
Index

Abul-Kasim, 143–5
Achilles, 68
Admetos, 54
Adrianoupolis

empire’s western boundary, 142
Adriatic Sea

western boundary of empire under Alexios, 142
Agamemnon, 156
Agora, rebels paraded, 232
Ainos, 162
Ajax, 38, 207
Alania, Maria, Empress, 76, 88–92, 93, 95, 179

remains in palace, 88
wedding to Botaneiates in the Hyle, 77

Al-Athîr, Ibn, 219
Albert of Aix, 203, 204
Albu, 4
Alexander, 158, 269
Alexandria, 269
Alexios I Komnenos, Emperor

anxious conscience, 96, 132, 185
as apostle, 146, 147, 253
as athlete for Christ, 258
as Basil I, 8, 166
as Basil II, 151
as Bulgar-slayer, 167, 174
as centre of his circle, 142
as diplomat, 104, 125, 158, 208, 256
as epic figure, 114
as father, 45, 140
as Homeric figure/hero, 2, 3, 16, 95, 159,

160, 186
as John Tzimiskes, 165
as judge, 276
as last Constantine, 3, 262
as Moses and the mystery guiding Moses, 267
as Odysseus against the Turks, 143
as Old Testament warrior, 166
as pious emperor, 123
as Providence, 232
as public speaker, 51, 133, 185

as sanctuary, 266
as second Constantine, 261
as Skylitzes’ Basil I, 147
as strategist, 7, 58, 103, 107, 112, 155, 163, 174,

176, 197, 201, 214, 224, 226
as sun, 277
as theocrat, 20–3, 97, 116–19, 125–9
as thirteenth apostle, 261
as tower, 113, 121
as winged horseman, 115
asks God to decide, 192
attends to justice and the laws, 260
balanced rationality, 123, 136, 260
baptism as imperial co-option, 134, 145
compendious figure, drawing on tradition and

his own past, 164
concern for/leader of peoples, 165, 193, 194, 218,

222, 229, 266
converts heretics by argument, 260
cultural memory of Constantine in his late

wars, 257
dies, 280–3
director, actor, showman, trickster, 52–4, 105,

132, 143, 144, 161, 163, 164, 210, 216, 232,
236, 239, 273, 274

divine protection over sleep, 61, 178
emperor for peace, 188, 193, 231, 255, 257
fractures as Basil I, 152
grieves over his dead, 115, 157
Hellenic Christianity, 16–19, 39, 45, 97, 101, 118,

125–8, 133, 157, 191, 261
ideal all-purpose general, 5–9, 151
inexperience and misjudgement, 111
isolated and as if paralysed, 240
kindness and clemency, 254
management of allies, 113, 158, 163
mystique, 64–6
new army formation, 266–8
non-Homeric Hellenizing (Athenian), 143
non-Homeric Hellenizing (Spartan), 157
pre-Renaissance figure, 174, 194, 225
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recapitulated, 256, 265
recapitulated and revised, 152–6
repudiates Basil I’s attitude to prisoners, 169
repudiates cruel example of Basil II, 187
restores cities, 255
rite of atonement, 96–8
Roman-style, 7, 50, 80, 133, 160, 192, 264
searches the Scriptures, 128, 252, 260
sensitive conscience, 206
suffering mortality, 151, 159, 174, 258, 263,

279, 281
unlike Constantine IX, 166
weeps over Frankish counts, 229
withdraws into sleep, 171
withdraws to pray, 233

Alexios III Angelos, Emperor, 25
Alexius see Alexios I Komnenos, Emperor
Alkestis, 54
Amalfitans, 135
Amaseians, 50, 53, 183
Ambrose of Milan, 20, 96, 124
Amphion and Zethos, 106
Anastasios, Emperor, 193
Anemas, Michael, 173, 232–5
Angelou, 10
Angold, 11, 20
Ankhialos, 145
Antioch, 31, 40, 108, 145, 173, 214, 215, 219, 225, 255

siege, stage one, 219–21
siege, stage two, 222
three defectors from siege, 221
Treaty of Devol, 244

anti-pope, elected by synod of Henry IV, 69
Apelles, 91
Aphrodite, 295
Apollo, 207
Ares, 57
Argonauts, 235
Aristophanes, 63
Aristotle, 39, 127, 128, 129
Arkhontopouloi, 157
Armenians, 191, 260
Aspietes, 229
Assassins, 146
Assyrian, 93, 255
Athene, 93, 113, 230, 295
Attaleiates, 96
Aucassin, 202, 213
Auden, 296
Avlona, 72, 138

