, 102, 140–1,

183–4, 309; letters written to, 141
Mngoma, Simon, 140, 142, 175, 180,

193, 306
Mngomezulu, Ellen, 209, 235, 250–2

Mnqayi, Petros, 137, 140, 141, 142,
332, 346; healing of, 133–4; letters
written to, 143

Mntungwa, Linah, 235, 251
mobility: of converts on pilgrimage,

265; of women (associated with
disobedience, 244–5; controlled by
patriarchs, 228; shakes patriarchal
control, 240). See also travel, of
women

Molife, Isaac, 264
Mooigelegen Zion settlement, 99
Moroane, Bishop, 89
Moroka, Samuel, 257
Moses, 55, 189, 207, 209, 323;

covenant of, 105; staff of, 97
Moshanyana, Bishop, 188
Motaung, Edward, 89
Moteka, Isaiah, 303
motherhood, instruction in, 229
Mozambique, church expansion in, 20
Mpande, King, 268
Mpanza, Lindiwe, 232, 237–8
Mpanza, Mthembeni, 57, 58, 231,

237, 334, 345, 349, 351–2;
hagiography of Isaiah Shembe, 334

Mthembeni, Selina, 122
Mpungose, Bhekinhlanhla, 205
Mpuza Temple, 203
Mqedi, Chief, 265
Msebenzie, Chief, 240, 242, 264,

265, 269
Mshiyeni, Chief, 266
Msibi, Titus, 88
Msinga district, 129–30, 137, 214,

285, 290; ‘reign of terror’ in, 286
Mthembu, Enoch, 337, 340, 341,

342, 343–4
Mthethwa, Bongani, 118, 119
Mthethwa, Joseph, 128
Mthiyane, Azariah, 284, 291
Mtshali, associate of MaDhlomo, 131
Mtungwa, Linah, 102, 236
Mtunzini Temple, 262
Muller, Carol, 217, 231, 238; Rituals

of Fertility and the Sacrifice of Desire,
7
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Murray, Andrew, 79, 91, 98
Murray, Brett, 342
Muzocitwayo, Chief, 286
Mvenlinqangi (First Ancestor), 72
Mwamande, Christian, 175
Myeni, Sonius, 179
Mzazela, grandfather of Isaiah

Shembe, 267
Mzimela, Chief Ntshidi, 269–70
Mzimela, Phemba, 284
Mzobe, Amos, 137, 332
Mzonjani, Chief, 276, 293, 331
Mzuza, Paul, 176

N.A. 115; application form, 302,
318

nainsook white head covering, 233,
234

Natal, 2, 4, 12, 14, 18, 20, 28, 33, 66,
67, 137, 169, 219, 222, 257, 262,
263, 264, 269, 276, 278

Natal Mercury, 182
Natal Native Teachers’ Journal, 274
Natal Zululand, 4
National Swazi Native Apostolic

Church of South Africa, 260
Native Administration Act (1927),

263
Native Affairs Commission report,

300
Native Affairs Department (NAD),

123, 145, 269–70, 286, 295, 299,
300, 302, 303, 304, 306, 312;
criteria for ecclesial recognition,
296

Native Churches Commission, 301
Native Code (1932), 191
Native Free Baptist Congregational

Church, 96
Natives’ Land Act (1913) (South

Africa), 111
nativism, 8
Nazaretha Church see Church of the

Nazaretha
Ncome, Battle of, 268
Ndebele, S’bu, 338
Ndlovu, Absolom, 174

Ndlovu, Prophet, 154
Ndwedwe district, 262; preaching in,

248; smallpox epidemic in, 310
Ndziba, L. L., 307
Nelisiwe Temple, 262
new media, use of, 63
New Nazareth Baptist Church, 345,

349, 351
New Testament, 1, 34, 45, 83, 95,

149, 169, 203, 207; published in
Zulu language, 71

Ngema, Ephraim, 307, 325–7
Ngidi, Qambelabantu, 175
Ngobese, Joel (of Wakkerstrom), 81,

82
Ngongolo, Battle of, 287
Ngqayizivele, church in, 193
Ngqulunga, associate of MaDhlomo,

131
Ngubane, Harriet, 153
Ngubane, a minister, 142
Nguni people, descent of, 71
Ngwenya, Nontshwalana, 121, 191,

334
Nhlangakazi, Mount, 19, 48, 105,

137, 207, 250, 265, 267, 310;
annual pilgrimage to, 53, 164, 178,
193, 214, 246 (accompanied by
police, 345); recognised as heritage
landmark site, 341

