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General de Gaulle’s Free French may have been headquartered in Lon-
don, but their base lay in Brazzaville. This book shows compellingly that
the movement drew its strength from 1940 to 1943 from fighting men,
resources, and operations in French Equatorial Africa and Cameroon.
Territorially, Free France spanned from the Libyan border with Chad
down to the Congo River, and to the scattered tiny French territories
of the South Pacific and India. Eric T. Jennings tells the story of an
improbable French military and institutional rebirth through Central
Africa. Free French Africa in World War II provides a unique look at
the long forgotten role Gaullist Africa played to help the Allied cause.

Eric T. Jennings is professor of history at Victoria College at the Uni-
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Glossary

Bataillon de marche: Basic military unit in Free French Africa (abbrevi-
ated to B.M.).

Carlton Gardens: General de Gaulle’s headquarters in London.
Chicotte or Chicote: A whip made of hippopotamus hide, widely used in

the colonial era in the Belgian and French Congo.
Corvée: A form of statute labor imposed on colonial subjects.
The Cross of Lorraine: Symbol of de Gaulle’s Free French and Fighting

French movements.
D.B.: Division blindée, or armoured division.
D.F.L.: Division française libre, or Free French division.
FEA: French Equatorial Africa, a federation that included the colonies of

Chad, Oubangui-Chari, Moyen-Congo, and Gabon, and whose capital
was Brazzaville.

F.F.I.: Forces françaises de l’Intérieur. The makeshift Gaullist army born
of the resistance in mainland France.

Free France/Fighting France: General de Gaulle’s movement changed
names in 1942, becoming “Fighting France” although many sources
continued to speak of the “Free French.”

Maquis: Rural guerrilla units of the Resistance in World War II France,
comprised at first of men who avoided labor conscription in Germany.

Prestations/Prestataires: A form of statute labor imposed on colonial
subjects.

RTST: Régiment des Tirailleurs Sénégalais du Tchad (military unit hail-
ing from Chad, but not “Senegalese,” contrary to what its name sug-
gests).
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xvi Glossary

Tirailleur: French term from the colonial era used to designate an African
soldier.

Place Names in the Colonial Era and Today

Fort-Archambault = modern-day Sahr, Chad
Fort-Lamy = modern-day N’Djamena, Chad
Fort-Rousset = modern-day Owando, Republic of Congo
Leopoldville = modern-day Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
Oubangui-Chari = modern-day Central African Republic (previously

known also as Centrafrique)
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