Babylon, 255
Baldwin of Bouillon, 208, 224, 256
Balsamon, 20
Barber, 271

Bartholomew, Peter, 199, 222
Basil I and Basil II, emperors, partly conflated, 150
Basil I, Emperor, 19, 33, 249, 267
Alexios’ predecessor in strategy, 130
cruel trick recalled, 161
cruelties projected on to Robert Guiscard, 167
early feats, 85
easy, sweeping reforms, 102
family history, rise, pre-emptive strike,

administration, wars, building and
arrangement of succession, 84

international diplomacy, 104
model for Alexios in the Scythian war, 147
paradigm of leadership, 8
restored justice, 12
ruthless and self-made, 86
Skylitzes’ stories of his massacring

prisoners, 168
traditionally associated with Constantine, 22
unavoidable legendary figure, 85

Basil I’s mother, 85
Basil II, Emperor, 102, 150, 160, 187
Psellos’, 151
Psellos’ story of Skleros’ submission, 242
rise of legend as Bulgar-slayer, 150
Skylitzes’ story of his blinding prisoners, 168
textual memories in the Alexiad, 150, 264

Basil of Caesarea, 12, 17
Basil the Bogomil
associated with the demonic, 274
burning, 275–6
entrapment, 273

Basil the Great see Basil of Caesarea
Basil the Parakoimomenos, 86
Basilakios, Nikephoros, 29, 53, 55, 68, 116, 138
rebellion, 62–7

basileia
Alexios, 92, 184, 205
ceremonial, 95
Constantine Doukas, co-emperor, 90
Eirene, 93
Maria Alania, 92

Bernard of Clairvaux, 271
Bithynia, 143
Blakhernites, 191
Boamundus see Bohemond
Bogomils, 260, 270
described in satanic terms, 273
doctrine blending Manichaean and Massalian

teaching, 272
two pyres, 274–5

Bohemond, 29, 64, 108, 116, 138, 150, 215, 219
accepts the Treaty of Devol, 242–4
and the dead cock, 227
armada, 235
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Bohemond (cont.)
army starts to die, 237
as Antichrist, 211, 228
as bravura figure, 110, 124, 226
as clown, 211
as counter-strategist, 211, 226, 254
as courtier and clown, 210
as cultural and literary type, 137
as cultural appropriator, 213
as diva, self-delighting performance, 226
as dominant figure (Antioch), 219–21
as doppelgänger to Alexios, 211, 221
as grotesque, 211
as liar, 229
as sea-polypus, 211
as strategist, 120–1
as warrior-rapist, 228
as wounded animal, 238
bravado and shame, 242
cramped by land and sea, 240
crusader objectives, 195, 197, 203
deceives fellow crusaders, 221
designs on Constantinople, 203, 211
Frankish cooperation, 216
his old self again, 224
ideological attack on Alexios, 198
landless knight of western romance,

209–14
letter to Alexios, 225
parodied, 9
political marriage, begins anti-Byzantine

Crusade, 228
position like Skleros’, 236
restrains Tancred, 218
self-conflict, 242
self-immolation and death, 244
stays in Antioch as governor, 223
sues for peace, 241
versus Saint-Gilles and Alexios, 208, 214

Boïlas, Romanos, 116
Bolkan, 188
Borilos, ‘Slavonic barbarian’, 75, 82
Bosphorus

crusader armies’ crossing, 197, 203
empire’s eastern boundary, 142

Bourtzes, Bardas, 266
Boutoumites, 143, 226

Alexios’ general at Nicaea, 216–18
negotiating the surrender of Nicaea, 216

Browning, 118
Brubaker, 246
Brunelleschi, 293, 296
Bryennios, John

brother to Nikephoros Bryennios the elder,
56, 57

Bryennios, Nikephoros, Kaisar, 3
as Alexios’ other self, 41, 242, 265
as historian, 8, 15–17, 37, 41, 44–67, 73–81, 84,

116, 121, 153, 246
as historian, revisited, 151
as Homeric hero/Alexios’ other self, 207
as husband, 16, 37, 40
as revenant, 41
as suspected rebel, 25

Bryennios, Nikephoros, the elder
as military adviser to Alexios, 154, 192
as rebel, 55–62, 69, 121, 138, 152–5, 169
heroic mould, 60

Bryennius, Constable of Apulia, 124, 130, 138
Bryer, 118
Buckler, 107, 136, 189
Burke, 247
Byzantion see Constantinople

Cameron, Alan, 124
Cathars, 271
Charatikes, 145
Charlemagne, 42
Chaucer, 42, 293
Choniates, 10, 24, 196, 277

account of Alexios’ death, 279–80
Chrêtien de Troyes, 109, 120, 208
Christian pax Romana, 253
Chronographia

Constantine IX and the arrow episode, 205–6
Komnene uses and adapts Psellos, 177–87
Psellos, 2, 13, 14, 17, 77, 87, 89, 94, 98, 138,

