
   Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and 
Brain Sciences 

  In recent years, a growing number of scientifi c careers have been 
brought down by scientists’ failure to satisfactorily confront ethical 
challenges. Scientists need to learn early on what constitutes acceptable 
ethical behavior in their professions.  Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral 
and Brain Sciences  encourages readers to engage in discussions of the 
diverse ethical challenges encountered by behavioral and brain scien-
tists. The goal is to allow scientists to refl ect on ethical issues before 
potentially confronting them. Each chapter is authored by a prominent 
scientist in the fi eld, who describes a dilemma, how it was resolved, 
and what the scientist would do differently if confronted with the situ-
ation again. 
  Featuring commentary throughout and a culmination of opinions and 
experiences shared by leaders in the fi eld, this book has as its goal not 
to provide “correct” answers to real-world ethical challenges; instead, 
authors pose the challenges, discuss their experiences and viewpoints on 
them, and speculate on alternative reactions to the issues. The fi rsthand 
insights shared throughout the book will provide an important basis for 
refl ection among students and professionals on how to resolve the kinds 
of ethical challenges they may face in their own careers. 

 Robert J. Sternberg is past president of the Federation of Associations 
in Behavioral and Brain Sciences. He has been a professor at Yale 
University, Tufts University, Oklahoma State University, and the 
University of Wyoming and is currently a professor at Cornell University. 
He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 
National Academy of Education and a former president of the American 
Psychological Association. 

 Susan T. Fiske is president of the Federation of Associations in 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences. She has been a professor at Carnegie 
Mellon University and the University of Massachusetts Amherst and 
is currently a professor at Princeton University. She is a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of 
Sciences and a former president of the Association for Psychological 
Science.   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  Ethical Challenges in the 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences 
 Case Studies and Commentaries 

  Edited by 

   Robert J.   Sternberg  
  Cornell University    

   Susan T.   Fiske  
  Princeton University        

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


       32 Avenue of the Americas,  New York, NY  10013-2473, USA   

  Cambridge University Press  is part of the University of Cambridge.   

 It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence. 

  www.cambridge.org  
 Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/9781107671706  

 ©   Cambridge University Press   2015    

  This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
  and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
  no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
  permission of Cambridge University Press.   

 First published  2015  

 Printed in the United States of America  

  A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.  

  Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data   
 Ethical challenges in the behavioral and brain sciences : case studies and 
commentaries / editors, Robert J. Sternberg, Cornell University, 
Susan T. Fiske, Princeton University. 
  pages cm 
 Includes bibliographical references and index. 
 ISBN 978-1-107-03973-5 (hardback) – ISBN 978-1-107-67170-6 (paperback) 
 1. Psychology – Moral and ethical aspects. I. Sternberg, Robert J. 
II. Fiske, Susan T. 
 BF76.4.E8184 2014 
 174′.915–dc23   2014020945 

 ISBN  978-1-107-03973-5  Hardback 
 ISBN  978-1-107-67170-6  Paperback  

  Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or 
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in 
this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, 
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


v

  Contents    

  List of Contributors   page   xi  
  Preface     xv   

   Part I     Academic Cheating    

    1     Beyond the Immediate: Academic Dishonesty     3 
 RICHARD ABRAMS  

    2     Collaboration, Cheating, or Both?     5 
 JANETTE B. BENSON  

    3     Grappling with Student Plagiarism     8 
 SCOTT PLOUS  

    4     Commentary to Part I     11 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part II     Academic Excuses and Fairness    

    5     The Compassionate Instructor Doesn’t Always Award 
Extra Credit     15 
 WILLIAM BUSKIST  

    6     An Ethical Dilemma in Teaching     18 
 EVA DREIKURS FERGUSON  

    7     Attempted Retribution by a Disgruntled Individual     20 
 JOHN HAGEN  

    8     Grading and the “Fairness Doctrine”     22 
 JAMES S. NAIRNE  

    9     Managing and Responding to Requests by Students 
Seeking to Improve Their Achievement-Related Outcomes     25 
 SHARON NELSON-LE GALL AND ELAINE F. JONES  

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contentsvi

    10     Are There Times When Something Is of Greater 
Importance Than the Truth?     28 
 BERNARD WEINER  

    11     Commentary to Part II     31 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part III     Authorship and Credit    

