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Preface

Iatrogenic stroke is considered to be uncommon but
can occur in many different settings and may have
unexpected and disastrous consequences. However,
until now there has been no major comprehensive
book dedicated to this topic. We are therefore very
grateful for the opportunity to for the first time be
able to present a book with special focus on iatro-
genic stroke.

Iatrogenic derives from the ancient Greek word
iatros (physician). It means an effect induced inadver-
tently by a physician or surgeon or by medical treat-
ment or diagnostic procedures in a patient.

During the last decades, there have been impress-
ive advances in medicine, leading to better outcomes
for patients afflicted with what were earlier perceived
as incurable diseases. Many new drugs, surgical tech-
niques, and medical devices have been introduced in
the diagnostic and therapeutic armamentarium. Also,
diagnosis and treatment are now accessible to a much
larger proportion of patients worldwide. Challenging
and complex interventions are increasingly per-
formed in elderly patients and in subjects with multi-
ple comorbidities. This is particularly true in the fields
of acute stroke care, secondary stroke prevention,
surgery, intensive care, and oncology.

As all medical interventions have an inherent
risk, and also known as well as sometimes unex-
pected adverse effects, the risk of iatrogenic stroke
has increased in parallel with the availability of
advanced treatments and general improvement in
medical care. Iatrogenesis can be reduced by improv-
ing patients’ safety and by risk reduction programs,
but there is sometimes an inevitable pay-off of the
diagnostic and therapeutic escalade in complex and
critical patients.

Many very experienced and well known authors
have contributed to the different chapters of this
book. Without their help and the support from
Cambridge University Press this project would not
have been possible to accomplish. We hope that this
book will provide a comprehensive overview of the
topic and be of use for many stroke neurologists and
other physicians working with stroke patients and
patients with risk of stroke and thereby help reduce
the risk of iatrogenic stroke.

Arne Lindgren, Adnan I. Qureshi, Alexander
Tsikaridze, José M. Ferro, and Patrícia Canhão
Lund, Minneapolis, Tbilisi, and Lisbon
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