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This book provides a new interpretation of the fall of the Roman
Empire and the “barbarian” kingdom known conventionally as
Ostrogothic Italy. Relying primarily on Italian textual and material
evidence, and in particular the works of Cassiodorus and Ennodius,
Jonathan J. Arnold argues that contemporary Italo-Romans viewed
the Ostrogothic kingdom as the Western Roman Empire and its “bar-
barian” king, Theoderic (r. 489/93—526), as its emperor. Investigating
conceptions of Romanness, Arnold explains how the Roman past,
both immediate and distant, allowed Theoderic and his Goths to find
acceptance in Italy as Romans, with roles essential to the empire’s
perceived recovery. Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
demonstrates how Theoderic’s careful attention to imperial traditions,
good governance, and reconquest followed by the re-Romanization
of lost imperial territories contributed to contemporary sentiments of
imperial resurgence and a golden age. There was no need for Justinian
to restore the Western Empire: Theoderic had already done so.

Jonathan J. Arnold is Assistant Professor of Ancient and Medieval
History at the University of Tulsa. His research and publications focus
on issues of culture and identity, travel and communication, and the
legacy of Rome in the late antique and early medieval West, particu-
larly in Gaul and Italy. He has written entries for a number of ency-
clopedic works, including the Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages
and the Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity, and his articles appear
in the Journal of Late Antiquity and The Battle of Vouillé, 507 CE:
Where France Began.
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Cineri gloria sera venit

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter

More information

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments page ix
List of Abbreviations xi
Introduction I
PART I AN EMPIRE TURNED UPSIDE-DOWN 9
1 Ennodius the Ligurian 11
2 Cassiodorus the Calabrian 37
PART II EMPEROR THEODERIC 57
3 Princeps Romanus 61
4 The Imperial Image 92
PART IIT ITALO-ROMANS AND ROMAN GOTHS I17
S Men of Mars 121
6 Rex Genitus, Vir Inlustris 142
PART IV ITALIA FELIX 175
7 Italy Revived 179
8 Rome Rejuvenated 201

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter
More information
— CONTENTS —

PART V. RENOVATIO IMPERII 231
9 Becoming Post-Roman 235
10 Gallia Felix 262
Epilogue 295
Bibliography 303
Index 335

viil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter

More information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is difficult to express the deep gratitude that I feel toward those who
have played their parts in the various stages of this book. First and fore-
most, I am grateful to the University of Michigan, the “gymnasium of
scholarly learning” (to borrow from Ennodius), where I was privileged
to meet and learn from many gifted and inspiring individuals. The most
important and influential of these were the members of my dissertation
committee, Ray Van Dam, Paolo Squatriti, Diane Hughes, and Bruce Frier.
Ray, in particular, has continued to provide sagacious advice, proving him-
self far more than a dissertation chair — a valued mentor, colleague, and
friend. Likewise, the University of Michigan has continued to support my
endeavors, sponsoring my research as a visiting scholar twice since my
departure and proving itself more than worthy of the term “nourishing
mother” (alma mater).

Other scholars have left their marks on this book in different ways, com-
menting on related papers and publications, exchanging correspondence,
or simply providing friendly encouragement, advice, or banter. These
include Ralph Mathisen, Deborah Deliyannis, Bernard Bachrach, Danuta
Shanzer, Walter Goffart, Paul Dutton, and Anthony Kaldellis. Not to be
forgotten are also the anonymous readers for Cambridge, whose thorough
and learned comments on the manuscript, though not always adopted,
were extremely helpful and made this book infinitely better than it other-
wise would have been.

Next I turn to the University of Tulsa, Oklahoma’s own “citadel of
eloquence” (to borrow again from Ennodius). I thank my colleagues in
the History Department for their support, sound advice, and excellent col-
legiality, all of which make Chapman Hall a very pleasant place to work.
I also thank the staff at McFarlin Library, particularly Steve Nobles and
the Interlibrary Loan Department, who proved instrumental in obtain-
ing the materials needed to finish this book. Likewise, I owe a very great

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter

More information

— ACKNOWLEDGMENTS —

deal of thanks to the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs at TU.
Through its assistance, I was able to acquire funding for my research,
including an Oklahoma Humanities Council Scholar Research Grant and
two University of Tulsa Faculty Development Summer Fellowships. Last,
I have to thank my students: Few will ever read this book (unless I assign
it!), but teaching them has made me a far better scholar.

Finally, to my family and personal friends, who have supported me in
their own ways and waited what seems like an eternity for this book to be
finished: to Mom, Dad, Ben, Jamie (hey, bud, you made it into the book!),
Charlie, Jen, Hannah, Creighton, Matt, my dear wife, Raven, and Grandpa
Bob, to whom this book is dedicated. Bob never got to hold this book, but
I know he would be proud.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration
Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter

More information

ABBREVIATIONS

AA Auctores Antiquissimi.

AnonVal Anonymi Valesiani pars posterior.

CassChron Cassiodori Senatoris Chronica ad a. DXIX.

CassOratReliquiae Cassiodori Orationum Reliquiae.

CCCM Corpus Christianorum. Continuatio
Mediaevalis.

CCSL Corpus Christianorum. Series Latina.

CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum.

CSEL Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum
Latinorum.

CTh Codex Theodosianus.

Ep. Epistulae.

Fiebiger 1 Inschriftensammlung zur Geschichte der
Ostgermanen.

Fiebiger 2 Inschriftensammlung zur Geschichte der
Ostgermanen. Neue Folge.

Fiebiger 3 Inschriftensammlung zur Geschichte der
Ostgermanen. Zweite Folge.

Frag. Fragmenta.

HA, DAur Historia Augusta, Divus Aurelianus.

HA, TT Historia Augusta, Tyranni Triginta.

Hist. Goth. Isidori Iunioris episcopi Hispalensis histo-
ria Gothorum Wandalorum Sueborum ad. a.
DCXXIV.

ILS Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae.

LHF Liber Historiae Francorum.

LL Leges (in Folio).

X1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05440-0 - Theoderic and the Roman Imperial Restoration

Jonathan J. Arnold

Frontmatter
More information
— ABBREVIATIONS —

LTUR Steinby, Eva Margareta, ed. Lexicon
Topographicum Urbis Romae.

Marc. Com. Marcellini v.c. comitis Chronicon ad a. DXVIII.

MGH Monumenta Germaniae Historica.

NMaj Novellae Maioriani.

NVal Novellae Valentiniani.

PanTh Ennodius, Panegyricus dictus clementissimo regi
Theoderico.

PL Patrologiae cursus completus, series Latina.

PLRE Martindale, J. R. The Prosopography of the
Later Roman Empire.

SC Sources chrétiennes.

SRL Scriptores rerum Langobardicarum et
Italicarum Saec. VI-IX.

SRM Scriptores rerum Merovingicarum.

TLL Thesaurus Linguae Latinae.

TTH Translated Texts for Historians.

VE Ennodius, Vita Epiphanii.

x11

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107054400
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107054400: 


