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This book is the product of forty years of intense collaboration in fieldwork, learn-
ing, discussion and writing that began with our first field research in Minangkabau in
19745 when we were young scholars. Franz had become interested in the anthropology
of law when he did his Ph.D. research in Malawi in the late 1960s. When we met,
it quickly became clear that together we would attempt to make the shift away from
law into the exciting world of anthropology of law. And that is what we have done,
collaborating first at different academic institutions in Zurich, Leiden, Wageningen,
Rotterdam and during the past twelve years while sharing a dream position as head of
the Project Group Legal Pluralism at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology
in Halle, Germany, from where we conducted our most recent studies in Minangkabau.
We continued to work on the book after retirement when we moved to Amsterdam in
May 2012 to be closer to our children and grandchildren. To my endless sadness, Franz
unexpectedly passed away on 7 January 2013, after a short period of sickness. Until the
very end he worked at the manuscript, determined to see it finished. He was so happy
that we did manage to finish it and send it to the publisher before the end of 2012, not
knowing that he would not live to see the publication.

Keebet von Benda-Beckmann
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! See Handelman’s plea for the anthropological monograph (2009).
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NOTES ON SPELLING AND
TRANSLATIONS

With regard to the Indonesian and Minangkabau language, we have
generally followed the new orthographic convention introduced in
1972. However, in some of the old texts, names and titles quoted by us
the old spelling (dj instead of j; oe instead of u; j for what now is y) is
retained. Sometimes both spellings are used in the same document.
Seeming inconsistencies of the same word being spelt differently (sungai
or sungei) are mainly owing to regional differences. We have generally
used the Indonesian or Minangkabau version of originally Arabic words.
We therefore consistently use Sharia or the Minangkabau term syarak.
However, different spellings such as syariah, syariat are also quite com-
mon in Indonesia. We have followed these in direct quotations.

Another problem is the use of Indonesian and/or Minangkabau in
names of towns and regions where Indonesian and Minangkabau terms
are often used side by side and often inconsistently, Sungai Pua or
Sungai Puar, Candung Kota Lawas or Canduang Koto Laweh, Padang
Sibusuk or Padang Sibusuek. Sometimes, Indonesian and Minangkabau
words are even combined in one name, Limopuluh Koto. Such language
mixing has become frequent in conversation, meetings, literature and
official documents. We have mainly used the official spelling — though
often the official spelling is in Minangkabau and not in Indonesian.
This accounts for some inconsistencies in our own writing for which
we apologise. Fortunately, the Minangkabau language is so close to
Indonesian that these inconsistencies should not greatly mislead or irri-
tate the reader.

Unless indicated otherwise, the translations of Minangkabau,
Indonesian and Dutch words and texts into English are ours.
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ABS-SBK Adat Basandi Syarak—Syarak Basandi Kitabullah
ADB Asian Development Bank

ADEKSI Asosiasi DPRD Kota Seluruh Indonesia
ADKASI Asosiasi DPRD Kabupaten Seluruh Indonesia
ADN Alokasi Dana Nagari

ADR alternative dispute resolution

AMAN Alliansi Masyarakat Adat Nusantara
AMDAL Analisa Mengenai Dampak Lingkungan
APEKSI Asosiasi Pemerintah Kota Seluruh Indonesia
APPSI Asosiasi Pemerintah Propinsi Seluruh Indonesia
AusAlD Australian Agency for International Development
BAL Basic Agrarian Law

BAMUS Badan Musyawarah

BAPPENAS Badan Perencana Pembangunan Nasional
BAPPEDA Badan Perencana Pembangunan Daerah
BKPUI Badan Kontak Perjuangan Umat Islam
BMAS Badan Musyawarah Adat dan Syarak
BMASN Badan Musyawarah Adat dan Syarak Nagari
BMKT Badan Mgjelis Kontak Taklim

