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 From these predecessors I learned that the right to heap immoder-

ate lyrical praise on Istanbul’s beauties belongs only to those who no 

longer live there, and not without some guilt: for the writer who talks 

of the city’s ruins and melancholy is never unaware of the ghostly 

light that shines down on his life. 

 Pamuk 2006: 57    
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 XXII    Ş   eyh Murat Mesci̇di̇ 
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