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American Hippies

In the late 1960s and early 1970s hundreds of thousands of
white middle-class American youths suddenly became hippies.
This short overview of the hippie social movement in the
United States examines the movement’s beliefs and practices,
including psychedelic drugs, casual sex, and rock music, as
well as the phenomena of spiritual seeking, hostility to poli-
tics, and communes. W. J. Rorabaugh synthesizes how hippies
strived for authenticity, expressed individualism, and yearned
for community. Viewing the tumultuous Sixties from a new
angle, Rorabaugh shows how the counterculture led to sub-
sequent social and cultural changes in the United States with
legacies including casual sex, natural foods, and even the per-
sonal computer.

W. J. Rorabaugh is Professor of History at the University
of Washington, Seattle. His numerous books include The
Alcobolic Republic: An American Tradition, Berkeley at
War: The 1960s, Kennedy and the Promise of the Sixties, and
The Real Making of the President: Kennedy, Nixon, and the
1960 Election. Rorabaugh received his AB from Stanford
University and his PhD from the University of California,
Berkeley.
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Cambridge Essential Histories is devoted to introducing critical events,
periods, or individuals in history to students. Volumes in this series
emphasize narrative as a means of familiarizing students with historical
analysis. In this series leading scholars focus on topics in European,
American, Asian, Latin American, Middle Eastern, African, and World
History through thesis-driven, concise volumes designed for survey and
upper-division undergraduate history courses. The books contain an
introduction that acquaints readers with the historical event and reveals
the book’s thesis; narrative chapters that cover the chronology of the
event or problem; and a concluding summary that provides the histori-
cal interpretation and analysis.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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FIGURE 1. In October 1967 two hippies stood on Haight Street in San
Francisco.

Charles W. Cushman Collection: Indiana University Archives (P15596).
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