
   Theodosius II 

  Theodosius II (AD 408–450) is the longest reigning Roman emperor. Ever 

since Edward Gibbon, he has been dismissed as mediocre and ineffectual. Yet 

Theodosius ruled an empire which retained its integrity while the West was bro-

ken up by barbarian invasions. This book explores Theodosius’ challenges and 

successes. Ten essays by leading scholars of late antiquity provide important new 

insights into the court at Constantinople, the literary and cultural vitality of the 

reign, and the presentation of imperial piety and power. Much attention has been 

directed towards the changes promoted by Constantine at the beginning of the 

fourth century; much less to their crystallisation under Theodosius II. This vol-

ume explores the working out of new conceptions of the Roman empire – its his-

tory, its rulers and its God. A substantial introduction offers a new framework for 

thinking afresh about the long transition from the classical world to Byzantium. 

  CHRISTOPHER KELLY  is a Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. His 

publications include  Ruling the Later Roman Empire  (2004),  The Roman Empire: 
A Very Short Introduction  (2006),  The End of Empire: Attila the Hun and the Fall 
of Rome  (2009).   
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  PREFACE   

 This volume has its origins in a conference ‘Theodosius II and 

the making of late antiquity’ (organised by Richard Flower and 

Christopher Kelly) held in Cambridge in March 2011. In addition 

to those published here, papers were also given by Riccardo Bof, 

Gillian Clark, Atsuko Gotoh, Boudewijn Sirks and Philip Wood. 

The discussion was both enlivened and sharpened by the valuable 

comments of Kate Cooper. Particular thanks are due to Gillian 

Clark for her unstinting enthusiasm for this project; to Richard 

Flower, conference organiser extraordinaire; to Robin Whelan, 

who discharged his task as editorial assistant with peerless profi -

ciency; to Mike Humphreys for compiling an accurate and intel-

ligent index; to Judith Nadler (University Librarian, University 

of Chicago), whose unfailing courtesy and assistance made it 

possible for this volume to be completed in America; to Robin 

Osborne, who (always attentive midst a myriad of other pressing 

responsibilities) ensured that this project kept moving steadily for-

wards; and to Michael Sharp and Gillian Dadd, who oversaw all 

with unfailing courtesy. I am also most grateful to Patrick Gautier 

Delach é  for his help with the illustration of the Carolingian map 

from Santa Mar í a de Ripoll. 

 Both the conference and editorial assistance for the prepar-

ation of this volume were generously supported by the Faculty of 

Classics, University of Cambridge, and the Henry Arthur Thomas 

Fund.  
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