
RELIGIOUS NETWORKS IN THE
ROMAN EMPIRE

The Spread of New Ideas

The first three centuries ad saw the spread of new religious ideas
through the Roman Empire, crossing a vast and diverse geographi-
cal, social, and cultural space. In this innovative study, Anna Collar
examines both how this happened, and why. Drawing on research
in the sociology and anthropology of religion, physics and computer
science, Collar examines the relationship between social networks
and religious transmission to explore why some religious movements
succeed, while others, seemingly equally successful at a certain time,
ultimately fail. Using extensive epigraphic data, Collar provides new
interpretations of the diffusion of ideas across the social networks of
the Jewish Diaspora and the cults of Jupiter Dolichenus and Theos
Hypsistos, and in turn offers important reappraisals of the spread of
religious innovations in the Roman Empire. This study will be a valu-
able resource for students and scholars of ancient history, archaeology,
ancient religion and network theory.

anna collar is Fellow of the McDonald Institute for Archaeo-
logical Research at the University of Cambridge, and has published
articles in Mediterranean Historical Review, Asia Minor Studien, Iup-
piter Dolichenus (Habelt), and Network Analysis and Archaeology.
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