Nhlanzi, Ziba, 135
Nkonyane, Daniel, 79, 81, 82, 84, 85,

87, 88, 98, 187
Nkonyane, Henry, 187
Nkonyane, Stephen, 187
Nomantshali, step-mother of King

Cetshwayo, 268
Ntambamhlophe Temple, 333
Ntanda farm property, 236–7
Ntanda Temple, annual meeting at,

237, 245
Nteo, A. M. S., 295, 304, 305
Ntshaba, associate of MaDhlomo, 131
Ntshidi, Chief, 293, 317
Ntuli, Pitika, 342
Nyaweni, associate of MaDhlomo,

131
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Nzuza, Paulos, 159, 187; ‘Book of
Prophecies’, 189

Nzuzu, Petro, 187

Ohlange School, 127, 128
Old Testament, 1, 71, 95, 97, 160,

177, 180, 188, 202, 203, 259, 309,
344

Oosthuizen, Gerhardus Cornelis, 24,
39–42, 49, 53, 59, 149, 328, 335,
337; publication of church stories,
50–1, 206; The Theology of a South
African Messiah, 55, 328. See also
Hexham and Oosthuizen archive

oral history, prone to being forgotten,
70

oral traditions, 45, 47, 51;
writing-down of, 48–9

Orange Free State [Orange River
Colony], 75, 90, 100, 257

oratory: in Nazaretha Church,
256–94; in spiritual battle, 219–30;
of women, to affirm discipline,
247–8

oriki praise poetry, 279
orphans, 237; adopted into Nazaretha

Church, 232; school fees paid by
Nazaretha Church, 128

orthodoxy, creation of, 185–215

Papini, Robert, 275
parables, 139; of Isaiah Shembe, 143,

144–5
parents: children’s respect for, 123;

feel abandoned by daughters, 240–1
Passover event, Isaiah Shembe’s

creation of, 162–3
Patmos Bible School, 83
Patosi, Elizabeth, 225
Pederson, Johannes, 55
Peel, J.D.Y., 27
Pentecostal Apostolic Faith Mission,

87
Pentecostalism, 2, 3, 9–10, 22, 25, 30,

62–4, 77–8, 88, 97, 165, 170, 221,
230, 282; ‘incipient’, 78;
transnational nature of, 10

People of the Book, 23–31
Peterson, Derek, 27
Phakathwayo, Chief, 279
photographs, talismanic power of,

214
piercing of ears see ears, piercing of
pilgrimage, 14, 19–20, 105, 193, 214,

238, 243, 245, 246; elders’
indignation regarding, 242;
permission required for, 265; to
Mount Nhlangakazi, 267;
(accompanied by police, 313; at
time of smallpox outbreak, 310;
permission refused, 321); women’s
dress during, 245

Pilgrims’ Apostolic Sabbath Church
of Christ in Zion, 306

Poewe, Karla, 333
police: accompanying Nhlangakazi

pilgrimage, 313; policeman
murdered in Nongoma, 312;
reports on activities of Isaiah
Shembe, 238; spies, 242
(Johannes’s tolerance of, 315–16)

polygamy, 11, 15, 37, 170, 340, 342,
344; accepted by Nazaretha
Church, 120–1

pork, eating of, 293 (forbidden, 86,
264)

post-Christian, use of term, 55
Potgieter, Bantu Affairs official, 307
praise poems, 220, 258, 293; as part

of state-building work, 278; decline
of, 281; different from izindaba,
282–3; Nguni, 227; obscure
references in, 279–80; regarding
Chief Jama, 279–80; regarding
Chief Macongwane, 288; regarding
Chief Phakathwayo, 279; regarding
Chief Zwide, 279; regarding Isaiah
Shembe, 259, 267, 281; regarding
Johannes Shembe, 282; regarding
Shembe dynasty, 281–2;
performance of, 256

prayers: of Isaaiah Shembe, 234, 259
(publication of, 330–1; Sabbath
Prayer, 268); recording of, 52
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preaching: as means to mobilise local
constituencies, 256; by chiefs,
284–94. See testimonial preaching,
itinerant preaching and sermons