150, 151, 160, 162, 165, 189, 231, 244, 246,
269, 291

Psellos’ tent scene, 181–6
Chrysostomides, 2, 5, 8, 36
church expropriations, 117
City of God, 198
City of God and its types

Alexios’ new formation, living and on the
move, 266

Bohemond’s floating city, 235
city of bones, 200
Constantinople as theocracy, 270
eutopia for ex-Manichaeans, 262
Orphanotropheion, 268
precursor in Bithynia, 194

Clermont, 26
Clucas, 26, 29, 125
Cologne, trial of heretics in 1143, 271
Connor, 24
Constantine IX, Emperor, 11, 20, 62

his alter ego, 116
infamous gynaeconitis, 77
Psellos’ criticism, 94
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Psellos’ figure critically adapted for Alexios in
attack on Constantinople, 205–6

Psellos’ version, 47, 177
Skylitzes’ story of Roman pride humbled, 165
watching engagement from a distance, 240

Constantine Monomachos see Constantine IX
Emperor

Constantine Porphyrogenitus seeConstantine VII
Porphyrogennetos Emperor

Constantine the Great, Emperor, 87, 102, 141
as lone saviour, 12
bridge named for him, 146
cherished ministers of God, 250
counterbalancing strengths, 247
dual role, 22, 261
empire of twin capitals seen as lost, 198
enduring cultural memory, 246
founder of the city, 269
guidance from both parents, 251
inventor of new honours and

distinctions, 250
kindness, bloodless victories, 253
last campaign, 256
listened to divinity standing up, 258
only emperor named beside Alexios, 9
public speaker, 252
reducing taxes, 268
re-established the pax Romana, 193
reinstituted settlement as Christian city, 262
resembling Moses, 262
searched Scriptures, 252
the first Christian emperor, 269
theatre he built, 143
thirteenth apostle, 249
visionary tradition, 123
withdrew to pray, 252

Constantine V, Emperor, 294
Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos, Emperor, 245

propagandist for Basil I, 147
Constantine VIII, Emperor, 245
Constantine X, Emperor, 21
Constantinople, 108, 116, 126, 129, 132, 135, 142,

146, 152, 157, 160, 161, 196, 198
Abul-Kasim’s visit, 143
Alexios afraid he might lose it in the

Crusade, 222
Alexios’ last return, 268
attacked twice, 204

Constantius, father of Constantine the Great, 12,
251, 270

Corfu, 227
Corippus, on Justin II, 95
Council of Chalcedon, 70
Council of Clermont, 199
Council of Piacenza, 26, 199

court scenes
Alexios before church, 97
imperium effectively on trial, 183–6
re church requisitions, 132–4

Croke, 72
crowd scenes
Amaseians, 51
Basil’s burning, 276
birth of Anna Komnene, 140
Kamytzes, 259
Michael Anemas, 234
the two pyres, 275

Cumans, 9, 168, 260
ask Alexios if they may fight their Scythian

allies, 158
defeated by Alexios, 193
help Alexios against the Scyths, 163
support the pseudo-Diogenes against

Alexios, 192

Daedalos, 292
Dagron, 96
ceremonial and liturgy, 20

Daimbert of Pisa, Patriarch of Jerusalem, 225
Dalassene, Anna, 4, 12, 22, 36, 74, 76, 82, 85, 86,

94, 228
as Helena, 250–1
as Theotokos, 101
change in characterization, 98
examines canon law, 117
from the Hyle, 78–9
hostility to the Doukai, 88
modelling from Psellos’ encomium for his

mother, 100
mother, co-emperor, guides the ship of state,

98–102
strikes deal with John Doukas, 89

Dalassenos, Constantine, 175
breaks treaty, massacres crews, 175

Dalmatians, 188
Daniel the Stylite, 42, 258
Davis, 10
demons, 145, 169, 273, 274, 275
Demosthenes, 192
Devol, Treaty of, 73, 199, 215, 242–4, 277
peace the end of wars, 255

Didymos, 188
Diogenes, Nikephoros, son of Romanos IV, 118
blinded, 187
conspiracy, 176, 177–81, 185, 190
conspiracy replayed, 192
kindly treated but refuses to repent, 188
life saved by Alexios in battle, 154

Dionysos, pillars of, former imperial eastern
border, 142
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Dokeianos, 53–5
Dorylaion, 174
Doukaina, Eirene, Empress, 251

agent of mercy, 234
as chief mourner, 283
as eponym for peace, 230
as focus for others’ ambitions, 89
as nurse, 281
as nurse, ‘eye’, figure of charity, nurturing

feminine, 229–30
Choniates’ version, 26
imperial portrait, 93
integrated into family, 117
like some Olympic victor, 280
modesty and burning love, 229
position strengthened by births of children, 140
searches Scriptures and sacred texts, 128
typicon for the monastery of Kekharitomene, 34