    12     An Ethical Dilemma in Publishing     35 
 LARRY E. BEUTLER  

    13     What Does Authorship Mean?     38 
 DALE C. FARRAN  

    14     The Ethical Use of Published Scales     41 
 DIANE F. HALPERN  

    15     Idea Poaching Behind the Veil of Blind Peer Review     44 
 RICK H. HOYLE  

    16     An Ethical Challenge     48 
 SUSAN KEMPER  

    17     Authorship: Credit Where Credit Is Due     50 
 STEPHEN M. KOSSLYN  

    18     Publication of Student Data When the Student 
Cannot Be Contacted     53 
 PETER F. LOVIBOND  

    19     Ethics in Research: Interactions between Junior and 
Senior Scientists     55 
 GRETA B. RAGLAN, JAY SCHULKIN, AND ANONYMOUS  

    20     Resolving Ethical Lapses in the Non-Publication of 
Dissertations     59 
 MICHAEL C. ROBERTS, SARAH E. BEALS-ERICKSON, 

SPENCER C. EVANS, CATHLEEN ODAR, AND 

KIMBERLY S. CANTER  

    21     Theft     63 
 NAOMI WEISSTEIN  

    22     Claiming the Ownership of Someone Else’s Idea     66 
 DAN ZAKAY  

    23     Commentary to Part III     68 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents vii

  Part IV     Confi dentiality’s Limits    

    24     Ethics in Service     73 
 ROBERT PRENTKY  

    25     Protecting Confi dentiality in a Study of Adolescents’ 
Digital Communication     76 
 MARION K. UNDERWOOD  

    26     Commentary to Part IV     80 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part V     Data Analysis, Reporting, and Sharing    

    27     Clawing Back a Promising Paper     83 
 TERESA M. AMABILE, REGINA CONTI, AND 

HEATHER COON  

    28     When the Data and Theory Don’t Match     85 
 BERTRAM GAWRONSKI  

    29     Desperate Data Analysis by a Desperate Job Candidate     87 
 JONATHAN HAIDT  

    30     Own Your Errors     89 
 DAVID HAMBRICK  

    31     Caution in Data Sharing     91 
 RICHARD L. MORELAND  

    32     The Confl ict Entailed in Using a Post Hoc 
Theory to Organize a Research Report     94 
 THOMAS S. WALLSTEN  

    33     Commentary to Part V     98 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part VI     Designing Research    

    34     Complete or Incomplete, That Is the Question: An Ethics 
Adventure in Experimental Design     101 
 NANCY K. DESS  

    35     “Getting It Right” Can Also Be Wrong     105 
 RONNIE JANOFF-BULMAN  

    36     Commentary to Part VI     108 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contentsviii

  Part VII     Fabricating Data    

    37     Beware the Serial Collaborator     111 
 DAVID C. GEARY  

    38     My Ethical Dilemma     114 
 SCOTT O. LILIENFELD  

    39     Data Not to Trust     119 
 DANIELLE S. MCNAMARA  

    40     When a Research Assistant (Maybe) Fabricates Data     121 
 STEVEN L. NEUBERG  

    41     The Pattern in the Data     124 
 TODD K. SHACKELFORD  

    42     It Is Never as Simple as It Seems: The Wide-Ranging 
Impacts of Ethics Violations     126 
 MICHAEL STRUBE  

    43     Commentary to Part VII     128 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part VIII     Human Subjects    

    44     Ethical Considerations When Conducting Research on 
Children’s Eyewitness Abilities     131 
 KYNDRA C. CLEVELAND AND JODI A. QUAS  

    45     Studying Harm-Doing without Doing Harm: The Case of 
the BBC Prison Study, the Stanford Prison Experiment, 
and the Role-Conformity Model of Tyranny     134 
 S. ALEXANDER HASLAM, STEPHEN D. REICHER, AND 

MARK R. MCDERMOTT  

    46     Observational Research, Prediction, and Ethics: An 
Early-Career Dilemma     140 
 STEPHEN P. HINSHAW  

    47     Should We Tell the Parents? Balancing Science and 
Children’s Needs in a Longitudinal Study     145 
 KATHY HIRSH-PASEK AND MARSHA WEINRAUB  

    48     Ethics in Human Subjects Research in Brazil: Working 
with Victims of Sexual Violence     149 
 SILVIA H. KOLLER AND LUISA F. HABIGZANG  

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents ix

    49     Honesty in Scientifi c Study     153 
 WILLIAM B. SWANN  

    50     Ethically Questionable Research     155 
 WILLIAM VON HIPPEL  

    51     Commentary to Part VIII     157 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part IX     Personnel Decisions    

