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About one-third of the world’s population currently lives under pluri-
legal systems where governments hold individuals subject to the purview
of ethno-religious rather than national norms in respect of family law.
How does the state enforcement of these religious family laws impact
fundamental rights and liberties? What resistance strategies do people
employ in order to overcome the disabilities and limitations these reli-
gious laws impose upon their rights? Using archival research, court
observations and interviews with individuals from three countries,
Yiiksel Sezgin shows that governments have often intervened in order
to impress a particular image of subjectivity upon a society, while people
have constantly challenged the interpretive monopoly of courts and
state-sanctioned religious institutions, renegotiated their rights and
duties under the law and changed the system from within. He also
identifies key lessons and best practices for the integration of universal
human rights principles into religious legal systems.

YUKSEL SEZGIN is an assistant professor of Political Science at Maxwell
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, where his
research and teaching interests include legal pluralism, informal justice
systems, comparative religious law and human and women’s rights in the

context of the Middle East, South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Bu kitap, gozlerimi diinyaya actigim ilk andan itibaren beni siirekli bir bilim ve
diisiin adami olma yolunda tesvik eden ve bu amag ugruna hicbir fedakarliktan
kagmmayan, anne ve babam

Seving ve I brahim Sezgin,
uzun yillar énce zeytin agaclarn ve mavi dalgalar iilkesinde asik oldugum,
giiliistiyle diinyamu aydimlatan biricik hayat arkadasym, her daim ilham
kaynagm
Gokge Doganay Sexgin
ve

hayatmmn ilk iki senesinde, belki de bana en fazla ihtiya¢ duydugu anda,
kendisinden caldygim giinler ve haftalar ile bu kitabr yazdigrm canim oglum

Derin Ege Sezgin’e

sevgi ve minnetle atfolunmustur.

§
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my one and only partner in life whom I fell in love with in the land of olive trees
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smile that brightens my world

Gokge Doganay Sezxgin
and my son, Derin Ege Sezgin

to whom I still owe the days and weeks I stole from him to write this book
during his first two years in life when he probably needed me the most.
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