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When a young child begins to engage in everyday interaction, she has to
acquire competencies that allow her to be oriented to the conventions that
inform talk-in-interaction and, at the same time, deal with emotional or affec-
tive dimensions of experience. The theoretical positions associated with these
domains — social-action and emotion — provide very different accounts of
human development and this book examines why this is the case. Through a
longitudinal video recorded study of one child learning how to talk, Michael
Forrester develops proposals that rest upon a comparison of two perspec-
tives on everyday parent—child interaction taken from the same data corpus —
one informed by conversation analysis and ethnomethodology, the other by
psychoanalytic developmental psychology. Ultimately, what is significant for
attaining membership within any culture is gradually being able to display an
orientation towards both domains — doing and feeling, or social-action and
affect.

MICHAEL A. FORRESTER is a Reader in Psychology at the University of
Kent. His academic interests are in child development and language and,
particularly, children’s developing conversational skills.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

Early Social Interaction

A Case Comparison of Developmental
Pragmatics and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

University of Kent

% CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107044685

© Michael A. Forrester 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Forrester, Michael A.
Early social interaction : a case comparison of developmental pragmatics and
psychoanalytic theory / Michael A. Forrester, School of Psychology, Keynes College,
University of Kent, Canterbury, England.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-04468-5 (hardback)
1. Social interaction. 2. Child development. 3. Parent and child. I Title.
HM1111.F673 2014
305.231 —dc23 2014020936

ISBN 978-1-107-04468-5 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

To
Ella Sbaraini

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of figures and table page X
List of extracts xi
Preface xiii
Acknowledgements Xiv
1 Introduction 1
2 Developmental pragmatics and conversation analysis 15
Some background considerations 15
Social-action and social life: conversation analysis and ethnomethodology 21
Membership categorisation analysis (MCA) 23
Sequence-focused CA&E 25
Concluding comments 27
3 Child-focused conversation analysis 28
Introduction 28
Children and membership 29
Child-CA studies: a brief review 31
Children, conversation and ‘seeing thoughts’ 42
Concluding comments 45
4 A psychoanalytic reading of early social relations 46
Introduction 46
Psychoanalysis and Freud’s structural theory of the mind 48
Freud and early social relations 52
Melanie Klein 53
Projective identification and object-relations 56
Donald Winnicott 58
Winnicott and the transitional space 61
Concluding comments 62
5 Repression and displacement in everyday talk-in-interaction 64
Introduction 64

Ethnomethodology, conversation analysis, local-order and members’
methods 66
Conversation analysis and methodic social practice 67
Adjacency pairs in conversation: the talk unfolds two-by-two 68

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter
More information
viii Contents

The problem with the ‘problem of order’ 71
Concluding comments 82

6 Research practices and methodological objects 84
Introduction 84
Intrinsic vs. extrinsic research processes 85

Events, records, data and interpretation 90

CA&E, participant orientation and unique adequacy 93

The case-study as methodology in early social relations 94

The context of the recordings 95
Participants 96

Format of recordings and data transformation 97
Analysis and data accessibility 97

CA transcription conventions 98

A sample extract and analysis 99

Some possible constraints on the unique adequacy requirement 102
Concluding comments 104

7 Learning how to repair 106
Introduction 106

An overview of the incidence and form of repair 108

Tracing the emergence of self-repair skills 109
Concluding comments 125

8 Learning what not to say: repression and interactive vertigo 129
Introduction 129
Avoidance, displacement and repression: some examples 131
Concluding comments 151

9 A question of answering 154
Introduction 154
Analysis examples 156
Concluding comments 173

10 Interaction and the transitional space 175
Introduction 175

The transitional space 176
Analysis examples 179
Emerging disagreement 194
Concluding comments 199

11 Self-positioning, membership and participation 201
Introduction 201
Membership and mastery of language 202
Half-membership status 204
Reflexively accountable communication 207

Early self-reference and membership categorisation 211
Membership categories, role status and rights 214
Competencies and membership categorisation 217

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter
More information
Contents ix
Reflexivity, accountability and subject positioning through membership
categorisation 221
Concluding comments 225
12 Discourses of the self and early social relations 227
Introduction 227
Analysis examples 229
Monitoring the discourses of the self: orienting to third-person reference 240
Discourse of the self, identification and captivation (by/of) the image 244
Concluding comments 255
13 Social practice and psychological affect 257
Appendix 268
References 270
Index 282