Doukaina, Euphrosyne, Empress, 25
Doukas, Andronikos, Hyle, 75
Doukas, Constantine, co-emperor, 30, 32, 69, 73,

81, 86, 88, 90–1, 93, 95, 140, 176, 179
acclaimed with Anna Komnene, 140
betrothed to Helena,daughter of Robert

Guiscard, 68
lost possibility of golden age, 70
Psellos’ version, 91

Doukas, John, brother of the Empress Eirene, 175,
176, 221, 243, 293

Doukas, John, grandfather of the Empress Eirene,
78, 80, 91

aids the Komnenian coup, 82
from the Hyle, 78, 79, 90
mixed attitudes of Hyle, 16
Neville’s view, 15
strikes deal with Anna Dalassene, 89

Doukas, Michael, brother of the Empress
Eirene, 125

Dyrrakhion, 56, 72, 104, 105, 106, 108, 109, 115,
139, 171, 176, 228, 235

Bohemond’s siege, 237, 238
siege of, 110

Eberwin, 271
Egil, 137
Egypt, 142, 269
Einhard, 42
Eleanor of Aquitaine, 208
Elkhanes, 146
Encomium in matrem

Psellos, 12, 17, 29, 88, 101, 136, 230, 282
Epidamnos see Dyrrakhion
eschatology, 271, 278, 282
Ethiopia, 269
Eudokia, Empress, 89

Euphrates and Tigris, eastern boundaries of
empire under Alexios, 142

Eusebius, 12, 42, 83, 84, 149, 150, 245, 249, 253,
257, 261, 277

characterization of Helena, 251
Ecclesiastical History, 259, 269
creator of genre, 259
humility topos, 258
practice of including full texts, 252

Faustus, 293, 296
Frankish crusader sources, perspectives, 205
Frankopan, 26–8, 63, 192, 193, 243
Franks

attack Constantinople, 205–7
one of Alexios’ own, 65
source of trouble, 48

Frigidus, 124
Fulcher, 27, 199, 200, 201, 202, 214, 218, 219,

220, 229
account of the siege of Antioch, 222
account of the siege of Nicaea, 216–18

Gabras, 172–3
Gaita, wife of Robert Guiscard, 73

anti-type of Eirene Doukaina, 113
gendered analysis, 35
Genesios, 13
Genoans, 226, 256
Germanos, ‘Slavonic barbarian’, 75
Gesta, 27, 195, 197, 200, 202, 203, 204, 214, 219,

222, 272
siege of Antioch, 219–21
siege of Nicaea, 216–18

Gibbon, 25, 213
Godfrey of Bouillon, 203–4, 208

chosen as King of Jerusalem, 223
ransomed by Baldwin, 224

Gouma-Peterson, 3, 24
Gregory of Nazianzus, 18
Guibert of Nogent, 200
Guiscard, Robert, 108

acclaimed by Pope Gregory, 120
admires Alexios, 113, 115
alliance with Pope Gregory, 116
as actor-dramatist, 71
as grotesque, 64
as Homeric hero, 68
as strategist, 105, 112
as winged horseman, 115
blend of types in encomium, 136–8
captures the imperial tent, 115
caterpillar and locust, 72
despairs and dies, 135
disastrous betrothal, 73
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growth to power, 68–70
manipulates his allies, 112
mentality set against Alexios’, 109
self-made, 71
under narrative control, 73

Gunnar, 212, 213
Guy, son of Robert Guiscard, 239

Hagia Sophia, Alexios asks God for the decision
about fighting the Cumans, 192

hagiographical imperial Life, as ground-plan for
the Alexiad, 83

Harries, 246
Harris, 2, 26
Heloise, 24
Henry IV, Emperor, 96, 104–5, 119

mutual excommunications and war against
Pope Gregory VII, 69

Herakleios, Emperor, 114, 156, 162, 192
Herakles, 8, 54, 62, 75, 85, 103, 207
Herakles, pillars of, former western imperial

border, 142
heretics, 169, 276, 277

Blakhernites, 191
Bogomils led by Basil, 272
Italos, 125–9
Neilos, 190–1
of Philippopolis, 260
see also Manichaeans

Herodotus, 38, 151, 157, 193
Hildegard of Bingen, 24

Cathars in the Rhineland, 271
Hill, 3, 4, 24, 25
Hinterberger, 46
Holy Nail, 173, 222
Homer, 39, 65, 66, 68, 113, 192, 264

epic battle to defend the city against the
Franks, 207

narrative structure, 205
Howard-Johnston, 3, 13, 29
Hugh of Vermondois, 201–2, 208
Hyle, 3, 9, 15–17, 28, 37, 41, 67, 72, 83, 89, 90, 98,