Presbyterianism, 3
Pretorius, Hennie, 48
print technology, used in producing

texts, 196, 199–200
prophecy, 7
prophets: fees of, 155; sending of,

207; Zionist, 156–7; Zulu, 189–90
prostitution, 121
Protestantism, 2, 3, 4, 12, 17, 29,

34–42, 109, 336
Punishment: by divine wrath, 291; for

disobeying moral code of
Nazaretha, 233

Purity: of women, 230; rituals of, 124
Putterill, J.W., 99

Qadi people, 15
Qwabe, Amos, 285

racial egalitarianism, 81, 87
railway travel: concessions for church

ministers, 301; expense of, 138
Ranger, Terence, 5, 10, 27
reading: of texts, 204; ‘room of one’s

own’, 125; solitary, 125–6
reading public, creation of, 200
recognition of churches, official, 261;

pursuit of, 295–335; application
process, 299–308; as surveillance
technique, 302–3; complexity of
procedures, 296

remittances of migrants, 112
resistance to apartheid state, 6, 28,

297
respect for elders see elders, respect for
Revived Law, 238
revivalist preaching, 17, 249;

conventions of, 288
‘Revived Law’, 202, 204
rinderpest epidemic, 66, 112
ritual, 28; embodied, 25
Roberts, Esther, 56, 91, 105, 113,

114, 120, 121, 122, 127, 139, 160,
163, 168, 172, 205, 232, 233, 237

round houses of Nguni people, 125
routinization of Nazaretha Church,

186–7
rupture, idioms of, 11–12, 13

Sabbath: observance of, 102, 291;
prayer for, 113

sacrifices, human, 175
Salvation Army, 80, 94, 118
Satan, 225; renouncing the ways of,

222; spirit of, 174
Saturday, chosen as day of worship,

102
Schapera, Isaac, 144
Schlosser, Katesa, 297
Schmidt, Kurt Dietrich, 44
Schoffeleers, Matthew, 149
scholars, studies of Nazaretha

Church, 32–61
schools see education
scribes, 178, 198; as prestigious

literates, 134–5; female, 134, 135;
payment of, 135; practices of,
136–47; relations with speakers,
131; role of, eroded, 197; use of,
52; young (and generational
authority, 124–35; network of,
108–47)

segregationist legislation, 20
self-help, 22
sermons, 139, 256, 271, 289; as

rhetorical capital, 254; of Chief
Buthelezi, 276; of Isaiah Shembe,
39, 64, 105–6, 114, 115–16, 126–7,
140, 143, 146, 159, 177, 180, 197,
203, 205, 232, 254, 255, 259, 260,
270, 272; of Johannes Shembe,
214, 289, 316–17; of Londa
Shembe, 330; of MaDhlomo, 285,
289; recorded of, 52 (on tape
recorders, 52, 214–15, 216)

sewing machines, owned by church
members, 233

sexual sin, 92; confession of, 225;
shame regarding, 229; rejection of,
222

sexuality: laxness of, 243, 244
(criticised, 123); respectable, 229;
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sexual activity abandoned at
meeting times, 238; traditional
morality of, 275, 340, 342

Seymour, William, 77
Shabalala, Nomaloyo, 121, 191
Shaka kaSenzangakhona, 219
Shange, Elijah, 142, 145, 295
shaving of beards see beards, shaving

of
Shembe, Amos Khula, 21–2, 33, 51,

128, 129, 205, 211, 275–7, 298,
336, 349; appointed leader of
church, 325, 347; anger at Vilakazi
book, 333; clash with Londa
Shembe, 59; contests Nazaretha
leadership, 324–35; control over
textual production, 331; death of,
344; elected leader of church by
Supreme Court, 329; funeral of,
338; hagiographies concerning,
334, 335; production of authorised
versions of texts, 348; texts
proclaim dynastic position of, 333

