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abject, abjection, 97, 104
Aegyptus (sons of), transgressive, 194, 196—7
Aeschines, pure spaces in, 182
Aeschylus
Erinyes in, 123—4, 129, 136, 138
‘father of tragedy’, 140
reperformance of, 140
Agamemnon
and dike, 117
polluted, 121
agora, and purity, 1801
agos, 20, 67, 102
anthropology (structural), 1, 6, 75, 87
see Douglas, Mary
Aphrodite, 23, 445
as literary construct, 46
Apis, purifying Argos, 1913
Apollo
authority of, 154~
oracle of, see oracle: Delphi, announcing
pollution; oracle: Delphi, as place of
knowledge
purity of, 222-3, 229, 230-1
responsible for matricide, 144
temple of, see Delphi: temple of Apollo
‘transgressive’, 2301
appearance vs. reality, 35-6, 44, 127, 142
apragmosyne, of Ion, 2345
archons, wearing crowns, 175
Arctinus of Miletus, 2
Areopagus, 118, 119, 1301, 132-3, 137
Argos
as defined space, 189—90
purity of, 191-3, 203—4
Ariadne, 26
Aristophanes
Athens and festivals in, 1756
socio-political community in, 177
Aristotle
[Ps.], ethnic purity in, 184

catharsis, 3—4, 238

on tragedy, 7
Artemis, 44—5

and human sacrifice, 151, 158

as literary construct, 46
Athena

and dike, 1312

and Orestes’ purity, 137

and stability, 130

authority of, 154—6

intervening in Orestes’ favour, 132, 1556, 170
Athens

assimilation of ritual and legal status, 11415

and Athenian identity, 21521, 240-1

body politic, rro-11

law and legal discourse, 79, 81—

and otherness, 236—7

pure, 30, 219-20, 241

pure spaces in, 180—2

language used to refer to, 182

purity of, problematic, 235-7
audience involvement, 578, 241
autochthony, 184, 216-17

blood, and pollution, 65, 125—7
body
in Athens, 1o-11
and body politic, 109-10
in S. Ant., 111-13
vs. mind, 44
body (female)
as bounded space, 188—9
in Hippocratic medicine, 41
impure, 34
as ‘map of conflict’, 40
see also Danaids: purity of; Danaids: and
transgression
boundaries
and the body (politic), 109-10, 11213
and civic space, 88—90, 91, 93—4
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boundaries (Cont.)
(not) infringed, 85—6, 88—9, 196—7, 218-19,
226—7, 2301
demarcating space, 188—90
and purity/pollution, 192-3, 195, 226—7
relation to, of Ion, 226—7, 233—5
burial, Athens vs. S. Ant., 91—
Burkert, Walter, 55, 173

Cambridge ritualists, §
categorisation, see anthropology (structural);
Oedipus: beyond ritual categories;
pollution: and categorisation
cathartic offerings, 54—
causation
and character, 32—9
as fiction, 46
and inherited evil, 25-8
and medicine/the female body, 39—44
polyphony of causation models, 45-6
as provocation, 44—6
rationalising accounts of, 21-3
and ritual transgression, 28—32
Cecrops, otherness of, 236
chastity, see hagnos
circambulation, 181-2, 244
citizenship
and purity, 184—5
in Eur. Jon, 21920
Periclean citizenship law, 184—s, 219, 237
Clytemnestra
covered in blood, 126, 127
and dike, 1718, 120
Euripidean, resembling Aeschylean
Agamemnon, 141
polluted, as pollution, 62, 121, 122, 123
conscience, 143, 144
contagion, 34—, 82—4
coping, with misfortune, 48, 545, 69, 71-2, 73
corpses, ‘choreography’ of, in S. Ant., 105—8
Creon
and boundaries, 88—90, 91, 967
on gender differentiation, 90, 100, 101
and law, 88—9
naming pollution, significance of, 97
and ‘steadfast minds’, 99-100, 101
and ‘straightness’, 90-1, 98, 111-12
and transgression, 88-9, 93, 96—7, 105
Creusa
‘in-born’, 217
rape of, 2301
crisis
as ‘difficult situation’, 9
‘embedded’, and pollution, 9-10, 13
‘embedded’, defined, 8

