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Thieves in Court

From the seemingly insigniﬁcant theft of some bread and a dozen apples
in nineteenth-century rural Germany, to the high courts and modernday property laws, this English-language translation of Habermas’
Diebe vor Gericht explores how everyday incidents of petty stealing
and the ordinary people involved in these cases came to shape the
current legal system. Habermas draws from an unusual cache of archival documents of theft cases, tracing the evolution and practice of the
legal system of Germany through the nineteenth century. This close
reading – relying on approaches of legal anthropology – challenges
long-standing narratives of legal development, state building, and
modern notions of the rule of law.
Ideal for legal historians and scholars of modern German and
nineteenth-century European history, this innovative volume steps
outside of the classic narratives of legal history and gives an insight
into the interconnectedness of social, legal, and criminal history.
rebekka habermas holds the chair in modern European history at
the Georg August University, Göttingen. She is an editor of the of the
journal Historische Anthropologie and of the book series Historische
Studien.
kathleen mitchell dell’orto has, in the course of her career,
held positions in university teaching, private industry, and the United
States government. As a professional linguist for many decades, she has
translated documents and books on subjects from science and technology, the humanities, and law.
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Publications of the German Historical Institute
Edited by
simone lässig
with the assistance of David Lazar
The German Historical Institute is a center for advanced study and research
whose purpose is to provide a permanent basis for scholarly cooperation among
historians from the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States. The
Institute conducts, promotes, and supports research into both American and
German political, social, economic, and cultural history; into transatlantic migration, especially during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and into the history
of international relations, with special emphasis on the roles played by the United
States and Germany.
Recent Books in the Series:
Adam T. Rosenbaum, Bavarian Tourism and the Modern World, 1800–1950
Hartmut Berghoff, Jürgen Kocka, and Dieter Ziegler, editors, Business in the Age of
Extremes: Essays in Modern German and Austrian Economic History
Lars Maischak, German Merchants in the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic
Thomas W. Maulucci, Jr., and Detlef Junker, editors, GIs in Germany: The Social,
Economic, Cultural, and Political History of the American Military Presence
Gerald D. Feldman, Austrian Banks in the Period of National Socialism
Eric C. Steinhart, The Holocaust and the Germanization of Ukraine
Alison Efford, German Immigrants, Race, and Citizenship in the Civil War Era
Cathryn Carson, Heisenberg in the Atomic Age: Science and the Public Sphere
Michaela Hoenicke Moore, Know Your Enemy: The American Debate on Nazism,
1933–1945
Yair Mintzker, The Defortiﬁcation of the German City, 1689–1866
Astrid M. Eckert, The Struggle for the Files: The Western Allies and the Return of
German Archives after the Second World War
Winson Chu, The German Minority in Interwar Poland
Hartmut Berghoff and Uta Andrea Balbier, The East German Economy, 1945-2010:
Falling Behind or Catching Up?
Roger Chickering and Stig Förster, editors, War in an Age of Revolution, 1775–1815
Monica Black, Death in Berlin: From Weimar to Divided Germany
John R. McNeill and Corinna R. Unger, editors, Environmental Histories of the Cold
War
Christof Mauch and Kiran Klaus Patel, The United States and Germany during the
Twentieth Century: Competition and Convergence
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The Making of the German Legal System
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REBEKKA HABERMAS
University of Göttingen

TRANSLATED BY KATHLEEN MITCHELL DELL’ORTO

german historical institute
Washington, D.C.
and

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04677-1 — Thieves in Court
Rebekka Habermas , Translated by Kathleen Mitchell Dell'Orto
Frontmatter
More Information

One Liberty Plaza, New York NY 10006, USA
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107046771
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First published 2016
Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library
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title: Thieves in court : the making of the German legal system in the nineteenth century /
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description: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2016. | Series: Publications of the
german historical institute | Includes bibliographical references and index.
identifiers: lccn 2016025908 | isbn 9781107046771 (Hardback)
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This work was translated by Kathleen Mitchell Dell’Orto
The translation of this work was funded by Geisteswissenschaften International –
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initiative of the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, the German Federal Foreign Ofﬁce,
the collecting society VG WORT, and the Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels
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