Shembe, Isaiah, 5, 7–8, 11, 13–14,
47, 54, 65, 108, 216, 218, 252–3,
257, 270, 331–2, 337, 345, 346–7;
acceptance of traditional dress, 341;
accused as wandering prophet, 265;
accused of getting women to
neglect domestic duties, 241,
263–4; accused of killing people,
174–5; accused of sexual
exploitation of women, 242;
accused of stealing converts, 172–3;
affected by fever, 170; and early
Zion movement, 62–107; and Zulu
patriarchs, 110–24; apolitical
stipulation of, 276–7; approach to
ancestor veneration, 170; as healer,
167; as incarnation of Holy Spirit,
207; as migrant worker, 114; as
skilled actor, 158; as skilled healer,
158; attacked physically, 236, 243;
attitude to Bible, 90–107; attitude
to dress, 121–2, 124, 170; attitude
to education, 127; attitude to
polygamy, 170; attitude to
Nazaretha women, 239–40;

autobiographical narrative of, 201;
banned from Estcourt, 256; bans
employment of church women as
domestics, 234; bans women’s
travels to town, 233; baptism of, 97,
101, 121, 164; biography of, 34,
52–3, 56–7, 56; birth name of
Mdliwamafa, 97; birth of, 90
(narrative of, 208); break with Saul
Luphuthi, 164; buried with a book,
133; chiefly meetings in Zululand,
283; chiefly status of, 266; children
of, education of, 128; commitment
to Gospel, 124; compares self to
Christ, 183; composition of prayer
liturgies, 113; courts journalists,
181; criticism of, 172–7 (for
abstracting women, 241, 247,
263–4); critique of Zulu monarchy,
267–9; custom of walking, 138;
death of, 324; dresses in attire
reminiscent of Christ, 163;
ecumenicism of, 102; editing of
texts of, 206–12; education of, 91;
expelled from Nongoma district,
264, 267; financial success of, 183;
followers of, 17; forbids buying of
car for own personal use, 351;
founding of Nazaretha Church, 4;
healing activities of, 232–3; healing
powers of, 179, 180–1; imitation of
Christ, 167, 180, 181; impact of
Zion ideas on, 100; imprisonments
of, 256, 261, 308; interest in
agricultural improvement, 127;
interest in sacred dance, 118;
interest in traditional crafts, 233;
invokes women’s testimonies in
sermons, 254; itinerant ministry
of, 123, 137, 178, 235, 242;
knowledge of Scriptures, 101, 105,
106–7; learns to read and write,
94–5; letters of, 136–7, 140–1;
mobilization of corps of women
converts, 231–40; offers
bridewealth equivalent
to parents, 244; opening up of the
Bible, 352; ordained, 97;
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Shembe, Isaiah (cont.); passion for
literacy, 109–47; passim;
photographs of, in hymnals, 214;
physically attacked, 173;
polygamous family of, 121;
positions self as Liberator, 160;
prayer sessions, 92; preaching of
gospel, 243; presents his life as
spectacle, 160; presents himself as
Liberator, 161; prophesies of,
59–60; prophetic calling of,
177–84; provides sanctuary for
women, 232; publication of prayers
and writings of, 330–1; purchase of
farms, 17; purchase of land for
Nazaretha Church, 32; reading will
of, 191–2; recognised as Hero of the
African Struggle, 343; records dues
in ‘Book of Life’, 138–40; refuses
payment for miracles, 168; rejection
of vaccination, 308–10; reported as
attempting to fly, 58; reported for
alleged trafficking of women, 244;
reported to authorities, 261;
reputation as healer, 148–9;
restores chiefly lineage, 292;
reverence for, 267; role accorded to
women church members, 239–40;
role of, in conversion of chiefs, 286;
seen as demoralizing native women,
242; seen as enticing women from
domestic duties, 263–4; self-view as
latter-day Christ, 159–60; sermons
of see sermons, of Isaiah Shembe;
shields women against wrath of
families, 249–50; shift of ministry
to Durban, 101; state wary about
creating martyrdom, 296; stories
told about, 44–5; sued for
seduction, 243; suspicion of
mission schools, 126–8; teaching of
womanly virtues, 230; transcription
of texts of, 52; travel of, 138;
unpopular with Zulu elders, 263–4;
use of Bible as script for everyday
life, 350; view of children’s respect
for parents, 123; view of respect for

ancestors, 118; viewed as God, 42,
43, 46, 58, 292; viewed as prophet,
17, 20, 41, 55, 106, 182, 212, 328;
viewed as Zulu Jesus, 180; views on
polygamy, 15; works as night soil
collector, 94. See also hymns, of
Isaiah Shembe, parables, of Isaiah
Shembe, praise poems, regarding
Isaiah Shembe and sermons, of
Isaiah Shembe