Danaids
as astoxenoi, 200—1
integration of, into Argos, 198—201
purity of, 194—6, 197, 204
shunning marriage, 193—4
and transgression, 196—7
see also virginity
defloration, 31
Delphi
as place of knowledge, 52
as setting in Eur. Jon, 240
temple of Apollo, 2212, 230, 240-1, 2423
deme, purified, 92, 177, 244
Demosthenes
burial in, 92
ethnic purity in, 184—5
exclusion of (polluted) murderer in, 177
exile of homicide in, 69
overlap of legal and ritual status in, 11415
religious identity in, 175
desire, and pollution, 37
deus ex machina, 154, 155
dike, 129
and evaluation, 117-21
important in the Oresteia, 115-16
and pollution, 122—s, 1345
between revenge justice and wider justice,
11921, 124—5
and stability, 129, 1313
Dionysia, 1, 244
Dionysus, 86
disease, symptoms of, 40-1, 42, 53
Dodds, E. R., 122
Douglas, Mary, 6, 10-13, 75, 87, 245
critique of, 11-13
Draco, 115

edict of excommunication, 59, 601, 177-8
ekdemos, 37-8, 172
Electra

and dike, 118, 121

feigning pollution, 142

recognising Orestes, 141
ephebic oath, 82
Erinyes

in Aeschylus, 1234, 129, 136, 138

in Euripides, 143, 148—9, 155

outside of tragedy, 123
Eros, 94, 101
Eteocles, see fratricide, and category-confusion
ethnicity, 182—5, 2001, see also autochthony;

purity: ethnic; self and other

etymology

Areopagus, 130

see also wordplay

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107044463
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-04446-3 — Pollution and Crisis in Greek Tragedy
Fabian Meinel

Index

More Information

General index 275
Euripides identity
Erinyes in, 143, 1489, 155 in A. Supp

gods in, 445, 46, 154—6
irony in, see irony: in Euripides
myth in, 162—4, 213
self-reference in, see self-reference
Eurydice, death of, 107-8
exclusion
of outsiders from Athens, 217-19, 236—7
of (polluted) murderer, 177-8
exile, 36, 37-8
as (part of) purification, 69—70

festivals, 1756
fratricide and category-confusion, 98—9

gender, differentiation, 90, 100, 101
Girard, René, 4-5, 12
gods
in Euripides, 44—, 1546
as literary constructs (in Eur.), 46
in Sophocles, 93—4
not reached by pollution, 103—4
Goldhill, Simon, 119, 125

hagniza, 149, 150
hagnos
anhagnos, 67, 117
as chastity and/or virginity, 33, 1946, 197
between chastity/virginity and wider ritual
purity, 335
redefinition, from virginity to another
hagneia, 204
as (wider ritual) purity, 27, 136, 144
see also virginity
Heracles, as ‘purifier’, 172—3
Herodotus
and causation, 18, 22
on ethnic purity, 183—4
Hippocratic medicine
as diagnostic system, 53
in Eur. Hipp., 39—40, 413
female physiology in, 41
medical language/imagery in S. OT, 523
vs. religious models of causation, 21—2
Hippolytus
‘excessive/uncivic’, 38—9
hagnos, 33, 34—5
on inherited evil, 26, 27
path towards doom, 35-6
historiography, causation in, 22—3
Homer
silence on murder and death pollution, 2
and spatial demarcation, 178—9
stability of civic institutions in, 74—

Argos, 190, 1913, 203—4
Danaids, 193-6, 198—201, 204
civic, and ethnic purity, 182—s, see also
identity: in Eur. Jon: Athens
civic and religious, 176
civic, and ritual purity, 180—2, see also identity:
in A. Supp.: Argos
in Eur. lon
Apollo, 2301
Athens, 214, 215-21, 240—1
clarified identity, 238—9
ITon, 223-8, 2315
in S. OC, 206
incest, 56, 63, 66, 88, 172, 206, 207
inherited evil
in Eur. Hipp., 25-8
and pollution, 26—7
initiation (rites of), and space, 179-80
integration
of Danaids into Argos, 198—201
through purification, 71, 177
interpretation, see causation; understanding: of
misfortune
Ion
‘apolitical’, 234—5
as male virgin, 233—4
‘non-identity’, 232
purity of, 223-8, 231—4, 236
ethnic, 228—9
Iphigenia
as actress, 168—9
letter of, and its significance, 1667
mock-purification, 159—61, 168—70
as playwright, 168-9, 170
on pollution, 158—9
ritual role in Eur. /7, 150
sacrifice of, 117, 121
irony
in Euripides, 35-7, 42, 44, 45, 152,
236—7
in Sophocles, 57-62, 63—4, 66
Ismene, juxtaposing ‘oneness’ and ‘twoness’, 99

katharmos, 32, 54, 145
katharos, 159, 184—s, 209, 238—9
kélis, 26, 67, 68, 209—10