116, 127, 142, 151, 161, 197, 249
Anna Dalassene, 26
Basilakios’ rebellion, 62–6
Bryennios’ rebellion, 55–61
Bryennios the elder’s feats recreated in Book

Seven, 152–5
ethic, 7
Komnene’s dependence in Book Two, 73–80
romance elements, 7, 53
Roussel’s rebellion, 47–55

Iago, 296
Iliad, 15, 16, 55, 149, 159, 207

Immortals’ regiment, 57
inter-relations of four texts: Vita Constantini, Vita

Basilii, Skylitzes’ Life of Basil, the Alexiad,
147–50

Isaac I Komnenos, Emperor, 20, 54, 85, 88, 92,
103, 107, 231, 252

as rebel (Psellos’ version), 114, 116, 164, 177,
181–7, 189, 237

quasi-death described by Psellos, 282
Italos, 125–9

Jacoby, 34
Jeffreys, E, 197, 208, 291
Jerusalem, 156, 166, 195, 200, 203, 225, 256
falls, 223
Robert Guiscard’s, 136

Job, 268
John I Tzimiskes, Emperor, 96, 102, 165, 212
strength and weakness, 85

John II Komnenos, Emperor, 11, 30, 40,
41, 147

investiture of his son Manuel, 277
praised as warrior, 150
unidealized birth, 140

John the Lydian, 103
John the Orphanotrophos, 47
Justinian the Great, Emperor, 233, 249, 295

kairos, 82–3, 154, 163, 176
Kaldellis, 17, 28, 29, 132, 183
Kamytzes, Eustathios, 259, 266
Kantakouzenos, 226, 239
Katakalon, supporting Alexios against Bryennios

the elder, 57
Kazhdan and Constable, 19, 96
Kazhdan and Epstein, 13, 42, 147
Kedrenos, 20, 96
Kedros, Alexios consults God, 265
Kekharitomene, 34
Keltic cavalry, 121–3
Keltoi, 147, 218
active element against the Turks, 143
Alexios’, 143
talking on and on, 258

Keroularios, Michael, 20
Khoirovakhoi, 160
Kiapidou, 148
Kilij Arslan, Sultan of Nicaea, murders Tzakhas

for Alexios, 175
King David, 133
Kinnamos, John, 11, 147
Kivotos, 217
Kjartan, 212
Komnene, Anna
about political blindings, 54
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Komnene, Anna (cont.)
adaptations of genre (hagiographic imperial

biography), 84
adapts Psellos episode for attack on

Constantinople, 205–6
ambivalence towards her brother John as

heir, 277
as dramatis persona
Anemas, 232
attendant, mourner, oracle and chorus

member, 280–3
birth, 139
on campaign, 230, 259
young daughter to mother on patristic

texts, 128
as strategist, 24, 48, 58, 89, 109, 116,

120, 129, 159, 176, 197, 203, 215, 228,
246, 262

as testator, 34
as witness/source
envoy from the bishop of Bari, 105
‘my material’, 259
on Alexios’ protected sleep, 61
on Alexios under strain, 174
on Maria Alania, 90
on visitors to the palace, 127
to story and to Alexios’ modesty, 154

complexity of historian’s roles, 70
daughter of the Emperor Alexios, 38
density of reference, 256, 264, 265, 266–8
dependence on the Hyle, 73–80
double standard, 175
excises Constantinian link from Basil I’s

legend, 253
exponent of Komnenian culture
Hellenic Christianity, 283

heir to Alexios’ nature, 140
heir to Komnenian culture, 39
heir to task as wife, 40
historian, 38
historian regnant, 72–3, 138
likens and unlikens Alexios to Psellos’ Isaac

Komnenos, successful rebel, 181–7
multiplicity of viewpoints, 263
narrative counterpoint, 108
parallel narrative withdrawal, 240
reconstructive approach to narrative time,

138–9, 264
re-Hellenizes Alexios in Book Seven, 151
revises micro-structure of Psellos’

Chronographia, 247
revisionist historian (of hagiographic model),

118, 178
revisionist historian (of Hyle), 44–67
revisionist historian (of narrative style), 222

revisits the Hyle, 151, 152–5
shift in historian’s role towards

hagiographer’s, 258
spectator at the drama of her own

imagination, 71
style as critique, 197
truth as problematic, 90
withdrawal from insider view, 172, 187

Komnenos, Adrian, brother of Alexios
insinuations against nephew John, 171
interrogates Diogenes, 180