Shembe, Johannes Galilee, 20, 33, 39,
43, 47, 54, 58, 94, 101, 106, 118,
119, 128, 129, 160, 178, 179, 190,
191, 238, 243, 252, 260, 270, 273,
274, 283, 322, 336; agrees to
vaccination, 309–10; applications
for church recognition, 295, 296;
appointed leader, 185–8, 192, 309;
assumed apolitical nature of,
297–8; attitude to Nazaretha
women, 240; biography of, 53;
centralization of church texts, 185,
206–12, 214, 254; chiefly status of,
266; collection of izindaba, 282;
control of textual production,
347–8; death of, 59, 324; defines
criteria of canonicity, 205; forbids
converts to read UShembe, 184; has
status of king, 329; inhabited by
spirit of Shembe, 206, 210–11, 212;
insecure leadership of, 310–12,
314, 347; legitimacy of leadership
of, 211; meetings with chiefs, 273;
new scriptures of, 196; organization
of canon of texts, 196–201, 201–6;
performance of governability,
315–24; performance of miracle,
287–8; photographs of, in hymnals,
214; regulation of tape-recording
technology, 214–15; rescued by
women from suspected poisoner,
236, 311; self-styled as incarnation
of Shembe, 206; self-styled as
prophet, 188; specification of
appropriate dress, 275; threats to
authority of, 193–6; tolerance of
government spies, 315; viewed as
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closed and secretive, 313; viewed as
administrator, 186; viewed as
prophet, 20. See also praise poems,
regarding Johannes Shembe

Shembe, Londa, 21, 50, 55, 57, 60,
205, 206, 275–6, 298, 335, 347,
349; anger at Vilakazi book, 333;
clash with Amos Shembe, 59;
contests Nazaretha leadership,
324–35; death of, 59; proclaimed
leader by judiciary, 330; translation
of Isaiah Shembe’s hymns and
prayers, 60

Shembe, Mduduzi, 22, 345, 347, 349,
351; public image of, 348

Shembe, Phakama, 344; seen as
incarnation of Holy Spirit, 206

Shembe, Sizwe, 344
Shembe, Thandekile, 231, 248, 249
Shembe, Vela, 344, 351; pursues

leadership case, 345
Shembe, Vimbeni, 58, 276, 283, 338,

343, 347; business interests of, 346;
funeral of, 342

Shembe, Vukile, 349
Shembe doctrine, 54
Shembe family, 347; praise poems

regarding, 281–2
Shepstone, D. G., 309, 314–15
shoes, not to be worn in holy places,

85, 101, 103, 106
Shozi, Agagi, 239–40, 247–8
Sibanyoni, Moses, 327
Sigasa, Pikinini, 121
Simakade, Chief, 277, 283;

conversion narrative of, 285–9;
religious oratory of, 289

Sitheya, mother of Isaiah Shembe,
208, 332

Siyamu School, 129
Skomplazi (Schoonplaas), 94, 96
smallpox epidemic, 310
smoking see tobacco
Soga, Tiyo, 103
Solomon, King, 270
songs: incorporated into preaching,

248; sacred, 7, 41, 119; Zulu, 245

Sotshobo, a headman, 240
South Africa, 3, 5, 41; circulation of

Pentecostal materials in, 78
South African War, 14
speaking in tongues, 63, 77, 78
spirit of Shembe, 4, 194, 208–9,

210–11, 212, 331, 332, 334–5, 347,
349

spirits: demonic, 226, 236 (belief in,
223); casting-out of, 182–3; killing
of, 211); exorcism of, 168;
possession by, 169, 223. See also
spirit of Shembe

spiritual warfare, 216, 219–30; passim,
252; militancy as a Christian virtue,
230; narratives of, 225

Spruth, Erwin, 46
St Agnes Industrial School, 229
staff: of Moses, 323; use of, 97
sticks: carrying of, 85–6, 236, 312;

fighting with, 219
stoning, as punishment, 124
stories, 98, 282, 285; as part of

state-building work, 278; dictation
of, 198; of the cunning weasel, 280;
recorded by Petros Dhlomo, 47;
telling of, 44–5, 257; transcribing
of, 48–9; translation of, 50. See also
izindaba story traditions

Study of New Religious Movements
and Independent Churches
(NERMIC), 42, 49

succession of leadership, 187–8, 190,
347; contestation of, 298, 324–35,
344–5; Zulu practices of, 188

