Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D’Costa and Katrina Lee-Koo
Frontmatter

More information

Children and Global Conflict

More than one billion people under the age of eighteen live in territories affected
by armed conflict. Despite this, scholars and practitioners often lack a
comprehensive knowledge of how children both struggle within and shape
conflict zones. Children and Global Conflict provides this understanding with a
view to enhancing the prospects of conflict resolution and peace building.

This book presents key ideas and issues relating to children's experiences of
war, international relations and international law. The authors explore the
political, conceptual and moral debates around children in these contexts and
offer examples and solutions based on case studies of child soldiers from
Vietnam, child forced migrants in Australia, young peace builders in post-
conflict zones, youth in the international justice system, and child advocates
across South Asia and the Middle East.

KIM HUYNH is Lecturer in Politics and International Relations at the
Australian National University, Canberra. He teaches courses in refugee
politics, political philosophy and international relations. He is author of
Where the Sea Takes Us (2008) and Vietnam as if (2015), and co-editor with
Jim George of The Culture Wars: Australian and American Politics in the 21st
Century (2009).

BINA D'COSTA is a Fellow at the Peace, Conflict and War Studies Programme
of the School of International, Political and Strategic Studies, the Australian
National University and a Visiting Fellow at the Programme on Gender and
Global Change, the Graduate Institute, Geneva. Her publications include
Nationbuilding: Gender and War Crimes in South Asia (2011), Gender and
Global Politics in the Asia-Pacific (2009) co-edited with Katrina Lee-Koo, and
Children and Violence: Politics of Conflict in South Asia (2015).

KATRINA LEE-KOO is a Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Monash
University. She teaches and researches in the areas of security studies and the
gender/identity politics of conflict and post-conflict zones. She is co-editor of
Gender and Global Politics in the Asia-Pacific (2009) with Bina D'Costa and
co-author (with Anthony Burke and Matt McDonald) of The Ethics of Global
Security (2014).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

Children and Global
Conflict

KIM HUYNH, BINA D'COSTA AND KATRINA
LEE-KOO

58 CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107626980

© Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina Lee-Koo 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-107-03884-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-62698-0 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

For our children — Xavier, William, Piyali and Aneesh

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of abbreviations
Introduction: why children matter to global conflict

1 Children and armed conflict: mapping the terrain
Introduction
The social construction of childhood
The construction of contemporary conflict zones
The experiences of children affected by armed conflict
Conclusion

2 Children and agency: caretakers, free-rangers
and everyday life
Introduction
Caretakers: why children should be neither seen nor heard
Free-rangers: why children are autonomous
Children and the practice of everyday life
Conclusion

3 Children and IR: creating spaces for children
Introduction
The realist way of conflict
The liberal peace
The new wars
Critical approaches to IR theory
Conclusion

4 The rights of the child: political history, practices
and protection
Introduction
Children's rights across cultural contexts
A history of children's rights: laying the moral foundations
Discursive practices of rights along the global north
and south divide
The UNCRC

page x

10
16
18
32

35
35
37
43
55
63

65
65
66
73
78
82
87

89
89
90
96

100
104

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-

4 - Children and Global Conflict

Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo

Frontmatter
More information

viil Contents
International law and the protection of children
in armed conflict 110
Child civilians 112
‘An era of application’ and the UN resolutions 119
Conclusion 121

5 Child soldiers: causes, solutions and cultures 123
Introduction 123
The problem of child soldiers: the caretaker position 124
The problem of child soldiers: the free-ranger position 131
An indirect approach to the problem of child soldiers 137
Child soldier cultures 140
Vietnam's child soldiers: fathers, giants and emperors 142
Vietnam's child soldiers: total war, new heroes and martyrs 148
Conclusion 157

6 Child forced migrants: bio-politics, autonomy
and ambivalence 159
Introduction 159
The Age of Forced Migration 160
Children and the Age of Forced Migration 165
The view from down under: nonhuman children 172
The view from down under: re-humanising children 178
Ambivalent conclusions 183

7  Children and peace building: propagating peace 185
Introduction 185
Searching for children in international peace building 190
The youth bulge thesis 196
Children and everyday peace 201
Conclusion 209

8 Children and justice: past crimes, healing
and the future 212
Introduction 212
The evolution of juvenile justice systems 215
The child in international criminal justice 224
Truth and healing through restorative justice 237
Conclusion 246

9 Who speaks for children? Advocacy, activism
and resistance 249
Introduction 249
Civil society 251

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo

Frontmatter
More information
Contents ix
The transformative politics of advocacy: naming
and shaming 255
The transformative politics of advocacy: CZOP 262
Children as activists 268
Children as political subjects — babies as political objects 272
Conclusion 278
Conclusion 282
Appendix 284
Bibliography 287
Index 320

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo
Frontmatter

More information

Abbreviations

AIHRC Afghanistan Independent Human Rights
Commission

APT and APII Additional Protocols T and II to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949

APMBC Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention 1999

CAVR Commission for Reception, Truth and
Reconciliation (East Timor)

CCM Convention on Cluster Munitions 2010

CEDAW Convention to Eliminate all forms of
Discrimination Against Women 1981

CRIN Child Rights International Network

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities 2008

CZOP children as zones of peace

DRV Democratic Republic of Congo

HRC Human Rights Committee

IASFM International Association for the Study of Forced
Migration

ICC International Criminal Court

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

ICTR International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia

IDPs internally displaced persons

IHL international humanitarian law

ILO International Labour Organization

IMA Illegal Maritime Arrival

IR international relations

ISAF International Security Assistance Forces

LRA Lord's Resistance Army (Uganda)

LTTE Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03884-4 - Children and Global Conflict
Kim Huynh, Bina D'Costa and Katrina, Lee-koo

Frontmatter
More information

List of abbreviations xi

MDGs Millennium Development Goals

NGO non-governmental organisation

NSSC New Social Studies of Childhood

OSRSG-CaAC Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict

PEL Practice of Everyday Life

R2P Responsibility to Protect

RPF Rwandan Patriotic Front

RUF Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone

UNAMA United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan

UNCRC United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child 1989

UNGA UN General Assembly

UNICEF United Nations Children Fund

UNRWA UN Relief and Works Agency

UNTAET UN Transitional Authority in East Timor

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Education, Science and Cultural
Organisation

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107038844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107038844: 