Komnenos, Isaac, Sebastokrator, 44, 75, 76, 80,
93, 94, 99, 171, 176, 273

Hyle, 76
Komnenos, John, son of Isaac Sebastokrator,

171–2, 176, 201
Komnenos, Manuel, grandfather of Alexios, 84
Komnenos, Manuel, brother of Alexios, 46
Kontostephanos, 235, 239, 293
Kosmas, patriarch, 97
Kourikos, 226
Kyzicos, fall of, 75, 77

Lambert, 271
Landulph, 235
Laodikeia, 224, 226
Latins see Keltoi
Latinus, the crass Frank, 208–9, 219
Leo VI, Emperor, 5, 20, 96, 147, 155
Leo, Bishop of Chalcedon

as holy man, 156
unorthodoxy, 117–19

Livy, 124
Ljubarskij, 3, 205
Lombards, 133, 256
Lysimakhos, 158

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, 295
Macrides, 3, 4, 15, 19, 22, 55, 94, 278
Magdalino, 4, 9, 10, 31, 125, 136, 144, 245, 270, 282
Mahomet, 146
Mair, 122
Malalas, 124
Malik-Shah, 27
Mango, 83
Manichaeans, 130, 131, 139, 147, 260
Manuel I Komnenos, Emperor, grandson of

Alexios, 31
praised as Bulgar-slayer, 150

Manzikert, 2, 46, 73, 142, 145, 187, 231, 257, 265
Marie de France, 120
Marie of Champagne, 208
Markopoulos, 13, 22, 83, 85
Maskabeles, William, father-in-law of Robert

Guiscard, 69
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Maurice’s Strategikon, 5, 259
Mavrokatakalon, Marianos, 202, 239
Mavrokatakalon, Nicholas, 154
McCartney, 98
Media, 269
Melissenos, Nikephoros, 67, 79, 80, 94, 162
metaphors, chief

Alexios
as the centre of gravity, 231
as the centre of his circle, 142
as the sun, 277

city, 236
ruling as war, 82, 162
tent, 237
warfare as drama/theatre, 110, 216, 235, 239
weight of empire
dependent populations, 231
on chest, 281
on city, 162
on feet, 258

metaphors, conventional
chariot of power, 99
flood of time, 38
seas of tribulation, 191, 248
ship of state, 98, 191
sick body of state, 231

Michael IV, Emperor, 205
Michael V, Emperor, 47, 102, 205, 240
Michael VII Doukas, Emperor, 7, 32, 48, 69,

71, 99
betrothal leading to Norman hostilities, 68
friend of Italos, 126

Mitylene, 174
Mityleneans, 175
Monomakhatos, George, 72, 74, 104
Morris, R, 88
Moses, 162, 263, 267
Mullett, 10, 25, 32, 33, 197, 237, 245
Munitiz, 141

Nampites, 113
Neantzes, 158, 163
Neilos, 190–1
Neville, 7, 15–17, 22, 25, 28, 47, 66, 80, 246
New Constantines, 12
New Jerusalem

Alexios’, 198, 269
Constantine’s, 269

New Rome, 12, 198, 247, 269
Nicaea, 144, 214

Alexios tries to regain, 143–4
regained by Byzantium, 216–18

Nicomedia, 143
Nikephoros and Leo, sons of Romanos IV,

precipitate battle, 155

Nikephoros III Botaneiates, Emperor, 44, 61, 67,
72, 75–6, 77, 79, 81, 82, 87, 88, 89, 90, 95

Noah, 39
Norman atrocities, 200
Normans, 108, 125, 129
burlesque treatment, 9
committed to action, right or wrong, 73
extraordinary threat, 227
point of view, 105
savage ethos, 69
typed in classist terms, 110

Norris, 18

Orestes and Pylades, 75
Orphanotropheion, 138, 268

Pakourianos, 82
Palaiologos, George, 78, 82, 104, 118, 130, 154,

156, 161
as dashing hero, 79, 111
as military leader, 111

Pandarus, 207
Papaioannou, 10, 18, 46, 88, 278
Komnene’s preface to her will, 34–5, 36
Psellos, 18, 35, 291

paralysed assassin
barbarian at the riding school of the Great

Palace, 180
Diogenes, Nikephoros, 178

Pelekanos, 214
Pericles, 133
and Archidamus, 105

Persians, 133
Constantine’s last campaign, 256
formal negotiations in the Constantinian

tradition, 9
Turks as Persians in Alexios’ last campaign, 257

Peter the Hermit, arrival of, 199
Pheidias, 91
Philaretos, joins Turks against Byzantium, 145
Philokales, 178
Philomelion, 221, 266
Phokas, Bardas, rebel, 153
Photios, patriarch, 19, 246
Pisans, 225, 256
Plato, 39, 128, 192
Komnene’s thought, 127