Sundkler, Bengt, 29, 35, 45–6, 47, 79,
82, 88, 148, 152, 156, 170, 186,
189, 195, 203, 273, 297, 303, 305,
328; Bantu Prophets, 6–9, 35–6, 37,
44; involvement in publication of
izindaba, 57; Zulu Zion and Some
Swazi Zionists, 37, 206

Supreme Court, as arena of
leadership struggles, 324, 327

Swayimane, Chief, 115
Swaziland, 316; church expansion in,

20
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Swiss Free Church, 125
syncretism, 35–6
syphilis, woman afflicted with, 157

talismanic objects, use of, 175
tape-recording technology, use of,

178, 214–15, 216, 285–6; banned
at certain times of day, 215

taxation, payment of, encouraged,
272, 316

temples: founding of, 137, 138, 322;
Isaiah Shembe ordered to abandon,
145

testimonial genre, 258–9, 278,
283

testimonial preaching, 179, 218–19,
245, 247, 253–5; of chiefs, 284,
285; regarding Isaiah Shembe’s
miracles, 184

texts: Amos Shembe’s control over,
331; as basis of church legitimacy,
347; as instruments of divine
power, 136; authorised versions of,
34; bureaucratic, production of,
298; canonicity of, 205; centralised
control of, 185, 196–201; collection
of, 196, 197; decentralised
production of, 53, 348; narration
of, 108; new, writing of, 4;
normative, 200; performativity of,
24; printed, 133; production of,
138; publication of, 60;
standardisation of, 52; use of, 28–9;
written by prophets, 188. See also
biographical texts

tobacco, smoking of, 293; rejection
of, 84, 86, 89, 102, 222, 264

Tomlinson Commission, 322
trade unions, 281; membership of,

seen as sinful, 272
traditional culture, nostalgic view of,

21
traditionalism, 8, 34, 39, 90; of

Nazaretha Church, 258, 273,
274

train travel see railway travel
transcription of texts, 108–47, 178–9

translation of texts, 49
Transvaal, 75
travel, 242; of women, 239–40 (seen

as dangerous, 230; into towns (laws
against, 242; banned, 233); in
pilgrimages, 238); religious, limits
placed on, 242–3. See also railway
travel

tribute, gifts of, 168–9
trousers, not suitable for dance, 341
Truth and Reconciliation

Commission, 58
Turner, Harold, 5, 43, 51
typewriter, use of, 198

UKhozi FM, 337
ukubuyisa ceremony, 117, 150,

276
ukuhlobonga, 92
ukuhlonipha respect for seniors,

112–14, 119–20, 234, 255, 263,
271–2, 280

ukuphiliswa healing, 154
ukusina sacred dance, 15, 118–20,

162, 283
umgidi sacred dance, 15, 341
umhlangano church meetings, 20,

238
umJafeta, 245
Umphefumolo, a diviner, 194–5, 243,

310, 347
umutsha cow-hide loin cloth, 15, 122,

275
United Democratic Front (UDF), 276
United States of America (USA), 3
Universal Postal Union, 78
Usuthu royal family, criticised by

Isaiah Shembe, 267

vaccination: Johannes Shembe agrees
to, 309–10; rejection of, 171,
175–7, 308–10; threat of forcible
vaccination, 309

Van Shumaker, elder, 156
Velabehleka Temple, 262
vernacular language, codification of,

28
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Vilakazi, Absolom, 108, 109, 110–11,
113, 132, 181, 187, 227, 255;
Inkondlo kaZulu, 221; Shembe: The
Revitalization of Zulu Society, 7, 333

virginity, 237, 239, 275; of women’s
corps, 231; preservation of, 255;
testing for, 234–5, 341

virgins, 234, 247, 251; attire worn by,
233

vuvuzela, 344

Wakkerstroom, 80, 83
walking, as part of ministry, 138, 235,

250, 251. See also Shembe, Isaiah,
custom of walking

war chant, composed by Isaiah
Shembe, 245

washing of feet, 162–3, 240
Washington, Booker T., 68, 127
Watch Tower, 299
weasel, story of, 280
Weavers, Elder, 221–2, 223, 225, 226,