BMPN Badan Musyawarah Pembangunan Nagari
BPAN Badan Perwakilan Anak Nagari

BPN Badan Permusyawaratan Nagari

BPN Badan Petanahan Nasional

BPNK Badan Pengawal Nagari dan Koto

BUMN Badan Usaha Milik Negara

DAK Dana Alokasi Khusus

DAU Dana Alokasi Umum

DAUN Dana Alokasi Umum Nagari

DPR Dewan Perwakilan Nagari

DPRD Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Nagari
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Dt Datuk
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FPU Forum Perempuan Minangkabau
Gebu Gerakan Seribu
GSB Gubernur Sumatera Barat
GTZ Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit
G308 Communist Movement 30 September
H Haji
HGU Hak guna usaha
[IA Indisch Archief
[AIN Institut Agama Islam Negeri
ICMI Ikatan Cendekiawan Muslim Indonesia
IFES International Foundation for Electoral Systems
IG Indische Gids
IKBAL Ikatan Keluarga Besar Alumni Angkatan Muda
Muhamadiyah Sumatera Barat
ILAP Indonesian Land Administration Program
ILO International Labor Organization
IMF International Monetary Fund
InPres Instruksi Presiden
KanWil Kantor Wilayah
KAN Kerapatan Adat Nagari
KAUR Kepala Urusan
KBH Kelompok Bantuan Hukum
KepMendagri Keputusan Manteri Dalam Negeri
KepPres Keputusan Presiden
KKM Kongres Kebudayaan Minangkabau
KN Kerapatan Nagari
KNI Komite Nasional Indonesia
KONMAWAS  Konfederasi Masyarakat Salatiga
KPUD Kantor Pemilihan Umum
KUD Koperasi Unit Desa
LAAM Lembaga Adat Alam Minangkabau
LAKM Lembaga Adat Kebudayaan Minangkabau
LAN Lembaga Adat Nagari
LBH Lembaga Bantuan Hukum
LKAAM Lembaga Kerapatan Adat Alam Minangkabau
LKATIKA Kerapatan Adat Tiga Kabung Air
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LKMD Lembaga Ketahanan Masyarakat Desa

LKMN Ketahanan Masyarakat Nagari

LMD Lembaga Musyawarah Desa

LP]J Laporan Pertanggungjawaban Jabatan

LPM Lembaga Pemberdayaan Masyarakat

LPMN Lembaga Pemberdayaan Masyarakat Nagari

LPPI Lembaga Pengawasan dan Pengaduan Independen

LuKi Lubuk Kilangan

MA Mahkamah Agung

MUI Majelis Ulama Indonesia

MUNA Magjelis Ulama Nagari

MTKAAM Majelis Tinggi Kerapatan Adat Alam Minangkabau

NES nucleus estate and smallholder

NGO non-governmental organisation

OPSTASTA Operasi Tuntas Sengketa

PA Pengadilan Agama

PALAM Pagar Alam Minangkabau

PAN Pendapatan Asli Nagari

PANWASDA Panitia Pengawas Pilkada

PAR Partai Adat Rakyat

PBB Pajak Bumi dan Bangunan

PDAM Perusahan Daerah Air Minum

PDIP Partai Demokrasi Indonesia Perjuangan

PEBABRI Persatuan Purnawirawan Angkatan Bersenjata
Republik Indonesia

PERMENAG Peraturan Menteri Agraria

PerNa(g) Peraturan Nagari

Perti Persatuan Tarbiyah Islam

Perwanest Persatuan Wali Nagari se Sumatera Tengah

PETA Tentara Sukarela Pembela Tanah Air

PII Partai Islam Indonesia

PJS Pejabat Sementara

PKI Partai Komunis Indonesia

PKK Pemberdayaan Kesejahteraan Keluarga

PKPMAJ-BPN  Pusat Kajian Pembangunan Masyarakat Unika Atma
Jaya-Badan Pertanahan Nasional

PKS Partai Keadilan Sejahtera

PLN Perusahan Listrik Negara

PN Pengadilan Negeri

PNPM Program Nasional Pemberdayaan Masyarakat
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PPDRTU Peniliti Penyusunan Draft Ranperda Tanah Ulayat

PPIM Pusat Pengkajian Islam dan Minangkabau

PPP (P3) Partai Persatuan Pembangunan

PRONA Proyek Operasi Nasional Agraria

PRRI Pemerintah Revolusioner Republik Indonesia

PSII Partai Syarat Islam Indonesia

PT Pengadilan Tinggi

PTBA PT Tambang Batubara Bukit Asam

PURPET Persatuan Usaha Rakyat Perkebunan Tandikat

P2TANRA Persatuan Persaudaraan Tani Nelayan Nusantara

P3N Pembantu Pegawai Pencatat Nikah

P3NTR Pembantu Pegawai Pencatat Nikah, Thalak, Rujuk

SAAM Serikat Adat Alam Minangkabau

SCDev Pusat Studi Pembangunan dan Perubahan Sosial
Budaya

SDA Sumber Daya Alam

SDO Sumbangan Daerah Otonom

SeknasMHA Sekretariat Nasional Masyarakat Hukum Adat

SekNeg Sekretariat Negara

SK Surat Keputusan

SMA Sekolah Menengah Atas

SMART specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, team
related (new programme for containing land disputes)

SMP Sekolah Menengah Pertama

STAIN Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam Nasional

StBl Staatsblad

TBB Tijdschrift voor Binnenlands Bestuur

TBG Tijdschrift voor Indische Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde,
uitgegeven door het Koninklijk Bataviaans Genootschap
van Kunsten en Wetenschappen

TNI Tijdschrift voor Nederlandsch-Indié

TTS (TTSj) Tungku Tigo Sajarangan

TTS (TTSp) Tali Tigo Sapilin

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

USAID United States Agency for International
Development

Uuu Undang-undang

VOC Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie

WALHI Wahana Lingkungan Hidup Indonesia
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