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Tulane University. She was assistant director of the Pakbeh Regional 

Economy Project at Chunchucmil, Yucat á n, from 1998 to 2006. 

She currently codirects the Proyecto de Interacci ó n Politica en el 

Centro de Yucat á n, which investigates diachronic regional patterns 

of political consolidation and dissolution in central Yucat á n. Her 

research interests include landscape and household archaeology, 

political organization, urbanism and complex societies, public 

archaeology, and collaboration and engagement with communities.   

   Yoko   Nishimura     is a Postdoctoral Researcher in the Department 

of Anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania. Her research 

centers on the household archaeology and urban layout of third-

millennium BC city-states in northern Mesopotamia. She is 

particularly interested in the ways ordinary city inhabitants 

organized their domestic space and activities within the context of 

a much larger, urban spatial confi guration. By examining ancient 

burials made beneath house fl oors, she is also investigating the 

complex relationship between the quotidian activities and intra-

mural mortuary practices of ordinary city inhabitants in the past.   

   Anna   Razeto     is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Cross-

cultural and Regional Studies of the University of Copenhagen. 
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Her main fi eld of research is comparative archaeology, particularly 

focused on aspects of urbanism in the Roman and Han empires. 

She is currently working on a volume on the comparison between 

the Han and Roman capitals. Her current project looks at modern 

interpretation techniques for the public of urban archaeological 

sites in a cross-cultural perspective.   

   Barbara L.   Stark     is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at 

Arizona State University. She is an archaeologist specializing 

in Mesoamerican civilizations, especially the Gulf lowlands. 

Her recent publications include (with coauthors)  Ethnic Identity 
in Nahua Mesoamerica: The View from Archaeology, Art History, 
Ethnohistory, and Contemporary Ethnography  (2008) and, coedited 

with C. P. Garraty,  Archaeological Approaches to Market Exchange in 
Ancient Societies  (2010).   

   Stephanie   Wynne-Jones     is Lecturer in Archaeology, Department 

of Archaeology, University of York, specializing in the archaeology 

of the Eastern African Swahili coast and its links with the wider 

Indian Ocean world, AD 600–1500. Her interests include urbanism, 

social space, and identity; in particular she has developed projects 

revolving around the ways that objects move and act within global 

and local networks. Wynne-Jones has directed projects at Vumba 

Kuu in Kenya and at Uvinza, Ujiji, Mafi a Island, Kilwa, and Songo 

Mnara in Tanzania. Her current fi eldwork is at the fourteenth- 

to fi fteenth-century stonetown of Songo Mnara. In addition, she 

is working on a project exploring the movement of objects in the 

Indian Ocean in the early Islamic period of the seventh to tenth 

centuries AD.   

   Norman   Yoffee     is Senior Fellow in the Institute for the Study of 

the Ancient World, New York University, and professor emeritus 

in the Department of Near Eastern Studies and the Department 

of Anthropology at the University of Michigan. His most recent 

books are  Myths of the Archaic State: Evolution of Cities, States, and 
Civilizations  and  Questioning Collapse: Human Resilience, Ecological 
Vulnerability, and the Aftermath of Empire , the latter co-edited with 

Patricia McAnany.     
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xxi

 This volume owes its origins to a round-table discussion on ancient 

cities organized by Michael Smith at the 2008 Society for American 

Archaeology (SAA) annual meeting in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

The round table was attended by both editors of this volume and a 

number of other archaeologists interested in furthering the analy-

sis of urban form across ancient cultures. The stimulating discus-

sions that arose during the round table prompted us to organize a 

more formal symposium that would explore how urban space was 

produced through social action and interaction, using case studies 

from around the world. The chapters in this volume are expanded 

and updated versions of papers presented at the “Studies of the 

Production of Space in Ancient Cities” symposium at the 2009 SAA 

annual meeting held in Atlanta, Georgia. George Cowgill, who 

kindly served as discussant for the symposium, was unable to par-

ticipate in this volume, and we are fortunate that Norman Yoffee 

was able to assume this role. Our work as editors was made easier 

by the patience and hard work of the volume contributors, and we 

thank them profusely for all their efforts. We are grateful to Michael 

Smith and an anonymous reviewer for their thoughtful comments 

on both the individual chapters and the volume as a whole. We also 

thank Virginia Ogg, who served as Assistant Editor, for her atten-

tion to detail through the fi nal stages of the volume. As editors, we 

bear responsibility for any remaining errors or omissions. 

 Andrew T. Creekmore III and Kevin D. Fisher, June 2013 
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