
domestic politics and international
human rights tribunals

International politics has become increasingly legalized over the past fifty years, restruc-
turing the way that states interact with each other, with international institutions, and
even with their own constituents. Perhaps the area subjected to the most intense
restructuring has been human rights. The rise of the international legalization of
human rights now makes it possible for individual constituents to make human rights
claims against their governments at international courts such as the European and Inter-
American Courts of Human Rights. This book brings together theories of compliance
from international law, human rights, and international relations to explain the increas-
ingly important phenomenon of states’ compliance with human rights tribunals’ rulings.
The central argument of the book is that compliance with international human rights
tribunals’ rulings is an inherently domestic affair. It posits three overarching questions:
first, why do states comply with human rights tribunals’ rulings? Second, how does the
compliance process unfold, and what are the domestic political considerations around
compliance? Third, what effect does compliance have on the protection of human
rights? This book answers these questions through a combination of quantitative analyses
and in-depth case studies from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Italy, Portugal, Russia, and
the United Kingdom.

Dr. Courtney Hillebrecht is an assistant professor in the Department of Political
Science at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. Her research focuses on human rights,
international relations, and international law. Hillebrecht’s work has been published in
Human Rights Quarterly,Human Rights Review, The Journal of Human Rights Practice,
and Foreign Policy Analysis. She is the editor of a forthcoming volume on states’
responses to human security crises and is beginning work on a new project on the effect
of international criminal accountability on ongoing violence.
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and private international law and comparative law. Although these are distinct legal
subdisciplines, developments since 1946 confirm their interrelations.

Comparative law is increasingly used as a tool in themaking of law at national, regional,
and international levels. Private international law is now often affected by international
conventions, and the issues faced by classical conflicts rules are frequently dealt with
by substantive harmonization of law under international auspices. Mixed international
arbitrations, especially those involving state economic activity, raise mixed questions of
public and private international law, whereas in many fields (such as the protection of
human rights and democratic standards, investment guarantees, and international crimi-
nal law) international and national systems interact. National constitutional arrangements
relating to “foreign affairs” and to the implementation of international norms are a focus
of attention.
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focusing on the new approaches to international or comparative law or conflicts of law.
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