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Change is an inherent feature of all aspects of language, and syntax is no

exception. While the synchronic study of syntax allows us to make discoveries

about the nature of syntactic structure, the study of historical syntax offers

even greater possibilities. Over recent decades, the study of historical syntax

has proven to be a powerful scientific tool of enquiry with which to challenge

and reassess hypotheses and ideas about the nature of syntactic structure

which go beyond the observed limits of the study of the synchronic syntax of

individual languages or language families. In this timely handbook, the editors

bring together the best of recent international scholarship on historical syn-

tax. Each chapter is focused on a theme rather than an individual language,

allowing readers to discover how systematic descriptions of historical data can

profitably inform and challenge highly diverse sets of theoretical assumptions.
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cambridge handbooks in language and linguistics

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete
state-of-the-field overview of a major sub-discipline within language study and
research. Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each volume
encompass the most important issues and topics within each subject, offering
a coherent picture of the latest theories and findings. Together, the volumes
will build into an integrated overview of the discipline in its entirety.

Published titles

The Cambridge Handbook of Phonology, edited by Paul de Lacy
The Cambridge Handbook of Linguistic Code-Switching, edited by Barbara E. Bullock
and Almeida Jacqueline Toribio

The Cambridge Handbook of Child Language, Second Edition, edited by Edith L.
Bavin and Letitia Naigles

The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages, edited by Peter K. Austin and
Julia Sallabank

The Cambridge Handbook of Sociolinguistics, edited by Rajend Mesthrie
The Cambridge Handbook of Pragmatics, edited by Keith Allan and Kasia M.
Jaszczolt

The Cambridge Handbook of Language Policy, edited by Bernard Spolsky
The Cambridge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition, edited by Julia
Herschensohn and Martha Young-Scholten

The Cambridge Handbook of Biolinguistics, edited by Cedric Boeckx and Kleanthes
K. Grohmann

The Cambridge Handbook of Generative Syntax, edited by Marcel den Dikken
The Cambridge Handbook of Communication Disorders, edited by Louise Cummings
The Cambridge Handbook of Stylistics, edited by Peter Stockwell and SaraWhiteley
The Cambridge Handbook of Linguistic Anthropology, edited by N. J. Enfield, Paul
Kockelman and Jack Sidnell

The Cambridge Handbook of English Corpus Linguistics, edited by Douglas Biber and
Randi Reppen

The Cambridge Handbook of Bilingual Processing, edited by John W. Schwieter
The Cambridge Handbook of Learner Corpus Research, edited by Sylviane Granger,
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3R coreferential third person

↑ the f-structure associated with the mother node
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ABL ablative

ABS absolutive (case)

ABSL Al-Sayyid Bedouin Sign Language
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Br.Pt. Brazilian Portuguese

C (i) consonant
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C-I conceptual-intentional
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Cae. Caesar
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B.C. de Bello Ciuili

B.G. de Bello Gallico

Cat. Catalan

CAUS causative

CEEC Corpus of Early English Correspondence

CG Construction Grammar

Ch. Chinese

CI conditional inversion

Cic. Cicero

Diu. De diuinatione

Phil. Orationes Philippicae
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CLat. Classical Latin

CLF (P) classifier (phrase)
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CM Comparative Method

COHA Corpus of Historical American English

COL collective

ComMod Comprehensive Model
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CONT continuous

COP copular
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CUST customary
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DAT dative

DECL declarative
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DEM demonstrative
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DM Distributed Morphology

DOEC Dictionary of Old English Corpus
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EModE Early Modern English
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EPP extended projection principle

ERG ergative (case)

F feminine

F feature

F1/2/3 first/second/third factor

(I /U )F (interpretable/unvalued) feature

f-structure functional-structure

FDG Functional Discourse Grammar

FE feature economy

fem feminine

FLB faculty of language in the broad sense

FLN faculty of language in the narrow sense

FOFC Final-Over-Final Constraint

FOC focus

Fr. French

FUT future

GB Government–Binding (Theory)