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter
More information
Figures and table
Figures
5.1 Adjacency pair greeting page 69
6.1 Dimensions of analyst involvement 86
6.2(a) Ella aged 1 year 1 month; (b) Ella aged 3 years 3 months 95
6.3 A screen shot of the CHILDES resource 98
6.4 Instructions for access and viewing recordings 99
10.1 Ella and her toy creature’s house 179
11.1 Ella’s frozen-mouth ‘gesture’ 216
11.2 Teasing and playing with the camera 221
12.1 Pronoun forms during the early years 235
12.2 (a—j) Encountering the self-image 248
12.3 (a—0) Playing with self-images 252
Table
7.1 The incidence of self and other-repair 110
X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

Extracts

5.1 Hindenburg disaster radio commentary: Herbert Morrison,

May 1937 page 75

5.2 Phone call to emergency service 77
5.3 Charlotte Green radio commentary — radio 4 (BBC-UK) 80
6.1 1 year 10 months 101
7.1 1 year 4 months 111
7.2 1 year 8 months 112
7.3 1 year 8 months 114
7.4 2 years 1 month 117
7.5 2 years 5 months 119
7.6 2 years 5 months 121
7.7 2 years 9 months 122
7.8 3 years 5 months 124
8.1 1 year 6 months 132
8.2(1) 2 years 4 months 135
8.2(i1) 2 years 4 months 138
8.3 2 years 9 months 140
8.4 3 years 4 months 143
8.5(1) 2 years 1 month 147
8.5(11) 2 years 1 month 148
8.5(iii) 2 years 1 month 150
9.1 3 years 2 months 157
9.2 1 year 5 months 159
9.3 1 year 8 months 160
9.4 1 year 9 months 162
9.5 2 years 1 month 164
9.6 2 years 5 months 166
9.7 2 years 5 months 168
9.8(i) 2 years 10 months 171
9.8(ii) 2 years 10 months 172
10.1 2 years 6 months 180
10.2 2 years 6 months 183

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter
More information

Xii List of extracts
10.3(1) 2 years 6 months 186
10.3(ii) 2 years 6 months 188
10.3(iii) 2 years 6 months 191
10.4(1) 2 years 194
10.4(ii) 2 years 196
10.4(iii) 2 years 198
11.1 1 year 2 months 205
11.2 1 year 2 months 208
11.3 1 year 7 months 212
11.4 2 years 215
11.5 2 years 3 months 218
11.6 2 years 4 months 223
12.1 1 year 1 month 230
12.2 1 year 8§ months 237
12.3 1 year 7 months 238
12.4 1 year 8 months 239
12.5 1 year 10 months 241
12.6 2 years 8 months 243
12.7 3 years 3 months 246
12.8 3 years 3 months 250

Extracts 6.1 through to Extract 12.8 are available at http://childes.psy.cmu.edu/
browser/index.php?url=Eng-UK/Forrester/ with specific file and line numbers
for clips highlighted at the start of each extract.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107044685
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-04468-5 - Early Social Interaction: A Case Comparison of Developmental Pragmatics
and Psychoanalytic Theory

Michael A. Forrester

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

This book brings together various threads of the research work I have been
involved with over a number of years. This research is based on a longitudinal
video recorded study of one of my daughters as she was learning how to talk. The
impetus for engaging in this work arose from a sense that within developmental
psychology and child language, when people are interested in understanding
how children use language, they seem over-focused or concerned with questions
of formal grammar and semantics. My interest is on understanding how a
child learns to talk and through this process is then understood as being or
becoming a member of a culture. When a young child is learning how to
engage in everyday interaction she has to acquire those competencies that
allow her to be simultaneously oriented to the conventions that inform talk-in-
interaction and at the same time deal with the emotional or affective dimensions
of her experience. It turns out that in developmental psychology these domains
are traditionally studied separately or at least by researchers whose interests
rarely overlap. In order to understand better early social relations (parent—child
interaction), I want to pursue the idea that we will benefit by studying both
early pragmatic development and emotional development. Not surprisingly,
the theoretical positions underlying the study of these domains provide very
different accounts of human development and this book illuminates why this
might be the case. What follows will I hope serve as a case-study on the
interdependence between the analysis of social interaction and subsequent
interpretation.
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