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athletic contests, a characteristic aspect of Greek culture for over a
millennium, disappeared in late antiquity. In contrast to previous
discussions, which focus on the ancient Olympics, the end of the
most famous games is analyzed here in the context of the collapse of
the entire international agonistic circuit, which encompassed several
hundred contests. The first part of the book describes this collapse by
means of a detailed analysis of the fourth- and fifth-century history
of the athletic games in each region of the Mediterranean: Greece,
Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, Italy, Gaul, and northern Africa. The
second half continues by explaining these developments, challenging
traditional theories (especially the ban by the Christian emperor
Theodosius I), and discussing in detail both the late-antique socio-
economic context and the late-antique perceptions of athletics.

SOFIE REMIJSEN is Junior Professor in the Department of History at
the University of Mannheim.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

GREEK CULTURE IN THE ROMAN WORLD

EDITORS

SUSAN E. ALCOCK

Brown University

JAS ELSNER
Corpus Christi College, Oxford

SIMON GOLDHILL
University of Cambridge
MICHAEL SQUIRE
King’s College London

The Greek culture of the Roman Empire offers a rich field of study. Extraordinary
insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange,
political and ideological conflict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot empire.
During this period, many fundamental elements of Western society were being
set in place: from the rise of Christianity, to an influential system of education, to
long-lived artistic canons. This series is the first to focus on the response of
Greek culture to its Roman imperial setting as a significant phenomenon in its
own right. To this end, it will publish original and innovative research in the art,
archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion, and literature of the empire,
with an emphasis on Greek material.

Recent titles in the series

The Macander Valley: A Historical Geography from Antiquity to Byzantium
PETER THONEMANN

Greece and the Augustan Cultural Revolution
A.J.S. SPAWFORTH

Rethinking the Gods: Philosophical Readings of Religion in the Post—Hellenistic Period
PETER VAN NUFFELEN

Saints and Symposiasts: The Literature of Food and the Symposium in Greco—Roman
and Early Christian Culture
JASON KONIG

The Social World of Intellectuals in the Roman Empire: Sophists, Philosophers,
and Christians
KENDRA ESHLEMAN

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

Religion and Identity in Porphyry of Tyre: The Limits of Hellenism in Late Antiquity

AARON JOHNSON

Syrian Identity in the Greco—Roman World
NATHANIEL J. ANDRADE

The Sense of Sight in Rabbinic Culture: Jewish Ways of Seeing in Late Antiquity
RACHEL NEIS

Roman Phrygia: Culture and Society
PETER THONEMANN

Homer in Stone: The Tabulae lliacae in their Roman Context
DAVID PETRAIN

Man and Animal in Severan Rome: The Literary Imagination of Claudius Aelianus
STEVEN D. SMITH

Reading Fiction with Lucian: Fakes, Freaks and Hyperreality
KAREN NI MHEALLAIGH

Greek Narratives of the Roman Empire under the Severans: Cassius Dio,
Philostratus and Herodian
ADAM M. KEMEZIS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

THE END OF GREEK ATHLETICS
IN LATE ANTIQUITY

SOFIE REMIJSEN

2 CAMBRIDGE

=SB UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107050785

© Sofie Remijsen 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Remijsen, S. (Sofie)
The end of Greek athletics in late Antiquity / Sofie Remijsen.
pages cm. — (Greek culture in the roman world)
ISBN 978-1-107-05078-5 (hardback)
1. Athletics — History, 2. Sports — History. 3. Athletics — Greece — History.
4. Sports — Greece — History. 5. Civilization — Greek influences. 1. Title.
GV573.R45 2015
796.0938—dc23
2014044864

ISBN 978-1-107-05078-5 Hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third—party internet websites referred to in this publication,

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107050785
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-05078-5 - The End of Greek Athletics in Late Antiquity
Sofie Remijsen

Frontmatter

More information

Even after the Emperor Theodosius’ edict suppressing the
antique Olympiads had broken the thread of athletic
tradition, there remained here and there modest gymnasia
where obstinate amateurs lingered; but they were no longer lit
by the gleams of artistic beauty and intellectual efforts, for
mind had become divorced from muscle. This obscure epoch
deserves research. I should have liked to lead the way myself;
1 shall not be able, and hope that others may share this
ambition. Who knows whether such research might not help
us better to grasp the character and scope of those outbursts
of energy of which the Greek empire time and again provides
a fascinating and mysterious spectacle throughout the
thousand years of its stormy history?

Baron Pierre de Coubertin on February 24, 1918
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