Plutarch, 13, 136
Polybius, 66
Pope Gregory VII
alliance with Robert Guiscard, 116
barbaric outrage against envoys, 71
enthroned by Robert Guiscard, 120
letter from Robert Guiscard, 71
‘the abominable pope’, 70
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Pope Paschal II, Bohemond displays Scyths for
propaganda, 235

Pope Urban, 26, 199
Procopius, 233, 263, 294

on John the Cappadocian, 273
on Theodora, fictional biography, 25

pronoia, 82–3, 174
Prospero, 133, 210, 293, 297
Psalms, 49
Psellos, 12, 17, 18, 21, 47, 59, 62, 67, 88, 94, 136, 138,

144, 163, 170, 205, 231, 240, 290
account of his father’s death, 282
as writer and dramatis persona, 182
authorial self a literary construction, 24
creator of historian’s roles, 71
domestic icon or soldier-emperor, 250
favourite metaphors, 72
founding father of Komnenian culture, 189
Komnene uses his Constantine IX to

differentiate him from Alexios, 177–81
Komnene v Clucas, 125
Komnene’s response, 231
metaphysics and ironic use of metaphor,

128–9
provides imperial blueprint for attack on

Constantinople, 205–6
ranged on the side of Alexios’ Hellenic

Christianity, 126
set against Italos, 126–8
tent scene of Skleros, 242
use and subversion of antithetical form, 247

pseudo-Leo Diogenes, 192
public and quasi-public spectacles

Basil’s burning, 276
leap of Pegasus, 115
Michael Anemas, 232–5
palace atonement, 96–8
Psellos’ tent scene, 181–6
riderless horse, 58–9
Roussel’s ‘blinding’, 52–4
the two pyres, 274

Pulcheria, Empress, 12, 251
Pyrros, king of Epiros, 106

Raiktor, imperial pretender, monk-stooge of
Robert Guiscard, 71

Raoul, count, 207
Raymond d’Aguiliers, 214, 217, 218
Realpolitik, 94, 135, 141
Reinsch, 3, 44, 47, 57, 71
Rhapsomates, couldn’t even mount a horse, 175
Robert of Flanders, 156
Robert the Monk, 27, 200
Roman army replicates earlier Norman

atrocities, 257

Roman formation, 147, 164, 188, 237, 268
new formation, 264–8

Romanos I Lekapenos, Emperor, 86, 271
Romanos III Argyros, Emperor, 47, 128, 205
Romanos IV Diogenes, Emperor, 21, 42, 46, 47,

48, 145, 265
Roussel, 138

rebellion, 48–55

Saint-Gilles, 208, 214, 216, 217, 224, 225
son, 256

Saisan, 256
Saracen army, helps Robert Guiscard

sack Rome, 69
Scott, v, 13, 23, 24, 136
Scythian slaves, Herodotus, 193
Scythian war

battle at Rousion, 152
ill-timed intrusion, 160
Travlos’ contribution, 135

Scyths, 9, 107, 133, 162
a double deserter, 158
a victorious pigmy, 8
Alexios’ heroics, 161
Alexios’ wild warriorship, 153
allies of Nikephoros Bryennios the elder in his

rebellion, 58
approach the Cumans during battle, 163
archetypal barbarians and perpetual

demographic intrusion, 151
but human beings, 169, 254
candidates for conversion, 146
decoyed and fallen on, 159
displayed to pope by Bohemond, 235
overwhelming numbers, 147
part of Isaac Komnenos’ rebel army, 182
past humbling of the Romans, 165
prisoners massacred against Alexios’ orders, 169
request for a truce denied, 155
scatter the Romans, 158
Scythian messenger in Alexios’ court, 236
whole people wiped out, 165

Second Crusade, 272
Sewter, 183, 185
Shepard, 180, 193, 220
Siaous, sultan’s envoy, 145
Simeonova, 134, 210
Simpson, 295
Sinope, 145
Skleros, 236

Psellos’ tent scene, 242
Skylitzes, 15, 77, 83, 85, 96, 148, 153, 160, 165, 168,

205, 269, 271, 274, 277
Life of Basil I
genocidal slaughter, 166
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inter-relations of four texts, 147–50
version of episode with arrow, 206

