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Thieves in Court

From the seemingly insignificant theft of some bread and a dozen apples

in nineteenth-century rural Germany, to the high courts and modern-

day property laws, this English-language translation of Habermas’

Diebe vor Gericht explores how everyday incidents of petty stealing

and the ordinary people involved in these cases came to shape the

current legal system. Habermas draws from an unusual cache of arch-

ival documents of theft cases, tracing the evolution and practice of the

legal system of Germany through the nineteenth century. This close

reading – relying on approaches of legal anthropology – challenges

long-standing narratives of legal development, state building, and

modern notions of the rule of law.

Ideal for legal historians and scholars of modern German and

nineteenth-century European history, this innovative volume steps

outside of the classic narratives of legal history and gives an insight

into the interconnectedness of social, legal, and criminal history.

rebekka habermas holds the chair in modern European history at

the Georg August University, Göttingen. She is an editor of the of the

journal Historische Anthropologie and of the book series Historische

Studien.

kathleen mitchell dell’orto has, in the course of her career,

held positions in university teaching, private industry, and the United

States government. As a professional linguist for many decades, she has

translated documents and books on subjects from science and technol-

ogy, the humanities, and law.
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Publications of the German Historical Institute

Edited by

simone lässig

with the assistance of David Lazar

The German Historical Institute is a center for advanced study and research
whose purpose is to provide a permanent basis for scholarly cooperation among
historians from the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States. The
Institute conducts, promotes, and supports research into both American and
German political, social, economic, and cultural history; into transatlantic migra-
tion, especially during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and into the history
of international relations, with special emphasis on the roles played by the United
States and Germany.
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