law
discourse about, 80—2
monumentalised, significance of, 80
physical appearance of, 78—9
in S. Ant., 85, 88—9
and stability, 76-82
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law (Cont.) oracle
written, first appearance of in archaeological Delphi, announcing pollution, 52, 62—3
record, 2, 78 Delphi, as place of knowledge, s1—2
written, significance of, 79-80 Dodona, and pollution, 18-19
legal and ritual status, overlap, 114-15, and pollution, 28
122 Orestes
liminal, liminality, 21112 in Aeschylus
see also margins, marginal, marginalicy and dike, 118, 124—5
literature and religion, 5 polluted, 121, 134
lustral basins purified, 136
and civic space, 2, 181, 182 purity in Athens, 1367, 138
in Eur. lon, 226-8 in Euripides
purified, 142
madness ritual status of, 143—4, 156, 157, 158—9
of Cleomenes, 22 sick, mad, 143, 160
of Orestes 143, 160 see also release (of Orestes)
margins, marginal, marginality, 17, 97, orthos, 53, 90—1, 98, III-12
98, 104, 105, 106, 107, 174, Osborne, Robin, 6, 12
179-80, 187, 199, 200, 221, 223,
233 Padel, Ruth, 34, 43
see also liminal, liminality pagos, pegnumi, 131
matricide Parker, Robert, 3, 4, 5—6, 115, 245
resulting in pollution, 121 parricide, 56, 63, 66, 88, 206, 207, 209
uncivic, 172 Parthenon, 240-1
(un)just, 118, 124—5, 132 Pasiphae, 26
metamythology, 163—4 Pelasgus, see Argos
see self-reference performance, of identity, 225
miaros, 101 perixtiarfhoi, 1, 244
miasma terminology Phaedra
absent and/or replaced by imprecise chastity of, 31
terminology, 105-8 disease, 401
in S. Ant., 96, 98-104 ‘excessive/uncivic’, 378
in S. OC, imprecision of, 209—11 hagnos, 33—4
in S. OT, 58—64, 66 miasma of the mind, 267, 34-5, 43—4
absent and/or replaced by imprecise passion as family curse/inherited evil,
terminology, 66-8 25—6
myth suicide, 30, 32
in Eur. /7, see metamythology phren, 43
innovations of, 54, 162, 213 see also pollution: of the mind
of foundation, 1912 plague
of Athens, 21
New Criticism, § of Thebes, 47, 523, 72—3
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 5, 140 Plato, Delian embassy in, 29-30
Pnyx, and purity, 181—2
Ocdipus polis
asserting identity, 56 development of, and space, 178—9
beyond coping, 71—2 important in S. Ant., 84—
beyond ritual categories, 209-11 rise of, and pollution, 2-3
inside and outside, 208 symbolic topography of, 179-82
‘Know-Foot’, 56 pollution
(not) known to the audience, 57-8 attaching meaning, 114, 1212
(not) comprehended through concept of and categorisation, 10-12, 75, 87, 98—101I,
miasma, 63—, 66-8 104
‘other’, 207 and desire, 37
self-blinding, 701 and dike, 1225, 134—5
‘Swollen-Foot’, 57 and ‘embedded crises’, 910, 13
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‘external’, 65, 116, 125—7, 142 and intellectual clarity, 238—9

and the female body, 34 of Ion, 223—9, 2314, 236

and guilg, 125 of space, and identity, 1802, 1913, 1946,

and inherited evil, 26—7 202, 208

(in)visibility of, 64— see also hagnos

limited, defined, 83—4, 1012, 103—4 Pythia, and Ion’s identity, 225

marking ‘difficult situations’, 9

miasma (not) providing understanding of rape, 230—1

Oecdipus, 63-5, 66-8 release (of Orestes)

of the mind, 267, 34-5, 434, 144 in Aeschylus

multifaceted, 245 important topic, 135

named, 97 purification rejected, 136—9

nameless, 96, 105-8 in Euripides

and otherness, 192—3, 199—200, 201 ‘illusionary’, 160-1

and person, distinction between, 62 rewritten in dialogue with Aeschylus,

in sacred laws, 9 169—71

and social exclusion, 177-8 scripted, 166—9

as system of explanation, 19—20, 52—4 structure of, 1512

and tragedy, relation between, 3, 245-6 uncertain, 154—6

transgressive, 75, 82—4, 96, 105—8 religion

ubiquitous in tragedy, 1—2 as ‘system of explanation’, 19
Polyneices

corpse of, 95—6, 108—9, 112—13 sacred and secular, 175-6

corpse of, differentiation friend vs. foe, 105 sacred laws

corpse of, location, significance of, 104—5 Cyrene cathartic law, 9, 69, 83, 137

corpse, symbolic significance of, 109, 112-13 Tulis (Keos), 9, 83

pollution emanating from corpse, 96 Kleonai, 9
polyphony Selinous, 137-8, 177

of causation models in Eur. Hipp., 45—6 sacrifice

of voices representing Athens (in Eur. /on), as part of purificatory process, 177

