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Constitutions in authoritarian regimes are often denigrated as meaningless exercises in
political theater. Yet the burgeoning literature on authoritarian regimes more broadly
has produced a wealth of insights into particular institutions such as legislatures, courts,
and elections; into regime practices such as co-optation and repression; and into non-
democratic sources of accountability. In this vein, this volume explores the form and
function of constitutions in countries without the fully articulated institutions of limited
government. The chapters utilize a wide range of methods and focus on a broad set
of cases representing many different types of authoritarian regimes. The book offers an
exploration into the constitutions of authoritarian regimes, generating broader insights
into the study of constitutions and their functions more generally.
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Comparative constitutional law is an intellectually vibrant field that encompasses an
increasingly broad array of approaches and methodologies. This series collects analyti-
cally innovative and empirically grounded work from scholars of comparative constitu-
tionalism across academic disciplines. Books in the series include theoretically informed
studies of single constitutional jurisdictions, comparative studies of constitutional law
and institutions, and edited collections of original essays that respond to challenging
theoretical and empirical questions in the field.

Volumes in the Series:

Comparative Constitutional Design edited by Tom Ginsburg (2012)
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Gordon Silverstein, and Robert A. Kagan (2013)

Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser
(z014)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter

More information

Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes

Fdited by
TOM GINSBURG
University of Chicago

ALBERTO SIMPSER
University of Chicago

B2 CAMBRIDGE
;Z; UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, UsA

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/g781107663947

© Cambridge University Press 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014
Printed in the United States of America
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Constitutions in authoritarian regimes / Tom Ginsburg, University of Chicago; Alberto Simpser,
University of Chicago.
pages cm. — (Comparative constitutional law and policy)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-047606-2 (hardback)
1. Constitutional law. 2. Authoritarianism. 1. Ginsburg, Tom, editor of compilation.  II. Simpser,
Alberto, 1971— editor of compilation.
K3165.C63 2013
342—dc23 2013030082
ISBN 978-1-107-04766-2 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-60394-7 Paperback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or

third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on
such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of Contributors page ix
1. Introduction: Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes 1
Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser
PART I. THE CATEGORY
2. Ruling against Rules 21
Adam Przeworski
3. Authoritarian Constitutionalism: Some Conceptual Issues 30
Mark Tushnet
PART II. CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN IN AUTHORITARIAN
REGIMES
4. The Political Economy of Autocratic Constitutions 53
Michael Albertus and Victor Menaldo
5. Authoritarian Constitution Making: The Role of the
Military in Latin America 83

Gabriel L. Negretto

6. Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes: The Egyptian
Constitution of 1971
Kristen Stilt

vil

111

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter

More information

viil

10.

11.

Contents

PART III. CONTENTS OF AUTHORITARIAN CONSTITUTIONS

The Content of Authoritarian Constitutions

Zachary Elkins, Tom Ginsburg, and James Melton

Constitutional Variation among Strains of Authoritarianism
David S. Law and Mila Versteeg

PART IV. CONSEQUENCES OF AUTHORITARIAN
CONSTITUTIONS

The Role of Presidential Power in Authoritarian Elections

Jennifer Gandhi

The Informal Politics of Formal Constitutions: Rethinking
the Effects of “Presidentialism” and “Parliamentarism” in
the Cases of Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, and Ukraine

Henry E. Hale

The Party’s Leadership as a Living Constitution in China
Xin He

Index

141

199

218

245

265

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04766-2 - Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes
Edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto Simpser

Frontmatter

More information

List of Contributors

Michael Albertus is Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago.
Zachary Elkins is Associate Professor of Government, University of Texas at Austin.
Jennifer Gandhi is Professor of Political Science, Emory University.

Tom Ginsburg is the Leo Spitz Professor of International Law and Ludwig and Hilda
Wolf Research Scholar, University of Chicago Law School; Research Professor,
the American Bar Foundation; and Professor of Political Science, University of

Chicago.

Henry E. Hale is Professor of Political Science, George Washington University.
David S. Law is Professor of Law, Washington University in St. Louis.

James Melton is Postdoctoral Fellow, IMT Institute for Advanced Studies, Italy.

Victor Menaldo is Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Washington,
Seattle.

Gabriel L. Negretto is Associate Professor, Division of Political Studies, CIDE.

Adam Przeworski is Carroll and Milton Petrie Professor of European Studies
and Professor of Politics and FEconomics, New York University.

Alberto Simpser is Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago.
Kristen Stilt is Professor of Law and Professor of History, Northwestern University.
Mark Tushnet is William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Law, Harvard Law School.
Mila Versteeg is Assistant Professor of Law, University of Virginia.

Xin He is Professor, School of Law, City University of Hong Kong.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047662
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107047662: 


