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understand the intersection of history and literature in the Middle Ages.

EMILY V. THORNBURY is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
English at the University of California, Berkeley.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN MEDIEVAL LITERATURE

General Editor
Alastair Minnis, Yale University

Editorial Board
Zygmunt G. Baraniski, University of Cambridge
Christopher C. Baswell, Barnard College and Columbia University
John Burrow, University of Bristol
Mary Carruthers, New York University
Rita Copeland, University of Pennsylvania
Roberta Frank, Yale University
Simon Gaunt, King’s College, London
Steven Kruger, Cizy University of New York
Nigel Palmer, University of Oxford
Winthrop Wetherbee, Cornell University
Jocelyn Wogan-Browne, Fordham University

This series of critical books seeks to cover the whole area of literature written in the
major medieval languages — the main European vernaculars, and medieval Latin
and Greek — during the period c. 1moo-isoo. Its chief aim is to publish and
stimulate fresh scholarship and criticism on medieval literature, special emphasis
being placed on understanding major works of poetry, prose, and drama in relation
to the contemporary culture and learning which fostered them.

Recent titles in the series
Katharine Breen Imagining an English Reading Public, 1150-1400
Antony J. Hasler Court Poetry in Late Medieval England and Scotland:
Allegories of Authority
Shannon Gayk Image, Text, and Religious Reform in Fifteenth-Century England
Lisa H. Cooper Artisans and Narrative Craft in Late-Medieval England
Alison Cornish Vernacular Translation in Dante’s Italy: Illiterate Literature
Jane Gilbert Living Death in Medieval French and English Literature
Jessica Rosenfeld Ethics and Enjoyment in Late Medieval Poetry: Love After Aristotle
Michael Van Dussen From England to Bohemia: Heresy
and Communication in the Later Middle Ages
Martin Eisner Boccaccio and the Invention of Italian Literary Culture: Dante,
Petrarch, Cavalcanti, and the Authority of the Vernacular
Emily V. Thornbury Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England

A complete list of titles in the series can be found at the end of the volume.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

BECOMING A POET IN
ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND

EMILY V. THORNBURY

CAMBRIDGE

.
%P UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107051980

© Emily V. Thornbury 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Thornbury, Emily Victoria, 1977~
Becoming a poet in Anglo-Saxon England / Emily Victoria Thornbury.
pages cm. — (Cambridge studies in medieval literature)
ISBN 978-1-107-05198-0 (hardback)

1. English poetry — Old English, ca. 450-1100 — History and criticism.
2. Literature and society — England — History — To 1500. 1. Title.
PR203.T46 2013
829’ .1009—dc23
2013026730

ISBN 978-1-107-05198-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of figures and tables
Acknowledgements
Abbreviations

Introduction: How can we know about Anglo-Saxon poets?

I

2

3
4
5

What was a poet?

Who became poets?

The poet in the community
The poet alone

Spectral communities

Afterword: A way of happening

Appendix I A handlist of named authors of Old English

or Latin verse in Anglo-Saxon England

Appendix II - Skalds working in Anglo-Saxon England
Notes

Bibliography

Index

page vi
viii
X

II

37

95
161

199
239

243
248
250
290
316

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

Figures and tables

Figures

3.1 Map of Canterbury alumni page 140
3.2 Ecclesiastical connections in seventh-century England:

the Canterbury school 141
3.3 School networks (Malmesbury, Wearmouth-Jarrow) 144
3.4 Aldhelm’s Irish connections 150
3.5 Aldhelm’s royal connections 15T
3.6 Octosyllabic exchanges in seventh-century England 15§
4.1 Alliterative preferences in Juliana 166
4.2 Alliterative preferences in Guthlac A 166
4.3 Alliterative preferences in Christ II] 167
4.4 Alliterative preferences in Christ and Satan 169
4.5 Alliterative preferences in Christ and Satan, including average 170

Tables

1.1 Anglo-Saxon words for ‘poet’ 21
1.2 Old English words for ‘poet’ 21
1.3 Referents of scop and its compounds 23
1.4 Referents of words for ‘poet’ in Anglo-Latin 27
2.1 The Anglo-Saxon ‘core curriculum’: verse texts 47
2.2 Two eleventh-century collections of Anglo-Latin riddles 53
4.1 Alliterative preferences as percentages in juliana 165
4.2 Alliterative preferences as percentages in Guthlac A 165
4.3 Alliterative preferences as percentages in Christ 111 165