Smyrna, 173
Smythe, 32, 272
Socrates, historian, 246
Solomon, 230
Solomon’s Porch, 268
Sophocles, 38, 152
Sozomen, 246
St Antony, 118
St Athanasia, 43
St Columba, 42
St John Chrysostom, 12, 124
St Paul, apostle, 261
St Wilfred, 42
Stephenson, 150, 151
Strangers to Themselves, 32
style as critique, 64
Suetonius, on Julius Caesar, 87, 247
Sultan of Egypt, releases Frankish counts as a

favour to Alexios, 224
Synesios, 168–70

Taktika, of Leo VI, 5
Tancred, 64, 218

besieges Mamistra, 229
ignores the Treaty of Devol, 244
openly pits the Normans against

the empire, 224
succeeds to Bohemond’s role, 255
takes Laodikeia, 226

Tarkhaneiotes Katakalon, supporting rebellion of
Bryennios the elder, 57

Taronites, Gregory, 235
Tatikios, 143, 147, 217
tent scenes

Bohemond withdraws, 239
Bohemond’s submission, 242–3
Diogenes, 178
Franks at Pelekanos, 218
Isaac and his son John, 171–2
Isaac from Psellos, 181–6
Manichaeans, 131
Persian envoys, 257
scurrilous letters, 237

Teucer, 207
Theano, 229
Theodora, Empress to Justinian, 294
Theodora, Empress, sister of Zoe, 240
Theodosius I, Emperor, 20, 96, 124, 155, 174, 249

victory through piety, 252
Theodosius II, Emperor, 246
Theodotos, 58, 153
Theophanes, 114, 124, 162, 294
Theophanes Continuatus. see Vita Basilii

Theophano, Empress to Nikephoros II
Phokas, 86

Thomas, 25, 195, 196, 202, 212
Thomson, 196
Thucydides, 23, 46, 108, 179
model for Komnene’s authorship of the

documents she includes?, 252
Thule, 142
Tornikes, George, 28
Tornikios, Leo, 116, 206
Tougher, 155
Travlos
Manichaean, co-opted by Alexios

and baptised, 134
recidivist, marries a Scyth, 135
stirs up Scyths against Alexios, 147

Trebizond, taken from the Turks by Gabras, 172
Turkic tribes, distinguished from Persians in the

Taktika, 6
Turks, 15, 27, 29, 107
Alexios hires more Turkish mercenaries, 122
Alexios more afraid of the Franks, 214
Alexios recovers coastal cities, 221
Alexios restores canal and builds fort to protect

Bithynia, 193
as Persians in Alexios’ last campaign, 263
atrocities alleged in the West, 200
called on to fight Robert Guiscard, 110
co-opted by John Doukas into Alexios’

rebellion, 79
crusaders rejoice at Turkish deaths and

desecrate their bodies, 219
define Alexios as leader of the eastern Christian

empire, 151
entrap Peter the Hermit’s army, 200
fending them off the business of Alexios’

rule, 142
Fulcher relates Turk’s dream, 222
hang mattresses on walls under siege, 159
inheriting the role of the Persians, 142
interrupt the Scythian offensive, 158
‘like all barbarians’, 175
meeting of Alexios and sultan, 265
menace Alexios in Hyle, 152
mercenaries sent to crush rebellion of

Bryennios the elder’s, 59
mock Alexios’ illness, 263
moral confusion, 145
peace-terms, 262
population of Jerusalem slaughtered, 223
prisoners from Nicaea, 218
ravaging the east, 103
resurgent, 173
send envoys to Alexios, 257
two bring down Bryennios the elder, 60
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Tutush, 145
Tzakhas, 158, 162

calling himself emperor in Smyrna, 173
campaign against, 174
murdered by Kilij Arslan, 176
tries to carry off people of Mitylene, 175

Tzimiskes, John, Emperor, 252

uses of genre
burlesque and mimicry, 9, 201, 227, 238, 243,

255, 263
from history towards myth, 278
grotesque, 64, 116, 211
hagiography, 139, 258
non-use of romance elements in the Hyle, 8, 53
principally history and drama, 37, 138
romance for westerners, 120, 124, 137, 197, 202,

208–9, 212, 238
tragedy and dirge (with eschatology), 280–3

Van Dam, 83
Varangian Guard, 82
Varangians, 113, 279
Venetian aid, 111

Venetian aid and concessions, 108, 110, 135
Venetians, crude style, 110
Vita Basilii, 13, 22, 43, 85, 98, 134, 166, 167, 168,

248, 254, 277
contrasted with the Alexiad, 9
inter-relations of four texts, 148–50

Vita Constantini, 2, 13, 15, 22, 162, 262, 270
Eusebius, 250
inter-relations of four texts, 148–50

Walker, P., 296
William of Malmesbury, 196
William of Tyre, 202, 204
woman gladiator, 235

Xenophon, 13
Xiliphinos, 21

Zeus, 62
Zoe and Theodora, Empresses, 11, 77, 182
Zoe, Empress, 47, 205
Zonaras, 25, 136

account of Alexios’ death, 279
Zygos, 174
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