    52     Culture, Fellowship Opportunities, and Ethical Issues for 
Decision Makers     161 
 RICHARD W. BRISLIN AND VALERIE ROSENBLATT  

    53     Balancing Profession with Ego: The Frailty of Tenure 
Decisions     165 
 P. CHRISTOPHER EARLEY  

    54     Fidelity and Responsibility in Leadership: What Should 
We Expect (of Ourselves)?     167 
 DONALD J. FOSS  

    55     To Thine Own Self Be True     171 
 DAVID TRAFIMOW  

    56     When Things Go Bad     174 
 ROBERT J. VALLERAND  

    57     Commentary to Part IX     177 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

  Part X     Reviewing and Editing    

    58     The Ethics of Repeat Reviewing of Journal Manuscripts     181 
 SUSAN T. FISKE  

    59     Bias in the Review Process     183 
 JOAN G. MILLER  

    60     The Rind et al. Affair: Later Refl ections     186 
 KENNETH J. SHER  

    61     Me, Myself, and a Third Party     191 
 STEVEN K. SHEVELL  

    62     Commentary to Part X     194 
 SUSAN T. FISKE   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contentsx

  Part XI     Science for Hire and Confl ict of Interest    

    63     The Power of Industry (Money) in Infl uencing Science     197 
 K. D. BROWNELL  

    64     The Impact of Personal Expectations and Biases in 
Preparing Expert Testimony     200 
 RAY BULL  

    65     The Fragility of Truth in Expert Testimony     202 
 PHOEBE C. ELLSWORTH  

    66     A Surprising Request from a Grant Monitor     205 
 ROBERT J. STERNBERG  

    67     Whoever Pays the Piper Calls the Tune: A Case of 
Documenting Funding Sources     208 
 HOWARD TENNEN  

    68     How to Protect Scientifi c Integrity under Social and 
Political Pressure: Applied Day-Care Research between 
Science and Policy     212 
 MARINUS H. VAN IJZENDOORN AND HARRIET VERMEER  

    69     Commentary to Part XI     217 
 SUSAN T. FISKE  

  Epilogue: Why Is Ethical Behavior Challenging? A Model of 
Ethical Reasoning     219 
 ROBERT J. STERNBERG     

  Index     227    

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xi

  Contributors   

    RICHARD   ABRAMS ,    Washington University in St. Louis   
   TERESA M.   AMABILE ,    Harvard Business School   
   SARAH E.   BEALS-ER ICKSON ,    University of Kansas   
   JANETTE B.   BENSON ,    University of Denver   
   LAR R Y E.   BEUTLER ,    Palo Alto University   
   RICHARD W.   BR ISLIN ,    University of Hawai’i at M ā noa   
   K. D.   BROWNELL ,    Duke University   
   RAY   BULL ,    University of Leicester   
   WILLIAM   BUSKIST ,    Auburn University   
   KIMBERLY S.   CANTER ,    University of Kansas   
   KYNDRA C.   CLEVELAND ,    University of California, Irvine   
   REG INA   CONTI ,    Colgate University   
   HEATHER   COON ,    North Central College   
   NANC Y K.   DESS ,    Occidental College   
   EVA DREIKUR S   FERGUSON ,    Southern Illinois University   
   P. CHR ISTOPHER   EARLEY ,    Purdue University   
   PHOEBE C.   ELLSWOR TH ,    The University of Michigan Law School   
   SPENCER C.   EVANS ,    University of Kansas   
   DALE C.   FAR RAN ,    Vanderbilt University   
   SUSAN T.   FISKE ,    Princeton University   
   DONALD J.   FOSS ,    University of Houston   
   BER TRAM   GAWRONSKI ,    University of Texas at Austin   
   DAVID C.   GEAR Y ,    University of Missouri   
   LUISA F.   HABIGZANG  ,    Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do 

Sul, Brazil   
   JOHN   HAGEN ,    University of Michigan   
   JONATHAN   HAIDT ,    NYU Stern School of Business   
   DIANE F.   HALPER N ,    Claremont McKenna College   
   DAVID   HAMBR ICK ,    Michigan State University   
   S. ALEXANDER   HASLAM ,    University of Exeter   
   STEPHEN P.   HINSHAW ,    University of California, Berkeley   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributorsxii

