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Bioarchaeological and Forensic Perspectives on Violence: How Violent
Death is Interpreted from Skeletal Remains

Every year, there are over 1.6 million violent deaths worldwide, making
violence one of the leading public health issues of our time. With the twentieth
century just behind us, it is hard to forget that 191 million people lost their
lives directly or indirectly through conflict.
This collection of engaging case studies on violence and violent deaths

reveals how violence is reconstructed from skeletal and contextual information.
By sharing the complex methodologies for gleaning scientific data from human
remains and the context in which they are found, with complementary perspec-
tives for examining violence from both past and contemporary societies, bioarch-
aeology and forensic anthropology prove to be fundamentally inseparable.
This book provides a model for training forensic anthropologists and

bioarchaeologists, not just in the fundamentals of excavation and skeletal
analysis, but in all subfields of anthropology, to broaden their theoretical and
practical approach to dealing with everyday violence.

debra l. martin is Lincy Professor of Anthropology at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. For the past 30 years, her research interests have focused
on the analysis of ancient human remains to better understand the origin and
evolution of violence and disease in culturally diverse human groups. Her
primary research interests currently include bridging social theory with
bioarchaeological data, the impact of raiding, warfare, and captivity on mor-
bidity and mortality, and the ways in which social control creates marginalized
individuals. Her popular course “The Anthropology of Violence” is offered
every year at the University of Nevada.

cheryl p. anderson is a Ph.D. student at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas. Her primary research interests include the evolution of organized
violence, the use of violence as a means of communication, and the impacts
of social inequality on human health. Recently, she has investigated violence in
a late precolonial skeletal collection from Northern Mexico. Additionally, she
has been involved in projects analyzing human skeletal remains from a historic
period family cemetery from southern Nevada, a Bronze Age population from
the United Arab Emirates, and a Middle Bronze Age village in Anatolia.
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uwe kierdorf

3 The taphonomy of maritime warfare: a forensic reinterpretation
of sharp force trauma from the 1676 wreck of the Royal
Swedish Warship Kronan 34
anna kjellstrÖm and michelle d. hamilton

4 The determination of homicide vs. suicide in gunshot wounds 51
vincent h. stefan

5 The first cut is the deepest: looking for patterns in cases of
human dismemberment 63
andrew c. seidel and laura c. fulginiti

6 Victims of violence? A methodological case study from
precolonial Northern Mexico 83
cheryl p. anderson

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04544-6 - Bioarchaeological and Forensic Perspectives on Violence: How Violent 
Death is Interpreted from Skeletal Remains
Edited by Debra L. Martin and Cheryl P. Anderson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107045446
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Part III Ritual and performative violence 101

7 Signatures of captivity and subordination on skeletonized human
remains: a bioarchaeological case study from the ancient
Southwest 103
ryan p. harrod and debra l. martin

8 Classic Maya warfare and skeletal trophies: victims and
aggressors 120
rebecca storey

9 Face me like a man! (or, like a woman): antemortem nasal
fractures in pre-Columbian San Pedro de Atacama 134
christina torres-rouff and laura m. king

10 Why some bodies matter: defacement and narrative in
historical forensics cases 148
william n. duncan and christopher m. stojanowski

Part IV Violence and identity 169

11 Violence in life, violence in death, resiliency through
repatriation: bioarchaeological analysis and heritage
value of Yaqui skeletal remains from Sonora, Mexico 171
heidi j. bauer-clapp and ventura r. pÉrez
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