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“This book is a treasure trove. Readers interested in varieties of English or
their historical development, in corpus methodologies, their application, or
theorised interpretations, will all find something of value here.”

Susan Hunston, University of Birmingham

“This edited collection breaks new ground in harnessing the methodology of
corpus linguistics to historical language studies. There is a coherent theoret-
ical focus to a wide-ranging set of topics, from the changing function of
hesitation markers to the unfolding impact of religious prose on written
English. The many insights are bound to inform, frame and stimulate further
research in data-driven, diachronic linguistics.”

John Corbett, University of Macau
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Handbook of Historical Pragmatics (2010, co-edited with Irma
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Preface

This book has its origin at the IAUPE (International Association of
University Professors in English) conference in Malta, July 19–23, 2010,
where we combined the sections ‘Corpus Linguistics’ and ‘History of
English’ into a ‘conference within a conference’ that lasted for several days.
The papers proved so inspiring and exciting – and indeed so coherent in their
engagement with current debates – that a publication seemed a natural
outcome.

The contributions presented here offer four different facets of current
corpus linguistic research into English and its history. We explicitly asked
our contributors to consider current trends of linguistic study, theoretical
approach(es), and recent insights and innovations in the methodologies, and
to project their thoughts on historical data; the draft articles then underwent a
single-blind reviewing process. The results show how strong the “digital
turn” in linguistics is, and how methodological precision has improved with
it. Most contributions deal with the history of English, and to make the book
even more coherent we encouraged those who dealt with present-day topics
to take the histories of varieties of English into account, and also – rather
daringly – to make predictions about future developments. Thus the time-
line for the volume extends from the earliest periods of English to the future.

It has been a real pleasure to work for the common goal with the contrib-
utors to the volume, and we should like to thank them all for their collabo-
ration. We are grateful to Uppsala University for financial aid, especially
regarding the indexing of the book. We should also like to thank Jukka
Tuominen for his expert editorial assistance. Helen Barton and Helena
Dowson of Cambridge University Press deserve a special word of thanks
for their help and encouragement.

December 2013

IRMA TAAVITSAINEN, MERJA KYTÖ, CLAUDIA
CLARIDGE, JEREMY SMITH

Helsinki, Uppsala, Duisburg-Essen, Glasgow
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