   KATHY   HIR SH-PASEK ,    Temple University   
   RICK H.   HOYLE ,    Duke University   
   RONNIE   JANOFF-BULMAN ,    University of Massachusetts, Amherst   
   ELAINE F.   JONES ,    University of Pittsburgh   
   SUSAN   KEMPER ,    University of Kansas   
   SILVIA H.   KOLLER ,    Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, 

Brazil   
   STEPHEN M.   KOSSLYN ,    Minerva Project   
   SCOTT O.   LILIENFELD ,    Emory University   
   PETER F.   LOVIBOND ,    University of New South Wales, Sydney   
   MARK R.   MCDER MOTT ,    University of East London   
   DANIELLE S.   MCNAMARA ,    Arizona State University   
   JOAN G.   MILLER ,    New School for Social Research   
   RICHARD L.   MORELAND ,    University of Pittsburgh   
   JAMES S.   NAIR NE ,    Purdue University   
   SHARON NELSON-LE   GALL ,    University of Pittsburgh   
   STEVEN L.   NEUBERG  ,    Arizona State University   
   CATHLEEN   ODAR ,    University of Kansas   
   SCOTT   PLOUS ,    Wesleyan University   
   ROBER T   PRENTKY ,    Fairleigh Dickinson University   
   JODI A.   QUAS ,    University of California, Irvine   
   GRETA B.   RAGLAN ,    American Congress of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists   
   STEPHEN D.   REICHER ,    University of St. Andrews   
   MICHAEL C.   ROBER TS ,    University of Kansas   
   VALER IE   ROSENBLATT ,    San Francisco State University   
   JAY   SCHULKIN ,    Georgetown University   
   TODD K.   SHACKELFORD ,    Oakland University   
   KENNETH J.   SHER ,    University of Missouri   
   STEVEN K.   SHEVELL ,    University of Chicago   
   ROBER T J.   STER NBERG  ,    Cornell University   
   MICHAEL   STR UBE ,    Washington University in St. Louis   
   WILLIAM B.   SWANN ,    University of Texas at Austin   
   HOWARD   TENNEN ,    University of Connecticut Health Center   
   DAVID   TRAFIMOW ,    New Mexico State University   
   MAR ION K.   UNDERWOOD ,    University of Texas at Dallas   
   ROBER T J.   VALLERAND ,    McGill University   
   MAR INUS H.   VAN I JZENDOOR N ,    Leiden University   
   HAR R IET   VER MEER ,    Leiden University   
   WILLIAM VON   HIPPEL ,    University of Queensland   
   THOMAS S.   WALLSTEN ,    University of Maryland   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors xiii

   BER NARD   WEINER ,    University of California, Los Angeles   
   MAR SHA   WEINRAUB ,    Temple University   
   NAOMI   WEISSTEIN ,    State University of New York at Buffalo 

(Emeritus)   
   DAN   ZAKAY ,    Tel Aviv University     

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03973-5 - Ethical Challenges in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences: Case
Studies and Commentaries
Edited by Robert J. Sternberg and Susan T. Fiske
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107039735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xv

  Preface   

 When we were in graduate school, no one paid a whole lot of attention 
to ethics – neither in teaching nor in research. There were no courses 
on ethics in our graduate curricula and no serious informal instruction 
either. Human-subjects committees were starting to be formed but were 
viewed as nothing more than unpleasant hurdles to pass through in order 
to get one’s research done. Many behavioral and brain scientists today 
still view such committees as little more than annoyances. Yet today, eth-
ics looms large for all behavioral and brain scientists. Here’s why. 

 A professor of psychology at one of the top universities in the United 
States, someone with a previously impeccable reputation, resigned his 
position following a protracted and painful scandal in which serious ques-
tions arose concerning the correct interpretation of his data. Basically, he 
was accused of reading into the data what he wanted to see in them, 
regardless of what they said. What is especially puzzling is that almost 
any psychologist would have been thrilled to have his reputation, or even 
anything close to it. Why mess with the data? 

 A professor of social psychology in Europe had become widely fam-
ous for his ingenious experiments and his compelling results. He was not 
only a star in academia but a media darling as well. Today he too is out of 
a job because it turned out that he not only faked his data but also even 
faked experiments – claiming to have run experiments that were never 
executed. 