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

List of figures and tables

4.4 Expected chance percentages of stressed initial letters

4.5 Alliterative preferences as percentages in Christ and Satan
4.6 Verses in ham

4.7 Types of ham formulas

4.8 Poetic passive infinitives in —ier in Aldhelm and Bede

5. Manuscripts containing late Southern verse

vii
168
168
175

194
226

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

Without the support (and judgment) of a number of communities, this
would have been an infinitely poorer book. The idea and research for
Becoming a Poet began at the University of Cambridge, and I would like
first to thank Rosalind Love, who supervised my doctoral work, and Andy
Orchard, under whose auspices I was admitted as a postgraduate student.
Given that I turned up knowing nothing whatever about Anglo-Latin,
I have continual reason to be grateful to their generosity and insight.
I would also like to thank the other members of the Department of
Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic — especially Richard Dance — for their
support during my time at Cambridge. Much of the primary research for
Chapters 2 and 4 of this book was undertaken while I was a Junior Research
Fellow at Churchill College, Cambridge: my thanks to the Master and
Fellows of the College for the opportunity to pursue my work in such a
vibrant setting. And while the litany of friends, colleagues, co-conspirators,
etc. that shaped my time in Cambridge is too long for a full transcription,
I'd particularly like to acknowledge two sets. First, my fellow ASNCs:
especially including Aaron Kleist, Chris Abram, Claudia Di Sciacca, Flora
Spiegel, Leslie Lockett (ASNC honoris causa), Manish Sharma, Rebecca
Rushforth, and the many undergraduates who survived my tutelage (and
went on to great things despite it), especially Erik Nibleus. Likewise, I'd like
to thank Paul Szarmach for the opportunity to work at successive NEH
Summer Seminars: it was a wonderful (if occasionally perilous) experience,
and gave me the chance to get to know many great colleagues, including
Jacqueline Stodnick, Martin Foys, Rebecca Stephenson, Renée Trilling,
Robin Norris, and Samantha Zacher. The Kalamazoo/Notre Dame nexus
also put me in touch with Miranda Wilcox, who has been exceptionally
generous in sharing her unpublished work.

Berkeley’s English Department is a truly extraordinary place to pursue
any kind of intellectual project — but especially a first book. I should like to
thank the university for its generous support of my research via a Fellowship

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements ix

at the Townsend Center for the Humanities; a Regents Junior Faculty
Fellowship; a Humanities Research Fellowship; and several conference
grants. The advice and enthusiasm of my colleagues in the English
Department has buoyed up this project during the years I've been working
on it. Especially constant in their moral support and brilliant critique have
been the junior faculty reading group, for which I have Catherine Flynn,
David Landreth, David Marno, Kathleen Donegan, Nadia Ellis, Namwali
Serpell, Steven Lee, Todd Carmody, and especially Eric Falci to thank.
Even before I was hired, my medievalist colleagues provided both extra-
ordinary encouragement and bracing insight: 'm a better scholar and
teacher (and, no doubt, person) for working with Jennifer Miller, Maura
Nolan, and Steven Justice. My thanks also to Frank Bezner for timely advice
on matters Latinate, and to the Medieval Studies graduate students (espe-
cially Benjamin Saltzman and Marcos Garcia) for valuable discussion. To
Katherine O’Brien O’Keeffe, I owe more than I can really express, and not
just for her tireless generosity in reading repeated drafts of this book and
helping me solve its problems large and small. Her friendship, wisdom, and
insight into the (occasionally pitch-dark) comedy of academic life have been
constant since the first, hideously early hour of new-faculty orientation
here, and I'm deeply grateful.

Finally, my gratitude to Linda Bree for her advice and work on trans-
forming a stack of paper into a Cambridge book; to the other press editors,
especially Anna Bond; to the extremely helpful anonymous reviewers;
and to the series editors: thanks especially to Roberta Frank for her vote of
confidence. I'd also like to offer thanks to my friends and family, who
have endured many complaints about The Book: the especially long-
suffering include Flora Spiegel, Mairi McLaughlin, Mellody Hayes,
Natalia Cecire, Sean Curran, and Yolanda Ho; and my parents, Donald
and Susan Thornbury, and my sister Erin. This wouldn’t have been
possible without you.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter

More information

Abbreviations

Abbreviations for Old English texts are those of the Dictionary of Old

English.

ACMRS Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies

AH Dreves and Blume (ed.), Analecta hymnica

ASC Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

ASE Anglo-Saxon England

ASPR Krapp and Dobbie (eds.), Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records

BL London, British Library

BN Paris, Bibliothéque nationale

Bodleian Oxford, Bodleian Library

CCCC Cambridge, Corpus Christi College

CCSL Corpus Christianorum Series Latina. Turnhout: Brepols

CSASE Cambridge Studies in Anglo-Saxon England. Cambridge
University Press

CUL Cambridge, University Library

DAM Bede, De arte metrica, ed. Kendall

DDJI Bede, De die iudicii, in CCSL 122, ed. Fraipont

Diimmler Diimmler (ed.), MGH PLAC 1

EEMF Early English Manuscripts in Facsimile. Copenhagen:
Rosenkilde & Bagger

EETS Early English Text Society. Oxford University Press

OS Orriginal Series

SS Supplementary Series
Ehwald Ehwald (ed.), Aldhelmi Opera

CdV Carmen de virginitate

CE Carmina ecclesiastica

Enig Enigmata
ES Wulfstan Cantor, Epistola specialis. In Lapidge, Cult
G Gneuss, Handlist of Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts (references by

catalogue number)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-05198-0 - Becoming a Poet in Anglo-Saxon England
Emily V. Thornbury

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations xi
HE Bede, Historia ecclesiastica, ed. Colgrave and Mynors.
JEGP Journal of English and Germanic Philology
JML Journal of Medieval Latin
Ker Ker, Catalogue of Manuscripts Containing Anglo-Saxon
MGH Monumenta Germaniae Historica. Berlin: Weidmann
AA: Auctores antiquissimi
Ep: Epistolarum
PLAC: Poetae Latini aevi Carolini
OEB Godden and Irvine (eds.), Old English Boethius
PL Patrologia Latina
Tangl Tangl (ed.), Briefe des heiligen Bonifatius
Vatican Rome, Vatican City, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana
VC Bede, Vita metrica S. Cuthberti, ed. Jaager
4'4 Stephen of Ripon, Vita S. Wilfridi, ed. Colgrave

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107051980
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107051980: 