GEN genitive

GEND gender

GER gerund

Ger. German

HAB habitual

i- interpretable (feature)

i-structure information structure

IcePaHC Icelandic Parsed Historical Corpus

IE Indo-European

IG Input Generalization

IMP imperative

IN inessive

IND indicative

INDEF indefinite

I(NFL) (verbal) inflection

INS instrumental (case)

INT interrogative
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IS information structure

It. Italian
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L2 second language

Lat. Latin

LF Logical Form
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LFG Lexical-Functional Grammar

LOC locative

M masculine

m-structure morphological-structure

MaOP Maximize On-line Processing

MAS masdar (verbal noun)

MAT matter

MDL middle (voice)

ME Middle English

MED The Middle English Dictionary

MedFa Medieval Faroese

MGP Modularised Global Parametrisation

MHG Middle High German

MiD Minimize Domains

MiF Minimize Forms

ML Model Language

Mod Modern

Mod(P) modality (phrase)

ModE Modern English

ModFa Modern Faroese

N neuter

N(P) noun (phrase)

NAR narrative

Neg, NEG negator/negative

NegP negation phrase

NMZ nominalizer

nom, NOM nominative

num, Num(P) number (phrase)

O old

Obj, OB J object

OBL oblique

Occ. Occitan

OCS Old Church Slavonic

OE Old English

ON Old Norse

Op operator

OPT optative

OT Optimality Theory

Ov. Met. Ovid Metamorphoses

OV object–verb (order)

OVS object–verb–subject (order)

P (i) object of a transitive clause

(ii) parameter/property

p-structure prosodic structure

P&N person and number
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P&P Principles and Parameters

PART partitive case

PASS passive

PAT patient

PAT pattern

PCM Parametric Comparison Method

PERS person

PF Phonological Form

PFV perfect(ive)

PGCH Performance-Grammar Correspondence Hypothesis

PIE Proto-Indo-European

PL plural

PLD primary linguistic data

POSS possessive

P(P) preposition(al phrase)

PPCEME Penn–Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early Modern English

PPCME2 Penn–Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Middle English (2nd edition)

PRED predicate

PRET preterite

PRF perfect

pro phonologically null pronominal subject

PRO anaphoric null pronominal

PROG progressive

PRS present

PRT particle

PST past

Pt. Portuguese

PTCP participle

Q question/interrogative (particle)

Q(P) quantifier (phrase)

RAH rich agreement hypothesis

RDP reduplication

ReCoS Rethinking Comparative Syntax

REFL reflexive

REL relative/relativizer

RL Replica Language

Ro. Romanian

S (i) subject of an intransitive clause
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Ŝ non-projecting specifier position
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s-structure semantic structure

SB J subject
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SCL subject clitic

xvi List of Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781107049604
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04960-4 — The Cambridge Handbook of Historical Syntax
Edited by Adam Ledgeway , Ian Roberts 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

SF stylistic fronting

sg, SG singular

Sic. Sicilian

SOV subject–object–verb (order)

Sp. Spanish

Spec specifier position

STAT stative

STR strong

SUB subordinate

Subj, SUB J subject

SUF suffix

SVO subject–verb–object (order)

Swd. Swedish

t trace (of moved element)

T(P) tense (phrase)

TAM tense, aspect and mood

TEMP temporal (argument, adjunct)

TLA triggered learning algorithm

TR transitive

u- uninterpretable (feature)

UG Universal Grammar

UNDG undergoer

UP Uniformitarian Principle

v(P) light (agentive/causative) verb (phrase)

vi feature value

(E)V2 (embedded) verb-second (syntax)

V (i) vowel

(ii) verb

V(P) verb (phrase)

VO verb–object (order)

VOS verb–object–subject (order)

VSO verb–subject–object (order)

YCOE York–Toronto–Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Old English Prose

YCOEP York–Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Old English Poetry

WK weak
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