
  How did the Huguenots of Paris survive, and even prosper, in the eight-
eenth century when the majority Catholic population was notorious for 
its hostility to Protestantism? Why, by the end of the Old Regime, did 
public opinion overwhelmingly favour giving Huguenots greater rights? 
This study of the growth of religious toleration in Paris traces the spe-
cifi c history of the Huguenots after Louis XIV revoked the Edict of 
Nantes in 1685. David Garrioch identifi es the roots of this transform-
ation of attitudes towards the minority Huguenot population in their 
own methods of resistance to persecution and pragmatic government 
responses to it, as well as in the particular environment of Paris. Above 
all, this book identifi es the extraordinary shift in Catholic religious cul-
ture that took place over the century as a signifi cant cause of change, 
set against the backdrop of cultural and intellectual transformation that 
we call the Enlightenment. 

  DAVID GARRIOCH  is Professor of History at Monash University. He 
has written widely on the social history of Paris in the eighteenth cen-
tury, including  The Making of Revolutionary Paris  (2002), which won 
the NSW Premier’s Prize for History in 2003.   
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