216 human, purificatory, 134, 149-s1

processions, and purity, 180 self and other, 174, 186, 192-3, 199, 2056, 207,
prophetic voices, important in S. O7, 623 212, 236—7
purification self-reference, 161, 166—71, 2413

of the assembly, 181—2 see also metamythology

by blood, 136 sexual purity, see hagnos

of the city, 30, 69 sexuality

as ‘civilising’ act, 1723, 1913 and eating habits, 33

corrupt, 32, 71 important in Eur. Hipp., 33—4

of the deme, 92, 177, 244 ‘sharing lustral water’, 1767

first recorded, 2 sophia, poetic, 162

futile, 713 Sophocles

‘illusionary’, 159—61 gods in, see gods: in Sophocles

as means of coping, 54— irony in, see irony: in Sophocles

not enacted, 72—3 oT

as precondition for release, 136-7, 138, 152 comparable to fugue, 49

and social inclusion, 71, 177 end of, 72, 73

of the theatre, 1, 244 space

through death, 133—4, 14951 in A. Supp

see also release (of Orestes) Argos, 189—90, 1913
purity Danaids, 188—9, 194-6, 197, 198—9

of Apollo, 222-3, 229, 230-1 overlaps, 1901, 202

of Argos, 191-3, 203—4 sacred, 190

in Athens, Athenian, 1802, 235-7, 241 in Athens

of Danaids, 194-6, 197, 204 pure, 180—2

ethnic, 182—s, 214, 219—20 semantisation of, 17982
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space, (cont.)
civic, defined, 75
in Eur. Jon
Athens, 218-19
Ion, 2257
temple of Apollo, 221—2
in S. Ant,
civic, 88-91, 93—5
in S. OC, 206
purity of; and identity, 208
see also boundaries; transgression
sphagion, sphagia, 107-8
stability
as central theme in the Oresteia, 12833
in Homer, 74—5
important for the civic community, 74—
and law, 76-82
and pollution (general), 75, 82—4
in S. Ant., see boundaries; pollution: and
categorisation; pollution: limited,

defined; pollution: named; pollution:

nameless; pollution: transgressive;

corpses transgressing, 105—8

and Creon, 88—9, 93, 96—7, 105

and Oedipus, 207

pollution transgressive, 75, 82—4, 96

(various) boundaries transgressed, 85—6, 88—9,
196—7, 218, 226, 2301

Zeus not impaired by, 93

transmission (of pollution), through words, 35

see also contagion

understanding of misfortune, 18—20

characters struggling for, 23—4, 25-6, 456,
50-2

provided by concept of pollution, 19—20,
524

relating to Oedipus, 47, 56-8, 65-8

Valeri, Valerio, 11-12
virginity

correlated to sacred space, 193—7, 198-9,
2245
and pollution, 199—200

transgression problematic, 187, 198, 233—4
strangulation redefinition, from virginity to another
as virginal death, 31 hagneia, 204
suicide virginal body as ‘walled’ space, 188—9

and ritual disruption, 30
as ‘purification’, 32, 107-8
suppliant drama, 186—7 wandering womb, 41
supplication, 137-8 Whitman, Cedric, 238
symptoms, see disease, symptoms of women
importance of, in Jon, 220-1
theoria, see Theseus ‘porous’, 37
Theseus see also gender, differentiation; body (female)
ekdemos, 37-8 word play, 31-2, 51-2, 56, 57
on inherited evil, 26 Wright, Matthew, 147, 163
not caring about pollution, 211 writing
theoria, 28—30 and law, 79-80
Thesmophoria, 33 and scripted performance, 166—7
Thucydides, and causation, 22—3
Tiresias Xenophon
naming pollution, 59, 63, 66 burial of traitor in, 92
not naming pollution, 96, 97 religious identity in, 176
tithemi, 81, 88, 128, 129 Xuthus, as foreigner, 216, 217

walls, 74, 76-7, 179

tragedy
definitions of, 7-8 Zeitlin, Froma, 40, 134, 228
Eur. IT as ‘tragic’, 145—7 Zeus

and pollution, relation between, 3, 245—6 and justice, 129
text and context, 13-15 and transgression, 93
transgression union with Io, 187, 188, 194,

corpse of Polyneices, trangressive, 11213 196
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