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To what extent did the Irish disappear from English politics, life, and
consciousness following the Anglo-Irish War? Mo Moulton offers a new
perspective on this question through an analysis of the process by which
Ireland and the Irish were redefined in English culture as a feature of
personal life and civil society rather than a political threat. Considering
the Irish as the first postcolonial minority, she argues that the Irish
case demonstrates an English solution to the larger problem of the col-
lapse of multi-ethnic empires in the twentieth century. Drawing on an
array of new archival evidence, Moulton discusses the many varieties
of Irishness present in England during the 1920s and 1930s, including
working-class republicans, relocated southern loyalists, and Irish enthu-
siasts. The Irish connection was sometimes repressed, but it was never
truly forgotten; this book recovers it in settings as diverse as literary
societies, sabotage campaigns, drinking clubs, and demonstrations.

MO MOULTON is a Lecturer in History and Literature at Harvard
University.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

Ireland and the Irish in
Interwar England

Mo Moulton

5 CAMBRIDGE

» UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107052680

© Mo Moulton 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Moulton, Mo, 1979—
Ireland and the Irish in interwar England / Mo Moulton.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-05268-0 (hardback)
1. Irish—England—History—20th century. 2. Great Britain—History—George
V,1910-1936. 3. Ireland-Relations—England. 4. England—Relations—
Ireland. I. Title.
DA125.17M68 2014
327.417042—dc23
2013041793

ISBN 978-1-107-05268-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

Contents
Acknowledgments page vi
List of abbreviations viil
Introduction: the return of the repressed island 1
PartI The Anglo-Irish War 15
1 “The dirtiness of this ‘trouble’”: fighting
the Anglo-Irish War 17
2 The postwar international order and the mobilization of
public opinion 48
3 A different home front: Irish nationalists in England 102
4 “Strangers in blood” at a funeral: the Treaty of 1921 and
the Irish civil war 135
Part I Irishness in interwar England 155
5 Politics and the Anglo-Irish relationship 157
6 The cultural persistence of Irishness 174
7 A decaying world in exile: the Anglo-Irish and
other loyalists 206
8 The Irish in England and the failure of ethnic politics 241
9 Immigration and accommodation in Irish England 271
10 The end of an era: 1939 and the salience of Irishness 306
Conclusion: the first decolonization? 330
Bibliography 338
Index 369
v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

Writing this book has been a labor of love made possible by many people
whose support, both professional and personal, has been invaluable.
The research and writing was supported by a Joukowsky Presidential
Fellowship from Brown University, an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Fellowship in Humanistic Studies, and the International Dissertation
Research Fellowship Program of the Social Science Research Council
with funds provided by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. During
2006-7,1 was based in Manchester; for making that city feel like a second
home to me, I thank Sally Lewis, Natasha Ulph, the Manchester Irish
Language Group, Cross Street Chapel, and Max Jones.

Over the course of my research I visited over twenty different archives
and libraries and am grateful for the professionalism and generosity I
encountered at each one. I would especially like to thank Darren Treadwell
at the People’s History Museum (Labour History Archive). I am also
grateful for the welcome I received at the Working Class Movement
Library in Salford.

For helping me to work out my arguments, I am grateful to the Modern
European History Seminar at Brown and audiences and fellow panelists
at the Northeast Conference on British Studies in Boston in 2008, the
British Queer History conference in Montreal in 2010, the New England
American Conference for Irish Studies in Bridgewater in 2011, and the
North American Conference on British Studies in Denver in 2011. At
Brown University, Joan Richards, Maud Mandel, Vazira Zamindar, and
Omer Bartov taught me how to write and teach history. Kevin Grant
took on the role of outside committee member and has become a men-
tor and incisive interlocutor on Irish history. Administrative staff mem-
bers are often unsung, and so I would like to thank Mary Beth Bryson,
Julissa Bautista, Cherrie Guerzon, Lauren Mulcahy, and Jessica Shires.
I could not ask for better students and colleagues than those I have
found in History & Literature at Harvard University, especially Charlotte
MKechnie for her research assistance. I thank all who took part in the
summer writing groups in History & Literature as well as the organizers

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England
Mo Moulton

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments vii

of Boston’s British Studies Group. At Cambridge University Press and
its affiliates, I am grateful for the assistance of Michael Watson, Emma
Wildsmith, and Annie Jackson, as well as the insightful and helpful com-
ments of two anonymous reviewers.

For their friendship and intellectual camaraderie I thank in particular
Danny Loss, Suzanne Smith, Susanna Rankin Bohme, and, especially,
Oded Rabinovitch, who has read more drafts that I can count. Deborah
Cohen has been the consummate Doktormiitter: unflagging in her support
and unfailing in her advice. Finally, my deepest personal gratitude is due
to those who have supported me beyond the realm of scholarship: David
Moulton, Brucie Moulton, Chris Huvos, Mel Larsen, Maggie Crowley,
Vic Leeds, and most of all, my beloved spouse, Theadora Fisher.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05268-0 - Ireland and the Irish in Interwar England

Mo Moulton
Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
AIB Archive of the Irish in Britain, Irish Studies Centre, London
Metropolitan University (LLondon)
BC Boston College Burns Library (Boston, Mass.)
BL British Library (London)
BMH Bureau of Military History (located at National Archives of
Ireland, Dublin)
BPL Boston Public Library (Boston, Mass.)
CUL Cambridge University Library (Cambridge)
IWM Imperial War Museum (LLondon)
JRUL John Rylands University Library (Manchester)
LHA Labour History Archive and Study Centre (Manchester)
Liverpool LSRO Liverpool Local Studies and Record Office
LMA London Metropolitan Archive (London)
LSE London School of Economics (London)
NA National Archives (Kew)
NAI National Archives of Ireland (Dublin)
NLI National Library of Ireland (Dublin)
TCD Trinity College (Dublin)
UCD University College Dublin
WCML Working Class Movement Library (Salford)
WL Women’s Library, London Metropolitan University
(London)
WYAS West Yorkshire Archive Service (Kirklees)

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107052680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107052680: 


