
A LINGUISTIC HISTORY OF ANCIENT CYPRUS

This pioneering volume approaches the languages and scripts of ancient Cyprus
from an interdisciplinary point of view, with a primarily linguistic and epigraphic
approach supplemented by a consideration of their historical and cultural context.
The focus is on furthering our knowledge of the non-Greek languages/scripts, as
well as appreciating their place in relation to the much better understood Greek
language on the island. Following on from recent advances in Cypro-Minoan
studies, these difficult, mostly Late Bronze Age inscriptions are reassessed from
first principles. The same approach is taken for non-Greek languages written in the
Cypriot Syllabic script during the first millennium bc, chiefly the one usually
referred to as Eteocypriot. The final section is then dedicated to the Phoenician
language, which was in use on Cyprus for some hundreds of years. The result is a
careful reappraisal of these languages/scripts after more than a century of some-
times controversial scholarship.

philippa m. steele is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow based in the
Faculty of Classics, Cambridge, a Fellow of Magdalene College and Director of
Studies in Classics at Wolfson College. As the Evans-Pritchard Lecturer at All
Souls College, Oxford, in 2013–14, she is speaking on the theme of ‘Society
and Writing in Ancient Cyprus’. She is also editor of Syllabic Writing on Cyprus
and its Context (2013).
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and Sznycer 1972, pp. 13–20.
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1972, pp. 102–4.

Ph 4 pottery fragment, Salamis, ninth century – Pouilloux,
Roesch, and Marcillet-Jaubert 1987, p. 9 (A).

Ph 5 pottery bowl fragments, c. 800/750 –Yon 2004 no. 1100.
Ph 6 bronze bowl fragments, Limassol/Amathus?, eighth

century –CIS 1 5,KAI 310, O.Masson and Sznycer 1972,
pp. 77–8, Yon 2004 no. 34.

Ph 7 marble statue base, Idalion, 254 – CIS 1 93.
Ph 8 stone statuette base, Larnax tes Lapethou, 274 –

Honeyman 1940, Van den Branden 1964.
Ph 9 marble block, Larnax tes Lapethou, fourth century –

Honeyman 1938, Sznycer 1988.
Ph 10 Phoenician/Cypriot Syllabic bilingual stone

‘window’, Kourion, seventh century – ICS 183k,
Egetmeyer 2010a vol. ii Kourion 20, O. Masson and
Sznycer 1972, p. 91.
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Idalion, fourth century – ICS 220, Egetmeyer 2010a
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Ph 13 Phoenician/Greek (syllabic) bilingual statuette base,
Tamassos, c. 362 – ICS 215, Egetmeyer 2010a vol. ii
Tamassos 2.

Ph 14 Phoenician/Cypriot Syllabic digraphic bone rings,
Salamis?, date unknown – O. Masson and Sznycer 1972,
pp. 125–7, Egetmeyer 2010a vol. ii Salamis 6, Perna in
press.
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c. 300 – Yon 2004 nos. 1066 (Phoenician half) and 2068
(Greek half).
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commemoration, Larnax tes Lapethou, 312/1 or
c. 295 – CIS 1 95, KAI 42, SEG 38 (1988), no. 1526,
p. 469.

Ph 17 stele, Kition, date unknown – CIS 1 58, Yon 2004
no. 1033.

Ph 18 stele, Kition, date unknown – CIS 1 60, Yon 2004
no. 1035.
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