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general editor: Brian Gibbons, University of Münster
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From the publication of the first volumes in 1984, the General Editor of the New Cambridge
Shakespeare was Philip Brockbank and the Associate General Editors were Brian Gibbons and
Robin Hood. From 1990 to 1994, the General Editor was Brian Gibbons and the Associate
General Editors were A. R. Braunmuller and Robin Hood.

THE FIRST QUARTO OF THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR

The First Quarto of The Merry Wives of Windsor is the most fascinatingly problematic of all
the early Shakespearean texts. Was it an authorial first draft? Or a cut-down version of the
better-known Folio text designed for acting? Or a text put together from faulty actors’
memories? Or a reported text assembled by notetakers from attendance at the theatre? None
of these theories, though advanced and interrogated for the last 250 years, is totally convincing.
The Introduction to this edition explores the various attempts to make sense of the short version
of the play, demonstrating the ways in which preferences for one theory or another reflect the
changes in editorial theory and fashion over the centuries. The modernised text and its
commentary enable the reader to enter into this ongoing and endlessly intriguing debate.
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THE NEW CAMBRIDGE SHAKESPEARE
THE EARLY QUARTOS

There is no avoiding edited Shakespeare, the question is only what kind of editing. A
Shakespeare play first assumed material form as the author’s bundle of manuscript
sheets. The company of players required a manuscript fair copy of the play (apart from
the individual actors’ parts). Into the fair copy were entered playhouse changes, and
the bookholder used it during each performance. However, none of Shakespeare’s
plays survives in contemporary manuscript form. There is one passage in the manu-
script of Sir Thomas More by HandDwhich has been ascribed to Shakespeare himself,
but this attribution remains in serious dispute. In short, there is no direct access to
Shakespeare’s play-manuscripts – there is only print, and this implies editing, since
the first printed versions of Shakespeare were mediated by compositors and proof-
readers at least, and sometimes also by revisers, bookholders, editors, censors and
scribes. The first printers used either the author’s or a playhouse manuscript or some
combination of the two, although for several plays they used a scribal transcript by
Ralph Crane, who is known to have habitually effaced and altered his copy.

There are certain quartos which are abbreviated, apparently because they are
reported texts or derive from playhouse adaptation. These early quartos are not chosen
as copy-texts for modern critical editions and are not readily available, though indis-
pensable to advanced students of Shakespeare and of textual bibliography. Alongside
the standard volumes in the New Cambridge Shakespeare, editions of selected quarto
texts are published in critical, modern-spelling form.

While the advanced textual scholar must work either with the rare, actual copies of
the earliest printed editions, or with photo-facsimiles of them, there is more general
interest in these texts and hence a need to present them in a form that makes them
more generally accessible, a form that provides the most up-to-date and expert
scholarship and engages with the key issues of how these texts differ from other quarto
versions and from the First Folio, and to what effect. These are the precise aims of
New Cambridge Shakespeare quartos.

Each volume presents, with the text and collation, an introductory essay about the
Quarto text, its printing and the nature of its differences from the other early printed
versions. There is discussion of scholarly hypotheses about its nature and provenance,
including its theatrical provenance, where that issue is appropriate. The accompany-
ing notes address textual, theatrical and staging questions, following the spacious and
handsome format of the New Cambridge Shakespeare.

b r i a n g i b b o n s

General Editor

www.cambridge.org/9781107044098
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04409-8 — The First Quarto of ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor'
Edited by David Lindley 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

‘Mistress Ford, the modest woman, Mistress Ford, the virtuous woman, she that hath the jealous fool to her
husband!’ Dr Caius (Conner Limbaugh), Mistress Ford (Kallen Alsdorf), Master Ford (Isaiah Johnson),
Servant (Bri Clemens) and Master Page (Joey Hoffman), Lord Denney’s Players, Ohio State University,
2018. Photograph by Clara Davison.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified
slightly from that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of
Shakespeare are abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Orgel, Bevington) unless
they are the work of more than one editor. In such cases, an abbreviated series name is
used (Cam., Ard3). When more than one edition by the same editor is cited, later
editions are discriminated with a raised figure (Rowe2). Quotations from and line
references to the modern edition of The Merry Wives of Windsor are to David Crane’s
edition in the New Cambridge Shakespeare. Books and articles referred to once in the
Introduction or the commentary are cited there in full; those to which more frequent
reference is made are listed below.

1. Shakespeare’s Works

Ado Much Ado About Nothing

Ant. Antony and Cleopatra

AWW All’s Well That Ends Well

AYLI As You Like It

Cor. Coriolanus

Cym. Cymbeline

Err. The Comedy of Errors

Ham. Hamlet

1H4 The First Part of King Henry the Fourth

2H4 The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth

H5 King Henry the Fifth

1H6 The First Part of King Henry the Sixth

2H6 The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth

3H6 The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth

H8 King Henry the Eighth

JC Julius Caesar

John King John

Lear King Lear

LLL Love’s Labour’s Lost

Luc. The Rape of Lucrece

Mac. Macbeth

MM Measure for Measure

MND A Midsummer Night’s Dream

MV The Merchant of Venice

Oth. Othello

Per. Pericles

PP The Passionate Pilgrim

R2 King Richard the Second

R3 King Richard the Third

Rom. Romeo and Juliet

x
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Shr. The Taming of the Shrew

Son. The Sonnets

STM Sir Thomas More

Temp. The Tempest

TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Tim. Timon of Athens

Tit. Titus Andronicus

TN Twelfth Night

TNK Two Noble Kinsmen

Tro. Troilus and Cressida

Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor

WT The Winter’s Tale
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