227
Weber, Max, 186
wedding festivities, leaders of, 287
Wells, Nellie, 57, 92, 94–5, 99, 123,

124, 161, 167, 181–2, 205, 272
Wesleyan church, 94, 95; building

destroyed, 180. See also Methodist
white people: ban on domestic service

for church members, 234; rule by
(compliance to, 317; resistance to,
312); visitors to Ekuphakameni,
160–1

white robes see dress, wearing of white
robes

widows, 66, 232; widow’s journey to
find son, 254–5

wine, sacramental, permission to
purchase, 296, 305

witchcraft, 83, 154, 158, 180
Witwatersrand, 2, 3, 20, 80, 93, 111,

280, 287, 339
Witziehoek, 96
women: as preachers, 216–17, 224–5,

337; concepts regarding virtue of,
238; domestic duties of, 234, 240.

(See also domesticity); influential
positions held in church, 240; kill
man suspected of poison plot on
Johannes Shembe, 236, 311;
membership of Nazaretha Church,
238–9; mobile corps organised by
Isaiah Shembe, 231–40; mobility
of, controlled by patriarchs, 228; of
Nazaretha Church, perceived as
having superior spiritual powers,
239; purity of, 230; response to
revivalism, 221, 224; role of,
traditional, 228; spiritual lives of,
on cosmic scale, 222; testimonies
of, 216–55; Zulu, social role of,
220

World Council of Churches (WCC),
meeting on independent churches,
36

World Cup soccer tournament, 344
written word: oralisation of, 26;

prestige of, 139–40; primacy of, 25

Ximba, Edward, 59, 108, 349
Xulu, Khanyisile, healing of, 232–3

young people: growing independence
of, 228; unruliness of, 280

YouTube, use of, 349

Zimema, Chief, 293
Zion, disputed legal right to use term,

326–7
Zion Apostolic Catholic Church, 304
Zion Apostolic Church, 87, 89, 100
Zion Apostolic Faith Mission, 89, 100
Zion Apostolic Swazi Church of

South Africa, 89
Zion Branch of the Apostolic Faith

Mission, 87
Zion Christian Catholic Apostolic

Church, 306
Zion Christian Church (ZCC), 19,

89, 158, 297, 323; attacks on, 323;
split in, 190

Zion City, 78, 80, 82, 86, 87, 303,
305
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Zion schools, 82–3
Zionist church, 7, 10, 17, 19, 23, 35,

36, 39, 62–107, 109, 137, 149,
156–7, 170, 174, 175, 179, 187,
221, 230, 259–60, 264, 302, 322;
prophets of, 153–4; splits in, 89

Zionists of the Cord, 187
Zondi, daughter of Isaiah Shembe,

260
Zulu Chiefs’ and Headmen’s Act

(1974), 274
Zulu Congregational Church, 174,

269
Zulu culture, 39, 65, 273–4, 341,

344; displacement of, 41; honour
ethic in, 218, 219, 231; militaristic
aspect of, 220–1; musical, 245;
rehabilitation of, 33; songs in, 221;
story-telling practices in, 45;
superstitious tendencies in, 42;
women’s place in, 220, 228–9

Zulu dance and music, 118
Zulu ethnic nationalism, 4
Zulu ethnicity, 12–13
Zulu homestead, structure of,

111
Zulu identity, 336, 339–40
Zulu inheritance law, 191, 327, 329,

347

Zulu language, 2, 11, 22, 125; Bible
in, 70, 72, 95 (translation, 176);
radio station, 337; shortage of
literature in, 69; translation from,
49; translations of hymn books into,
103

Zulu monarchy, criticised by Isaiah
Shembe, 267–9

Zulu moral laws, 276
Zulu nationalism, 338
Zulu patriotism, 13–23
Zulu Rebellion (1906), 292, 299
Zulu religion, 24, 35, 149, 150
Zulu society, 123
Zulu tradition, 3–13, 14, 16, 112,

257, 275, 277, 335
Zulu values, 108–9
Zululand, 2, 4, 12, 18, 20, 28, 33, 60,

66, 137, 169, 219, 222, 239, 257,
258, 261, 262, 263, 264, 269, 278,
317

Zululand Eco-Adventures company,
341

Zulus, Christian, 65, 67
Zuma, Jacob, 340, 342–3, 344;

address to church, 338
Zwane, Prophet, 90
Zwelithini, Goodwill, 276
Zwide, Chief, 279
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