 Most ethical lapses are not of the magnitude of these, but less serious 
ethical lapses are much more common, and start early.   Dora Clarke-Pine, 
an associate professor of psychology at La Sierra University in Riverside, 
California, conducted a study of psychology PhD dissertations obtained 
from a national sample of graduate students at both religious and non-
religious universities. She found at least one example of plagiarism in 
four out of fi ve dissertations  . 

 Graduate students are trained in many and diverse aspects of profes-
sional conduct. But even today, one area in which training is sparse, and 
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Prefacexvi

sometimes nonexistent, is professional ethics. This lack of ethical training 
becomes challenging in an era in   which electronic communications make 
it extremely easy to plagiarize and to cheat in other ways, such as claim-
ing originality for ideas picked up via the Internet from all over the world  . 
Whereas a bad set of results in an empirical paper can spoil the chances 
of acceptance by a prestigious journal, an ethical lapse in the production 
of a paper can spoil a career. 

 The purpose of this book is to educate students and professionals 
about dealing with ethical challenges in the brain and behavioral sci-
ences through case studies and commentaries  . The importance of the 
case studies cannot be overemphasized. Many individuals receive eth-
ical training of some sort from an early age: from their parents, through 
religious study, or through specifi c courses on ethics. The problem, well 
known in cognitive psychology, is the diffi culty of getting transfer. What 
people learn in an abstract, encapsulated way often is not translated to 
their everyday behavior. In a world in which even religious leaders make 
the news for their severe lapses in ethical behavior, it is diffi cult to fi nd 
role models and sources of instruction that help guide students and pro-
fessionals down an ethical path  . 

 Regrettably, there is more pressure than ever before on behavioral and 
brain scientists to produce exciting papers with compelling results. This 
pressure comes in several forms.   First, the fi eld is greatly expanded in 
terms of sheer numbers of professionals, meaning greater competition. 
Second, competition for obtaining grants – for which empirical publica-
tions are necessary – is stiffer than ever, with many agencies funding 
fewer than 10% of submissions. Third, competition for jobs is at record 
levels. The    Chronicle of Higher Education  (March 23, 2012) reported that 
aging professors “create a faculty bottleneck” (p. 1). In particular, at some 
universities, according to the  Chronicle , 1 in 3 academics are now 60 or 
older, and the number of professors aged 65 and older has more than 
doubled between 2000 and 2011 (p. 1). These fi gures, combined with 
decreased state support for public institutions, have drastically reduced 
the number of openings for new faculty members, especially in the jun-
ior ranks  . Fourth, many of us who teach have found that students just do 
not have the same ethical standards as they once did. For example, the 
 Chronicle of Higher Education  (March 12, 2012) has reported that cheat-
ing is rampant at British universities, and that more than 45,000 students 
have been found guilty of academic misconduct at 80 universities over 
the past 3 years   ( http://chronicle.com/blogs/global/cheating-is-rife-at-
british-universities/32438 ). Experience in the United States is compar-
able. Fifth, it is just easier to cheat than ever before  . Plagiarism does not 
even require writing out the text that one is copying without attribution. 
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Preface xvii

One can simply move a block of text from someone else’s document to 
one’s own with the click of a mouse. Increasing means of deterrence, 
such as   Turnitin  , does not seem to do much to discourage those deter-
mined to plagiarize from external sources  . 

 Our sponsoring organization, the   Federation of Associations in 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences  , has created through this book a com-
pendium of case studies and commentaries regarding ethical challenges 
facing scientists in the behavioral and brain sciences. 

 The editorial board for this book consisted of Max Bazerman, 
Harvard University; Jenny Crocker, Ohio State University; Susan T. 
Fiske, Princeton University; Joshua Greene, Harvard University; Todd 
Heatherton, Dartmouth University; Joseph Simmons, University of 
Pennsylvania; Uri Simonsohn, University of Pennsylvania; Sam Sommers, 
Tufts University; and Robert J. Sternberg, Cornell University. 

 The editors, Sternberg and Fiske, asked behavioral and brain scientists 
to contribute case studies representing ethical challenges they have faced 
in their own careers. Contributors were asked to   address fi ve issues:

   1.     A description of the ethical challenge.  
  2.     What, if anything, made solving the ethical challenge diffi cult.  
  3.     How the scientist resolved the challenge.  
  4.     What the scientist might do differently if he/she were to face the situ-

ation today.  
  5.     What general principle, if any, the scientist can infer from the case 

study  .   

The case studies they provided are in the pages that follow. We hope you 
fi nd them useful in your professional work and perhaps even outside it. 
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