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Using data from a variety of languages such as Blackfoot, Halkomelem,
and Upper Austrian German, this book explores a range of grammatical
categories and constructions, including tense, aspect, subjunctive, case, and
demonstratives.
It presents a new theory of grammatical categories – the Universal Spine

Hypothesis – and reinforces generative notions of Universal Grammar while
accommodating insights from linguistic typology. In essence, this new theory
shows that language-specific categories are built from a small set of universal
categories and language-specific units of language.
Throughout the book the Universal Spine Hypothesis is compared to two

alternative theories – the Universal Base Hypothesis and the No Base
Hypothesis. This valuable addition to the field will be welcomed by graduate
students and researchers in linguistics.
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A note on the core languages
of investigation

There are four main languages I investigate here: Blackfoot, Halkomelem,
Squamish, and Upper Austrian German. If not otherwise indicated, the data
from these languages come from my own fieldwork. All data are presented in
the practical orthography of each language. The key to the Blackfoot orthog-
raphy can be found in Frantz (1991); the key to the Halkomelem orthography
can be found in Galloway (1993).

The particular choice of these languages is based on my expertise: Blackfoot
and Halkomelem are the two languages I have conducted extensive fieldwork
on. Blackfoot is a Plains Algonquian language, consisting of four mutually
intelligible dialects, spoken on three reserves in southern Alberta and one
reservation in northwestern Montana. In Alberta, the three dialects are Siksiká
(aka Blackfoot), Kaináá (aka Blood), and Piikani (aka Peigan), and in
Montana, the dialect is Blackfeet. Data from my own fieldwork stems from
the Kaináá dialect. I wish to thank Heather Bliss for help with fieldwork, data
glossing, formatting, and proofreading the data.

Halkomelem is a Central Coast Salish language, consisting of three
mutually intelligible dialects: Halq’eméylem (aka Upriver Halkomelem),
Hən ̓q ̓əmin ̓əm (aka Downriver Halkomelem), and Hulq’umín’um’ (aka Island
Halkomelem). It is spoken in the lower mainland of British Columbia and on
Vancouver Island. Data from my own fieldwork stem from the Upriver dialect.
I wish to thank Strang Burton for proofreading the data.

As for Squamish (Skwxwu7mesh), another Central Coast Salish language,
I was fortunate enough to supervise Peter Jacobs’ (2011) UBC dissertation on
control in Squamish. Most data on Squamish come from his fieldwork.

And finally Upper Austrian German is my native language. It is spoken in
the province of Upper Austria (Oberösterreich). The judgments reported here
are my own; they have been confirmed with four other speakers of the same
dialect.
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